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JKunmu-06u1H cTapuk co crapyxoi, ux 3Banu Ilokoit m Cepocts. [Jouka y
HuX Obl1a, Ckyka. Jlouka MajeHbKas ObliIa, HO POIUTEIHN B HEH ITYIIN HE YasiIH,
¥ pociia OHa HE IO JHAM, a 1o 4YacaMm. [lopsgoYHo BeIMaxaia, TOJBKO yMa He
npubaBuiIock. [la OHO M BepHO: OTKyAa y CKyKH MO3rH. BOT BeIpociia, 3HA4YUT,
Ckyka, CKyJHO €# cTaysio B pomauTeinbckoM aoMe. Ona um roBoput: «lloiigy mo
ropojiaM W celiaM, JIFOJIeH MOCMOTpPI0, ceOs MOKaxXy. ABOCH HE TaK CKY4YHO
Oyaer». Pomutenu meITanuch 4ajgo CBOE OTTOBOPUTH, HO CKyKe €ciid 4TO B
TOJIOBY BTEMSIIMJIOCH, TOTO TOMOpPOM He BeImmoOemb. Otnpasmiack Ckyka
CTPaHCTBOBATb.

I'ne e€ Hocuno — HeusBecTHO. BOT pa3 uaeT oHa o ropoJcKoi sipMapke,
BHIIUT — B CTOpoHKE Jlypak cTouT m T1a3a Ha Bce sumit. M Ha Ckyky TOXke. A
HaJ0 cKa3aTh, uTo CKyKa ojieBajiach OY€Hb SIPKO, MIECTPO U KPaCHIIaCh TaK, 4TO
HITyKaTypKa chinanack. [lypaky 3to monpaBunock. M Ckyke Jlypak Toxe OYCHb
npurisiHyncs. [logomnuia oHa k Hemy, pasroBop 3aBs3anu. [loBen ypak Ckyky
K cebe. [IpoObuIa OHA C HUM JI€Hb, TPOOKIIA OHA C HUM HOYb... A HAyTPO OIISITH
CKYYHO CTaJio, MPOCTHIACh ¢ JlypakoM U yiia — Kyja ria3a Tsauar, Kyia HOTH
HecyT. A Jlypak ¢ TOl MOpBI COBCEM pAacCyJIKOM MOBpEIwIcS. XOIUT, Kak
HenpuKasHHbIN, U Bc€ KprunuT: «Ckyka! Ckyka!» Jlronm Ha HETO KOCATCS, KTO-
TO Ipeajaraer: K€HHUCh, MOJI, BCE U IIPOMJET, BOH JEBYIIKA Kakas XOpoas
ecTh y Hac, PaboToii 30ByT... Jlypak TOIBKO pyKaMH-HOTAMHU MalleT U KPUIHT
IIyIIIe MPEKHETO.

A Cxyke ¥ TOpsS HET, YTO OHA YeJIOBEKa ¢ yMma cBena. ['o71 oHa 10 CBETY
Oerana, a MOTOM BOPOTWJIACh K POAMTEISAM M TOJOXKIIA HA KPOBaTh peOCHKA:
«Hare, BocnuThIBaiiTe, @ MHE C HEH CKY4YHO HSHYUTHCA». A poauna-to Ckyka
Hyps, Ty camyio nyps, 9To OT cKyku Oepercs. Ilo poaurensm oHa HHUCKOJIBKO
HE COCKYYMJIach U TYT K€ YIIOPXHYJa, IeHbKA HE MOTOCTHIIA.

CrapukaM 0x0Ta, 4TO JiH, C PeOCHKOM HSHYUTHCS, C Jlypbr0 My4dHuThCS?
ITokoro, camo coboi, TTOKOW HyXeH, a OT pedeHka mokos He xau. A CepocTh
BCSAKHE M3MEHEHHMS B JKHM3HHM OM Kak He Jyiroout. Eif Hamo, yToOBI BCce OBLIO
OJIHAM IIBETOM OKpAIllCHO — M HHUKAaKUX IOBOPOTOB, HUKAKHX BCTPSCOK.
ITosromy u xunum onu ¢ [lokoeM aymia B ayury. I HuKakue BHYYKM UM Ha JyX
HE HY>XHBI OBLITH.

Cenu oHM PSITUTH, KyAa ACBaTh peOCHKAa. YTOIUTh — a Hy MPO3HAET KTO,
urymy He obepéubcs... [Iokoi u npuayMai: qaBaii, TOBOPUT, OTAAAUM €€ MOe
cectpe, PaBHOoaymuio. Y ToM, XOTh 3eMJIsl TPECHHU, OJIUH OTBET: MHE BCE PaBHO,
MeHs He kacaercs. Bot u cOarpum eli 1eBUOHKY, pa3 el BCE paBHO.

Pemmuth-To oHM pemmnu, aa BOT Oenma: PaBHOmymme oT HUX B Tpex
BepCTax *KUBET, IEITKOM He HOUAEMIh, eXaTh Hajo. Exath — 3To Takas Mopoka!
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Tpacéumbcs o yxabam, BETep TOro U INISAU LIANKY COPBET, @ BOKPYT MEJIbKAeT
BCE He3HaKoMoe. .. [la emé neHpb Boiiancsa coaHeuHblil. Ilokoit ToBOpHUT:

— Her, He noeny 4, pacTpsiceT MeHs 10 T0pOTe.

A CepocTh OTBEYACT:

— DX THI, cTapbiit meHb! ToHka y TeOs KUIIKa Ha BETUKHE Aelia. BeTepok
MoyNl — ThI yXe 3akadaics. A MHe Bcé moasnacTHO! CTaBb NMPOTHUB MEHA
o000l 1BET — A MOKPOIO €ro cepoil mpuibio. I Mory mokoputh Bech mup! S
CHJIbHEE BCEX Ha cBeTe!..

Ho BHe3amHbIii TOPBIB BeTpa pacnaxHyd (OPTOUKYy, U JOHECIHCH
HETpoMKue cioBa: «EcTh cunbHee Te04. .. »

CepocTb, IITIOHYB, 3aXJIONHYJIAa OKHO, CXBaTuia opyuryo /lyps u momuia
3aKIa/IbIBaTh TeJery, 6opMoya 4To-To moJ Hoc. U moka oHa exana, Bc€ BOKPYT
KaK-TO cepeno, ONEKI0; CMOJKald NTUIbI, TYCKHEIH LBETHl W Tpasbl. Jlaxe
cojHIE OOJbIle HE PacChUIANI0O CBOMX BECENbIX 3aUMKOB, a BHCEIO B Hebe
MYTHBIM HIapOM.

Haxonen, nmpuexanu x PaBHopymmio. OHa mpuUHANA HE3BAHBIX TOCTEH
cnokoito u xonoauo. Korna Cepocts nonoxuia ypb B yron Ha Kydy Tpsbs,
PaBHOyIIME M1 OPOBBIO HE MOBEIA.

O pebeHke OHa COBEpIIEHHO He 3a00THJIAch, pa3Be Opocana el B yroi
noxesatb yero-HuOyas. Korga 6pocurt, a xorna u ver. Ho lyps, HecMoTpst Ha
3TO, )KMBY4el okazanack. [logpocna u ynuta or PaBHoaymus Ha ynumy. Cout
non 3a60p0M, XOOUT BECYHO BCA B CHHAKAX, IJIATHC PBAHOC, BOJIOCHI HEMBITHI,
coyrtasbl... Cmorpers cTpamHo. [ypb, OQHAaKo, O BHELIHOCTH CBOCH He
neyanuiach, yMmena OHa JoJeil npuBnedb OeciiabaliHoON yaanblo, JErKUM
HpPaBOM Jla TPOMKO¥ ciaBoit. Hapoy 3a Heit TabyHaMu xoqul.

Bpemst Teu€r HezamMeTHO, KaKk IECOK CKBO3b Haiblbl. Kak-To neTHHM
BEUEPKOM 3asiBuiIack AoMoi CKyka, oCTapeBIlas, B JOXMOThsIX. [la He ogHa, a
¢ nByms podepbMu — Tockoi u OOupoii-Ha-Becs-CBer. Bun y atux nesuiy —
Kpaie B Tpo0 kinanyT. Ha Tocky TisHelmb U ITyMaelb, 4TO Mpolie B 00J0TO
oKkyHyThcs. A Ha OOuAy u BOBce cMOTpeTh cTpamrHo. OHa KpacuBas, IIaThe B
MOJIHYIO YEPHO-XKENTYIO MOJIOCOUYKY, HO Ha JIMIIE TaKoe Mpe3peHre KO BCeMy U
Bes!.. OT momoOHOM KpacaBHLBI HEMYIpeHO cOexaThb K IYpPHYIIKE KaKOW-
HHUOY b, TOJIBKO ITOTIPUBETINBEN.

Bot kaxoit mHapon mpumien k [lokoro m Cepoctu. Te, kak-HUKaK, JOUKY
CTOJILKO JIET HE Bujenu, oOpamoBaiuck. llpaBna, [lokoii 4TO-TO THXOHBKO
BOpYaJI, HO €ro HHMKTO He cislmain. [locumenu 3a CTOJIOM, TOTOBOPHIIH,
paszouutuck. U notsaHyaMch pajiblie cepble OyaHu.

Ckyke, BUJaTh, HAJ0ENO 10 CBETY IIATaThCs, Mepelllia OHa Ha OCEIYIO
JKU3Hb. /IeHb-IeHbCKOM BamsieTcs Ha AUBAaHE, MAUPOCKON IBIMHUT U B MOTOJIOK
MoTIeBBIBaeT. TOCKa 1Mo KabakaM IOIIIa: KaKIsIH Bedep ¢ 3eNEHONH OyTHUTKON
obumnmaercs. Oouna-na-Becb-CBeT HMYEro He J€aeT, XOIWUT 3a OKOJIMIEH H
TUTaYeTCs Ha CBOI0 TOPBKYIO CyAnOMHYIIKY. M makocTu cocedsiM Mo Houyam
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ycrpamBaeT. A Ilokoit ¢ CepocThio KOPMAT BCIO 3Ty OpaBy lla THXOHBKO
B3BIXAOT.

Mecs1 npoXoauT, roJl IPOXoAHUT. .. Hen3BecTHO, CKOIBKO r0JI0B MPOIILIO.
B oxun npekpacHsliii qerp CKkyKa CIPBITHYNIA ¢ TUBaHA, C XPYCTOM TMOTSIHYIAach
U TIPOTSDKHO Tak BbIroBopmiia: «Cky-yuHo!..» M mobexana HCKaTh CBOUX
nouepeil. Beex Tpoux B 1oM mpusena, gaxe Jypp rae-to passickana. [lo3zpana
n Cepocts ¢ Ilokoem. M korma Bce ycemuch, mosena pedb. O ToMm, Kak
CKOpOTEYHa XU3Hb, O BEJIMKHX JeJlaX M BEIUKOHN ClIaBe, 0 KpacoTe U OoraTcTse
CTpaH, /e el ymanoch moObiBaTh. Ho mpaBsT 3THMH CTpaHaMu KOBapHEIC
Bnactutenn Pabora, Becenpe, Hanexna. ['me-to »uBét npunnecca Jlro6oBb. A
emeé ecTh TaKOW BPENHBI MallbYHINKa, TOAPYYHUK ITUX THUPAHOB. 30BYT €0
Heracumerii Oronék. 'oBopsAT, Ha YbI0 CTOPOHY OH CTaHET, TOTO MOOEIUTH
HEBO3MOJKHO.

Hano ckazate, yto Ckyka 1apoM KpacHOpEYHs BIaJElla B COBEPLICHCTBE
1 MorJjia yOeIuTh KOTO YIOJHO B 4eM yrogaHo. Jlaske COOCTBEHHOTO Mamariy, yx
Ha 9TO OH HempoOuBaeMbIi. Tak BEHIIDIO U HA ATOT pa3. A npeanarana CKkyka HH
MHOTO HH MaJl0 — 3aXBaTHTh KaKoe-HHOYJb TOCYAapCTBO, BBIOUTH OTTYy/a
CaMO3BaHBIX THPAHOB M IapCTBOBATh B CBOE yIOBOJILCTBHE.

Wnes monpasunacs. CoOpanuch, 3HAUUT, BCE U OTIPABHINCH B IIyTh.
Honro nu, KOPOTKO LLIM, BUAST — HABCTPEUy CTPAHHULA HJIET C KOTOMKOM.
[TopaBHsDach ¢ HUMH U CIIPAIINBAET:

— KTo BBI Takue u Kyna nyTh Aep>xure?

Oo0unna-sa-Becs-CBer oTBEYaeT:

— ThI cama CHayasa NpeACTaBbCs, a IOTOM YK HAC PacCIpPALLKBAM.

CrpaHHMLIa yCMEXHYyNach, JOCTajla U3 KOTOMKH AYAOYKY W 3aurpaia.
[Tonunace Takas OpoTsKHAS 3ayHbIBHAS MEJNOAUS, YTO XOTh celyac JIOXKUCh U
nomupail. Jaxe Tocka momopuiunacse.

JloBonbHAsE TPOU3BEACHHBIM BII€YATICHHEM, CTpPaHHUIA CIpsTaia
JIyTIOUKY ¥ 3arOBOpHIIA:

— S — VYubHue. [JaBHO 4 XO0Xy IO CBETy, UIPal Ha JyJO4YKE H
nopabomaro Jronedi. OHM JIETKO M C palocThlo MHE MOKopstoTca. Ho ects y
MeHs 3ieimue Bparu — Hanexna, Bepa na ente npoknsTast ueprnomasasi Pabora.
[IpoTuB HUX s HHYEro He MOry nonenaTte. S ceiyac MAy U3 KOpOJIEBCTBA
Cepaue. Moxer, capixanu o takoMm? IllukapHoe Bmagenne. [lomHO, KOHEUHO,
Besikoro copony. Ecte u npusitHeie muuHOCTH, Bpoae Jlenu na Uépunoro OmyTa,
HO OHH CIOCOOHBI TOJIBKO Ha MeJOYH. Sl e Iy CHIBHBIX COIO3HHKOB, YTOOBI
moA9YMHUTE 3T0 Cepite. A BRI KTO Takue?

Pacckasanu, KTO €cTh KTO, U TOBOPAT:

— MbI nugem ¢ Tou xe uensto. [Ipucoennnsiics K HaM.

I'naza YHbIHUS 3acBEpKaIU.

— Hy, ¢ Takum HapogoMm 5 mepeBepHy 3T0 noraHoe Cepauuinko, a TaM U
3a OCTAJIbHBIX IPUMYCh, — MPOOOPMOTAIAa OHA, YKa3bIBas 10POTY.
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Iloka 5Ta 4YecTHas KOMIAHWS HAmpaBisieTCd K TPaHWIE, BBHIHAIIMBAS
HAIOJICOHOBCKHE TUIAHBI, HA/I0 TIOCMOTPETh, Ky/Ia OHH TaK TOpOmsITcs. Jpyrumu
CJIOBaMH — y3HATh, YTO 3TO 32 KOPOJIEBCTBO TAKOE.

* * %

Janeko-nanexo, 32 CHHUMH MOPSIMH, 32 BBICOKUMH TOpaMH, 3a JAPEMYIHM
JIeCOM pacKUHyI0oCh KopojeBcTBO Cepnue. Bo3ayx B HeM IPHUBOJIBHBIN, Jyra
pa3aoabpHbIE, 36MIIM TUIOIOPOAHBIE, B 3€MJI€ TPYABI 30J0Ta JIeXKaT.

B mentpe Cepama cronuT 3aMOK €O IINWIAMH M KyIHOJaMmH.
Cemubamienusiii. B rimasroit 6amHe xxuByT Meura, Hanexna u Jlens.

Meura TnaBHyl0 OaliHIO TONYOBIM IBETOM BbIKpacuia. [lepenmuBaercs
OHa Ha COJHIIE, KaKk BoJHa Mopckas. J{a u cama Meuta roy6oe miaaTbe HOCHUT.
BrriineT Ha GakoH, TIOJTHOM TPYABIO JBIIINT, JII0OYeTcs Ha okpecTHOCTH. U ero
Bce moOyroTes. M3 6aman Medra He BBIXOIUT. bouTcs, 4To 00MAAT ee, TaKylo
KpacuBYIO H 0e33aluTHy0. A TyT eie JIeHb HallenThIBaeT:

— Tel He co3maHa JJIs TONIBI, OHA HE IOMMET TeOs, PacTOMYET;
M3IIOMaeITh Thl ONBI pyYeHbKH; Hedero Tede TaM JeaTh.

Meura mocnymiaer, MOB3IbIXaeT, Ja TaK M CHUIUT Ha OJHOM MecCTe.
BriBaeT, Takas Tocka Ha Hee HaleT, 4To ¢ OajJkoHa BIOpY Opocarbes. U
Opocuiace Obl, eciu Obl He Hamexna. Ta BarmsiHer, yneIOHETCS — W Jierde
CTaHeT, XUTh Aalibllle MOXKHO. Hamexna — ynuButenpHOE cymiectBo. FOHas u
MpeKpacHasi, a BOJIOCH COBEPIIEHHO cenpble. MeuTa Kak-To CIpocHiia, MouyemMy
Tak? U mouemy Ol eif He okpacuthea? Hanexna oTBeTna:

— 41 xuBy momble BceX, ymMHuparo nocienHeil. Ha Monx riazax ymuparoT
JIpy3bd, a g Jake He Imady. Sl mo-mpexHeMy yibpl0aroch u obermaro cBeT. A
OoJib BBUIMBAETCS BOT BO YTO, — M TpOBeJNia PyKoW mo BomocaMm. — W HeT Ha
3eMJIe TaKOH KPacKH, KOTopasi ObI MOTJIa CKPBITH €€.

Meura B OTBET TOJBHKO TIIa3aMH XJIOTIAJIA.

'nmaBHyI0 OalIHIO XOPOBOIOM OKPYKWJIM HIECTh OallleHOK IMoMeHblie. B
KaXI0W M3 HUX — IO XWIbIY. BOT B 3enéHoli OamHe 00yCTpOHIICS 3a10pHBIH
Manpuyrad FOmop. DrToro moma He 3acTaHellb, ITHH HAIMPOJET TAe-TO
MpoMajaeT, IOTOM OSITh OOBABISECTCS.

Psnmom ¢ HOmopom mnpoxuBaer Benukuit Cxentuk. Bemukum ero
MPO3BaJIK 3a TO, YTO HOCHUT KOJNBYYTY W A0 yIIel yBemaH opyxkuem. [IpaBna, B
XOJ] He IMyCKaeT — M TO JIAAHO. XBaTHUT W TOTO, UTO SI3BUT BCE W BCEX IMOAPS.
Bonwmie Bcero Bemukuit CkenTtuk mpupupaetrcss K POMaHTHKe — U IJIaThe Ha
HEW JICTKOMBICICHHOE, M XapaKTep BPEIHBIN, U XKWIbe CBOC YMYJPHIACh B
PO30BBIM IIBET BBIKPACHTH, BeCh BHA MOPTUT. CBoOrO-TO OamHi0 CKENTHK
YKpemisi1, OyATO He CeroJHsA-3aBTpa Bparu HarpsiHyT. JKeae3oMm oOui, Ha IBEPh
3aMOK C «CEKpeTOM» HaBecui. Majlo Toro — MyLIKy OTKYyAa-TO MPHUBOJOK, B
OamrHIO 3arHajl M IyJI0 HAPYXY BHICTaBWI. B TIOMEIIEHWH MecTa XUBOTO HE
0CTaJoCh, Tak uTo cran CKeNTHK Ha MOy, ChbEKUBIINCE. A BO CHE €My CHHJIACh
PomanTuka...



A PomaHTHKa 3aBeia pydHOI'O roy0s U xajlyercs eMy (a 3a0HO U BCeM
obuTarensaM 3aMKa), KaKol Ko3& 3TOT Benukwii, He aeT i KUTh, IPSIMO-TaKH
nymut. Houamu xe, eaBa noxxunack PoMaHTHKa Ha CBOIO KPY>KEBHYIO TIOCTEIIb,
camics eit CkenTuk. 3nmiack Pomantuka Ha caMy cebsi, 1a HIYETo HE MOTJa
HOJIEJIATb.

B oxno#t n3 Gamenok oxonancst Crpax. CKpIOUYEHHBIH CTapHKallka, OH
cTapaeTcsi He MONajaThbcs HUKOMY Ha TJla3a, a HCIOATHUILKA CTPOUT BCAKHE
KO3HHU. balrHio cBO0 OH Ja)ke He Kpachi, TaK OHAa M CTOWT BCS OOmIapraHHasi, C
OTOMTHIMH KUPITHYAMH.

JKuser B 3amke u geBouka JIroOoBb. Manenbkas oHa emg,
HeoOcTpensaHast. Jlroout crierpddextsl. BoT 1 GamrHio cBOr0 KpacHoO# crienana,
3a BepCTy ropur, kak orueM. Kcraru, y JItoOBH €CTh JT100OTBITHOE CBOMCTBO,
KaK y XxameneoHa. Y He€ BOJIOCHI MEHAIOT LIBET MO/ HacTpoeHue. 1 cTaHoBUTCS
JI1o60Bb TO aHres0UKOM OENOKYpBIM, TO PBDKEHl 3e/leHorna3od BeObMON —
JTApOM UTO €i MATh TOJOYKOB Ha BUJI.

[locnennioro OamHiO 3aHMMaeT YTNPSIMCTBO. DTO OYEHb CBOCHpaBHAs
nama. Jlame el manen — A0 Iieda pyKy OTXBAaTUT U cKaxeT: «Mamno!» Pyraercs,
KaK M3BO3YHK, ¥ TOHSET Ha JIOMIAJSX, PUCKYSI CBEPHYTH cede IIero.

UyTh B CTOpOHE OT 3aMKa CTOMT CTOpOXeBas OamrHs ¢ BbIIKOH. Tam
*KuBeT cTpaxHUK — CoBecTh. C BBICOTHI €11 BCE Kak Ha JaqoHu BUaHO. U crana
3ameyaTh CoBeCTb, YTO JieJia B KOPOJIEBCTBE B YIAJI0K NPUXOIAT. BecHoit cesTh
mopa — cedrenn oTMaxuBaroTcs: «A! VYcmeem! Bpemenu eme mHOro!»
Boponuts, maxaTh Hamo — Maxapu APBIXHYT A0 00eaa, MOTOM IJia3a MpOoAEpyT,
HaexsaTCcsl MPOLUIOTOJHMX 3alacoB M Jaibllie CHarh 3aBaysiTcs. B 3amke
HEelesIMA HUYEro He yOupaercs — TbUIb, COp, MAayKH B YIJIax, TapaKaHbI
OeratoT... Bce xamyrorcs apyr apyry: «Ax, xakoit Oapaak! Kakoi yxac! 3a
YTO HaM 3TO HakazaHue!» Bckope 0OBHHATH OMUH APYroro MpUHIMCE. Ja eme
TaKMMHU CJIOBaMH, YTO I[BETHI B FOPIIKAaX OKOHYATENbHO 3aBsTd. OHU M TaK-TO
ycoxmme ObUTH, HEe TOJHMBajl HUKTO. A pyraHb HEKHBbIE LIBETHI JT0OMIIA XyXKe
3aCyXH.

JlagHO OBI TONBKO PYTANUCh, a TO A0 ApPakd Jomuuio: Medra Buenuiach
PomanTHKe B BOJOCHI M OpeT HE CBOMM TroOJIOCOM: «3JTO Thl JOBeJla HAcC [0
TAKOr'0 COCTOSIHUSA. S XOTh HE Jie3y, KOTAa MEHs He CIIPalInBatoT! A ThI TOJIIBKO
obemrate Mactepunia! Bee 6emsr ot Pomantuku!» [lozagn npeiraer Ctpax; oH
CXBaTHJI CBOW LBITaHCKWUH OyOeH M BHIOMBAET 3BYYHYIO JpOOb B TakT BOILIAM
Meutsl. Hapexxna mogbexana Kk AepymuMcs, XoTena pa3HsaTh — a Meura ka-ak
3aemer eif jokTeM B Hoc! Hazekma rae crosura, TaM U cena. JIFoOOBb CMOTPHUT
Ha Bce 3T0 Oe300pasue, ria3éHKamMH 3axiornaia, nmoonegHena — 1 B OOMOPOK.
CoBectb KpnuuT ¢ BhIIKH B pymnop: «lIpekpatute!» Kyna tam! Kak pa3 eme
VYHOpsMCTBO 10OMOH BO3Bpaliagoch Ha JUXOM KOHE. A TyT eme CKeNTuk
3apsiwil CBOIO MYIIKY Ja Kak IIapaxHeT B Bo3Ayx! Jlomaap moHecna, KOro-To
cinbna, Jo6oBe 4yTh He pactonTana... B oOmem, korga Bce MalleHBKO
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ouyxanuch u FOmop npusen JIto60Bb B 4yBCTBO, HUKTO HE MOI' BCIIOMHUTb, C
gero Bcé Hadasock. [loka CoBecTh (i MO HONTY CIy>KOBI TOJarajioch BCE
3aMeydaTh U coo0paxarth ObIcTpee Apyrux) He mporoopuia: «A rae JIens?»

B oTtBer w3 rmaBHO# OamHM JOHECCS H3IEBAaTENbCKHHA XOXOT. JIeHb
crosuta Ha OangkoHE, yIepeB pPykH B OOKa, W OT HOyIIM HacIaKIaaach
MIPOUCXOASIINM.

CoBecTb BBIIPSMUIIACH U KPUKHYJIA!

— Orto tBom npoaenku! Tel naBHo Cepare pacmaTteiBaemib! Y Oupaiics!

Jlenp xoxouer myie mnpexHero. HakoHel, OTCMEsBIIKCH, Jaja TaKylo
OTIOBEb:

— Ts1, CoBecTb, TTIOTKY 3psI HE JIepH, CTyIIail Ha CBOIO BBILIKY U CHUIM TaM,
KaK MBIIIKa B HOpKe. Pykn y Te0s KOPOTKHM — MEHS BBITHATh. A BBI, OCTaJIbHEIE,
MHE COCITYXKHJIM HETUIOXYIO clyxk0y. bynere manHbkaMu, emmé cociry>kKuTe.

— He Oynem mbl nanabkamu! — BEIKpUKHYJIA Y IPSIMCTBO.

— Ts1, YOpsAMcTBO, XOUeIIh CO MHOM CHJIOW TIOMEPUTHCA? — BKPATINBO
crpocuina Jlens.

YHOpsMCTBO Kak-TO Cpa3y CKHCIa U HUYEro HE OTBETHJIA.

Bcekope mocie Toro ciyuas o0OwsBuiics B Cepliie OuYeHb BaXKHBIM
TOCIIOJINH, KpacuBbli Kak 4€pT. 3Banu ero Ye€pueim Omytom. Kto takoit? Uto
emy Hago B Cepaue? Hukto He 3Ha1. [loroBapuBanm, 4To HacTosiee ero uMs B
CTPOTOM CeKpeTe, uTo caM OH... Ho cTouT nu mepenaBaTh IOCYXKHE TOJKH?
Hocrarouno cka3ath, uto U€pHbeii OmyT >xenwics Ha JleHu, 3aBen cebe
mo00BHULY — MeuTy — U cTal IpaBUTh 0aJI0M BO BCEM KOPOJIEBCTBE.

Jlrobun oH mmkoBaTh. UTO HU JEHb — TO MHUPYIIKA Ja momnorka. Bce
3amachbl B KOPOJIEBCTBE YHHUTOXKWJIHM, OTKyJIa HOBbIE OepyT — HeW3BecTHO. B
3aMKe [IapOM MOKAaTH, XKUIbLB! XOAAT U 3y0aMM KJIAlaloT, KaK BOJIKU 3UMOU. A
B IIaBHOI1 OaIrrHe KaXIpIi IeHb Becelbe. BUHO peKoii, 3aKyCKH BCAKHE U3 OKOH
IOBBIPAKOT OT HECYCTO J€JIaTh. IToTom MY3bIKa HAYMHACTCA, U Meuta ImpsAMO Ha
CTOJIE TaHIyeT. JIeHb BO3JIEKHUT Ha KPOBATH U B JIAZOIIN TAKT OTOMBAET. A 4yTh
moroas Yepnerit OMyt cnmxuBaeT JleHb ¢ kpoBath u caM e€ 3aHmMmaeT. C
Meuroii BMecTE.

Hapexna He Bblmepxana — yOekana w3 TiaBHoi OamHu. [loxoamna-
nmoxonuia — Kyaa Obl mpuTkHyThca? CrbimuT: 30BeT e€ PomaHTHKa K cele.
ObpanoBanace Hanmexna. [logusimace k' PomaHThKe, cenwt OHU PSABIIIKOM U
3aIlUTakaid HaB3pblI. A MOTOM JAaBall yTemiaTh Ipyr Apyra: Moi, OyJdeT ¥ Ha
HaIlleH yJauIe Npa3HHUK, TOJIBKO HaleHcs U XKAU.

Tyt ckpunnyna ageps, u Bomen Ckentuk. C MUHYTY OH MOJ4a CTOSUI, a
MIOTOM BBICKA3aJICS:

— Moxert ObITh, yBaXKacMble 1aMbl CKaXyT, Y€r0 HMEHHO OHH XIyT W Ha
9TO HajeroTcs? Primapu 6e3 cTpaxa u ympeka JaBHO MEPEeBENNCh. A eCln JTaxe
U OCTaJINCh, TO YBEPAIO Bac, OT HUX XJIONOT ewi€¢ Oojblle, YeM MbI celdac
nMeeM. Mexry Ipo4nM, y Hac yKe He KOpPOJEBCTBO, a MMPOXOJHOU ABOp. S Ha
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Toi Hezgeme BcrpeTwsi CoOBECTh, OHA B Tpaype: MOJ, KaKOW s TapIIMBBINA
CTpaxHHK. A cerogHs 3ax0xxy — COBECTh B IyTeib MbsIHAS U CITUT MEPTBEIIKUM
cHOM. OCTanuch MBI 0€3 CTpa)KHHUKA, & BBl TYT O BCAKUX MPa3IHUKAX. ..

— XOTb CO CTPaXHUKOM, XOTh 0€3 HET0 — XyKe BCE paBHO YK€ OBITh HE
MOXKET, — Bo3pasuia PomaHTHKa.

— JleBouka MOs1, IOBEPb, YTO MOXKET. ..

— 51 tebe He nmeBouka! — B3BWIACh PoMaHTHKa, MOYEMYy-TO KpacHes. —
YOupaiics )xuBeil U3 MOETO oMa, TTOKa s C JIECTHHITBI TeOsI He CITyCcTIIa!

CKenTuK, yCMEXHYBIIUCH, BBINIEN. EjBa OH 3axJIOMHYNT ABEPh, Kak
yCIBIIIA FPOXOT U 3BOH OCKOJKOB. JT0 POMaHTHKa METHyna eMy Bciiel HU B
YeM HE TIOBHHHBIN TTIMHSHBINA KyBIIMH. UTO ATO KYBIIMH, a HE Tapeika Kakas-
HUOyasr — CKeNTHK, KOHEYHO, 3HaTh He Mor. OJHAaKO MEIOAWYHBIH 3BOH
pazOmBaeMoll TOCYZABlI 3BEHEN y HEro B yIIax Bech JeHb. M kak HH TpscC
CKenTuK rojIoBoH, Kak HU CTapa’jcs €ro NporHaTb — HUYEro He MoIy4yanoch.

*k*k

— Mp1 npumy. 3aech rpaHuna, — YHbIHHE OpOCHIIa KOTOMKY Ha 3eMJIIO.

— W HukTO HE oxpanser? — npoTsaHyna CKyka.

— Oxpana BHyTpH. COBeCTh, Oy/Ib OHA TPYKIBI POKJIATA. . .

— A MHe He cTpamHa Hukakast CoBectb, — ckazana Cepoctb. — OHa MeHA
IPOCTO HE YBUIUT. S 1oy nepBoi.

CepocTh molnIa 1Mo KOPOJEBCTBY, C JIOOOMBITCTBOM OTJISIbIBasch. Ho
OYeHb OBICTPO JHOOOMBITCTBO CMEHMUIOCH HEAOBOJILCTBOM. CIHIIKOM SPKHM U
pasHooOpa3zubM Obi10 Cepaue, mo mueHnio Cepoctu. «Hy Huuero, st ObicTpo
HaBey 3/IeCh CBOM MOPSIIKNY, — MPOOOPMOTala OHa, IOAOHPasICh K 3aMKYy.

Ob6omuna Bce OammHM, MOTIsAAeNa, KTO [AE JKUBET, M HampaBujach B
rnaBHylo. Tam ryiasHee B camom pasrape. Ho exgsa CepocTs mepecTymnuia
nopor, kak Yépuprit OMyT MUTOM pa3BEpHYJICS K ABEPU U CIIPOCHIL:

— Ts1 kTO W uTO TEOE 31ECh HANO?

— A 161 TuX0# apens. A Bc€ Cepiie o0oria, HUIKTO HE 3aMETHI. A ThI —
cpasy... He 3ps, Bumare, B riaBHoM OamrHe xuBelib. S — CepocTh, BeIMKas U
MOTYILECTBEHHAsI. A ThI KTO TaKOi?

UeEpHsbrit OMyT B OTBET YyCMEXHYJICS:

— UépupiM OMyTOM 37€CHh MEHSI KIMYYT, U THl 30BU TaKKe. A HE X04ellb
mn, CepocTh, 3aKIIOYHTh CO MHOW JPYKECTBEHHBIM c0i03? S ObI OT Takoi
[IOMOIIIHUIIBI HE OTKAa3aJICH.

— 4 cornacHa.

— ITo pykam!

Tak u octanmack CepocTh XKUAThH B TJIABHOW OarrHe.

Crnenyromum B Cepauie ornpasuics [lokoi. [len, onupasich Ha 6aTOXOK,
4acTO OCTaHABIWBAJICA M ToBopui cam cebe: «BoT mobepych no Temioro
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XKWIIbS, JIATY HAa TEPUHKY W TPyOOuKy 3akypio. M rimaBHOe — HM O YeM He
mymath. Bot Giraromatb-To!»

Hopora [lokoro monanack kakas-To HepoBHas. B kongoOunax na yxabax,
OYJIBDKHHMKH TaM U csiM Baisitorcst. OOpyrain ITokoi HEpaauBBIX CTPOUTEICH U
comen ¢ gopord. Ilo msarkoit TpaByiike mowtu pemmi. Jla He TyT-TO OBLIO:
cZienan JBa Iara — 3alHyJicad 0 KOPEHb U MOJIETEN BBEPX TOPMaIIKaMu.

— Jla 4TO XK€ 3TO Takoe Ha CBeTe JeeTcs! — MNpUYMTan CTapuk,
MOHUMASCh U OTPSIXWBasCh. — BOT yXe 3aMOK BHIHO, a B HEM HENpPEMEHHO
NepUHKa IyX0oBasi JJoJbKkHA ObITh. J{a He ojHa. Hano mobupatscs. ..

He ycnmenm oH noroBoputh, Kak 3eMisl IIOJ HOTaMM 3aKOJbIXaJIach.
3emieTpsaceHne Hadaiaock. 1IoKos MOAXBATHIIO, MIBBIPHYJIO, MEPEBEPHYJIO H
HAITOJIOBHHY 3aChINAJIO 3€MJIEN U BCAKUM XJIAMOM.

— Oit-oit-oit! Ilpexparute! f... 370... yxoxy! He moiiny B 3amok!

3emierpsicenue ocraHoBUiIOCh. [okoi ene BeIOpasics u3 3aBana. «BuuaHo,
gyer MeHs Cepare u myckaTh He xoder, — goragancs I[lokoit. — Iloliny-ka s
nmydiie KyAaa-HUOyAb Ha OKpawWHy, Haly MaJeHbKUN MOMHIIKO W OYIy THXO
JKUTh-TIOKUBATh. A TYT, B IEHTPE, HECTIOKOMHO CIIUILIKOM.

Tak oH u cnenan. 1 3axui npuneBaroyu.

Bpaspanouky, BnepeBajouky IBHUHYyIach B IyTh CKkyka. 3arisHyna B
MaJIEHbKHMI HEIIPUMETHBIN JOMUK — M YBUJEJA CBOErO OTLA.

— Cirymaif, mamna, Thl 4ero 3/1eCh JIeaeib?

— JKuBy. MHe TyT, MOHUMAaeUb, XOPOILIO, CIOKOIHO. Temno, cyxo, HUKTO
He MemnaeT. CoceIku cepo0oNpHBIE exy mpuHOocAT. JIexxy aa mokypusaro. Uto
crapuky emie Hajo? Kctath, 3aTssHYThCS HE Keaeinb?

Ckyka ¢ HaclmakIEHHUEM cJieiaja rapy 3aTsHKeK U BepHya TPyOKy.

— Hy 4ro 370 3a H3HB — KypuTh Aa BajsaThes. CKyuyHO. S nydiie B 3aMOK
notigy. B 3aMkax, TOBOpST, TOCTOSTHHO O0pbh0a UIIET HE HA )KUBOT, a HA CMEPTh.

— Bopwoa... O, cioBo-To Kakoe ckaszaia Thl, JOUYeHbKa! — 3aKanuIsIICs
Ioxoii. — [la 3auem oHa Hy)Ha-TO? DTO K BEpHAs CMEPTH!

— Xa! CmepTb... MBI OeccMepTHBI. A 3aueM HYKHO BOOOIEe Bce Ha
ceete? Utob co ckyku He mogoxHyTh. 1 6opnba 3atem xe.

— He xomwmma OB THI B 3aMOK, JJOYSHBKA. . .

Ckyka B3BWIIACh, OY/ITO €€ KATISTKOM OIIITapHIIH.

— He xonuna 6w1?! DT0 Ha KO¥i 3k TOT/Ia JIsiT MBI ctojia Tonanu? CaM Tpyc
U IPYTHX TaKHMHU K€ X0UeT caenaTh. Sl HUKoro u Hu4uero He 6otocs! — C sTuMu
cioBamu CKyka BBIOEKaja W3 J0Ma, XJOMHYB Ha MpOIIaHue aABephio. Jla Tak,
YTO C KPBIILIN COJIOMA TIOCHINANACH.

Uner Ckyka mo mopore W BUANT — MalleHbKasl, XyAeHbKas, 000pBaHHAS
¢urypka HaBctpeuy. U Bokpyr HuKOT0. OcTaHoBHIach CKyKa M CITPALTBACT:

— JeBouka, kak TeOs 3o0Byr? WM mouemy ThI coBceM omana? Takoit
MaJeHbKON HENb3s T'YJISTh OJTHOM.

11



— Mens 30ByT JIt000Bb. A OfHa s, MOTOMY YTO y MEHS COBCEM HE
oCcTajoch Jpy3edl. PaHbime... paHblie Tak Xopoiro Obuto... — u JIr000Bb
pa3peBenach.

Ckyka oOHsma ee, a y camoii Ha yMme: «Tak BOT, OKa3bIBaeTCs, Kakas
JIro0oBn! SI MHOro 0 He# ciblmaina. Ho oHa Tak Majia ¥ HaMBHA, YTO HE MOYKET
ObITH cepbe3Hol conepHuLeil. U Bcé-Taku e€ Hago yCTpaHUThY.

JIr060Bb MEXIy TEM KOE-KaK yCIIOKOMIJIACh U paccKa3bIBaa:

— Mas1 xuBeM B OOJIBIIOM KPacHBOM 3aMKke. BepHee, OH paHblie ObLT
KpacuBblii. Ham Ob10 Becesio xuth. [1o Bedepam MbI cOOMpaJIMCh BO IBOPE,
pazBoamMnu Kocrep. Meuta TaHieBasia, PomanTuka mnema, FOMop myTtun u
MOKa3bIBAI BCSKHE TPIOKH U (DOKYCBHL. YTIPSMCTBO paccKasblBaia UCTOPUH O
cMenbix moasx. A Hapexna m CkenTwk urpaiu B Imaxmarel, Hagexma —
OenbiMu, a CKeNTUK — YepHBIMU. M MBI pazaensiice Ha ABa jareps 1 Oomenu 3a
Hux. 1 CoBecTs 3armsaapiBana K HaM Ha oroHek. Jlaxxe xorna Ctpax aenan HaM
BCSIKHE TIAKOCTH, MBI HEe OOWXKalIHCh, TONBKO cMesuinch. Co MHOH Bce Torna
urpanu u apyxuinu. Y 6su10 yrto nokymate. Torna JleHs Obiia maneHbkas. A
IIOTOM OHa BBIPOCHA, CTANO TakK IUIOXO, Tak moxo! Bce cramu ccopurthcs,
pyratbcsi. Yke KOCTep HHKTO HE 3aKUTan UM BMecTe He coOupancs. W crano
HEYero ectb. A morom, — JIr0OOBH 3alIMbIraja HOCOM, — IOTOM MPHIIEN
Yépubiit OmyT. S ero 6orock. OH Takoil KpacuBBIH, a 10 MPaBAE — CTPAILHBIN.
OHu Tenepsb KaXKIbIH JeHb B TJIaBHOW OalllHe MUPYIOT, & KTO C HUIMU HE XOYeT —
Te TojoAHbIe. M g Tenmeps coBceM O/lHA, U MHE KaxeTcs, s CKOpo ympy. Ters,
Thl HAM TIOMOYb HE MOXEIIb?

Ckyka nornanuia JIro6oBb 1o TosoBe:

— bennas manenbkas aeBouka! ThI, BUJHO, COBCEM HMYET0 HE 3HACIIbL O
KU3HHU. Bce Bally MECHU U IUISICKM POBHBIM CYETOM HUYEro He crosT. OHu
HaBOJSIT CKYKY.

— Her, net! Ham Torna He ObUIO CKy4HO!

— A ecim BaMm He OBUIO CKY4YHO, 4TO K€ BBl Bc€ 3abpocunu? —
BKpPaIUBHIM roiiocoM crpocuia CKyka.

— Ha s e roopto: 310 Bcé Jlenp u U€p...— JItoOOBHL BAPYT 3€BHYyNA. —
Msae ckyuno. @y, moueMy Thl Takas IpOTHBHAs, TeTsA? — JIl000Bb OTBEpHYIIACH,
C TPECKOM 3€BHYJIa €UIE pa3, 3allaTajgach U CBAIAJIACH B TPABY.

— Bot u otnuuHO, — mporoBopmina Ckyka. — Bcé, 9aro Hamo, s y3Hana, a
JIeBUOHKA OyzeT craTh Joro. Ha Ham Bek XBaTHT.

B 3amke Ckyka morpeiziack co cBoei matepbio u UépHbiM OMyTOM 32
MpaBO TJIABEHCTBOBATh, HAIUIA MOAAEPXKKY B june JleHn u OBICTPEHBKO
no0uach CBOETO.

He ycnenu obOuraTenu riaBHOH OalllHW JOTOBOPUTBHCS — CIBIIIAT: BO
JIBOpE KaKOW-TO IIyM, raM, KPUKH, BU3T, XOXOT... BBINISIHYIM B OKHO — a 3TO
Hdyps BOkpyr ce0si Bech 3aMOK co0palla U pacCKa3blBaeT KaKyl-TO MCTOPHIO.
[Toxoxe, y’kacHO CMEIIHYI0, IOTOMY YTO BCE OT CMeXa IO 3eMJIe KaTaroTcs U
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BH3KAaT, Kak IOpOCsITa IMOX HOXKOM. Meura yBuzaena: «S1 kK HEUM xouy!» —
OKOIIIKO pacrmaxHyjia Ja Kak curader! Ymmbia JIeByl0 HOTY U YyTh IOHIDKE
cnunbl. OHako yape! ypu okasanuch cuibHee, 1 MedTa NpuHsIIACh XOXOTaTh
BMECTE CO BCEMH.

OcraBmasics 9eTBepKa neperisaaynach. UEpHprit OMyT 3aXJIONMHYI OKHO U
CKaza:

— Wnrepecnas gamouka. C e€ MOMOIIBI0 MOYKHO MHOTO CIIENIATh.

Ckyka (bIpKHYIa:

— NuTepecnas! Y Hee mamnanra mojgoyMHBIH ObLI, BOT H...

— lloka pgypakd KpHBISIOTCA, YMHBIE JIIOOM 33 UX CIHHOH
MIPOBOPAYMBAIOT OOJIBIINE JEla.

— A MBI TYT BCe YMHBIE JIFO]TH, HE TIpaBa in? — qobasmia JIeHb co cBoero
JI0%a U YXMBUIbHYJIACh.

— JlaBaiite 3axmounm coro3, — nporosopuina Cepocts. — Beerna u Beszae
pabotath npyr Ha ApyxKy. Toraa Ml OyeM HermoOe IUMBEI.

— PaGorars! — ¢uznonomus Jlenn ckpuBmiach, OyaTO OHa HPOTIIOTHIA
JIMIMOH C COJIBIO.

Ckyka MoBTOpHO (PBIpKHYJIA U TIOKOCHIIACH HA MATh.

— To He xoTena BIACTh JEIUTh, TO B COIO3 30BET... Paz0oeplmn Te0s nuém
¢ ¢ponapém!

— A uro, — 3agyMmunBO npoTaHyn Y€puenii OmyT, — 310 naes. Kaxaprit
caM 10 ce0e, KOHEUHO, O4YEHb CHJICH, HO YTO OYJeT, eclii 00beAMHUTHC!.. A TO
IpbI3EMCS, KaK MayKy B 0aHKe. JTak HAC Bpard MOOAMHOYKE YXJIOTAIOT.

— Cxaxems Toxe: Bparu! B 3ToM KOpoieBcTBE HET HH OJHOTO
CepbE3HOT0 MPOTUBHHKA, — cKa3ana CKykKa.

JleHsb TyT e OTKITUKHYJIACh:

— O, ma! Yx s 00 aToM mo3abotunace. Paboter (mpu 3ToM nmenu JleHp
OIISITH CMOPIIUIIACH) B HAIIMX KpasX OTPOSICH HE ObIBalO. A 3TH OOOPMOTHI. ..
Hy d4ro onm moryt caemars? MM neHp naxe mymaTh. EcTh, mpaBra, oauH
BpeaHslil Tun — [Touemyuka. EMy He neHb 3aaBaTh BCAKUE AypalKUE BOIIPOCHI.
TONBKO M CHBIIINIIG: «IOYEMY», «3aUeM», «KaK», «a 3TO 4TO, 3TO IS Yeroy.
[IpenenpusTHelinas TuaHOCT,. HO OH CHUMaeT KaKyro-TO Xubapy Ha OKpauHe,
CIOJ]a OH HE CYHETCSI.

— Ha oxpamne? — mepecrpocmna Ckyka. — Tam ke I[loko# mocemnwcs.
Hano Oyner naiitu [Touemydky U cBeCTH ¢ HUM, BOT OyAeT yMopa.

— C yma, uto 1, counta? — 3ammunena Cepocts. — Be€ ucnoprumis!

— C Kakux 3TO MOp MHE CTaH POT 3aThIKaTh? ThI, MaTh, 3a0bIIa, KTO BacC
ctona npuBen? He s — Tak Obl 1 cuaena B CBoel pa3Baliioxe. A TyT Halo ke —
MTOHPABUJIOCK. ..

CepocTh yk€ TPUTOTOBHJIACH METaTb T'POMBI U MOJHHH, HO YEpHBIN
OMmyT BcTasl MEXAYy HUMH U TIPOTOBOPHIL

13



— bpelik, neBouku. [Ipeaiararo HeMeAJIEHHO 3aKIIOYUTh COI03 YETHIPEX U
HUKOTJIa HEe paccTaBaThcs. Y He ccoputhes, — 100aBUI OH YUyTh MOTOJIS.

— Jlagno. Cornacha, — npodypuana CepocTs.

Iloka cyn na geno, mym BO JBOpe mnoyTux. J[Bepb oTBopuiiach, U B
0anrHIO BOIILIA, HET, BBaJMiIack Meura.

— UYépuprit Omyt! — mpoctoHana oHa. — Cnacu menst! Tam npumuia
3en€Has TETKa, OHA BCEM JIaeT MUTh KaKOe-TO 3€lIbe, OT HEro Tak mapuuBo! A-
a-al..

— A 3aueM TbI uya? — crpocuil YEpHBIN, CKPECTHB PYKH Ha TPY/IH.

— Tak Bce mum, u ... Oif, He Mory, mHe Tuioxo. lllac peirate Oymy!
Cmacure!

— Xopoia, 0HaK0, Y MeHs Jouka, — mpuirypunach Ckyka, TIAas Ha

Meury.

— S ne nmouxa! S HOYKa, KBOYKA, — SI3bIK y MeUTbl OKOHYATEIBHO
3amiéncs. OHa eje cTosia Ha Horax.

— Jypa tb1 Habutas! — He Beimepxkana Cepoctb. — 910 Tocka Tebs

Hanouna. Eil BoH nouka, — MaxHyna Ha Ckyky, — a MHe BHyuka. IloHsdna,
KpacoTka?

[Moxamy#t, kpacoTkoii MeuTy Ha3BaTh ObUIO TpyIHO. MdAToe TrpsizHOE
IUIaThe, MyTHBIA B3I, XBaTaHUE 3a CTEHKY... UEPHBIN IUIIOHYJ U BhIOEKAT
13 OalllHu.

CHpIIUT: 32 YIIIOM KPHUKH U BOTUIH. PyrHyIcs, BBIOEKaI 3a yrojil ¥ BUAHT
Takyl0 JEKOpalMIo: BECh [BOP 3alUT YEM-TO TATYYHMM U 3€IEHBIM, Kak
OoJIOTHAast XWKa, BamseTcss ImycTas Ooduka, pspoM c Heil Bamsercs FOmop,
PomanTuka uaeTr mo creHouke, a Mocpedu ABOpa Ty3AT Apyr apyra Tocka u
Hdypb. 1 opyT IypHBIMH FOJIOCAMU:

— Kpachprii!

— 3enéubiii!

— Kpacnsprii!

— 3enénslii! 3en€ublid, 1 TOYKa!

— S ckazana — KpacHsIi!

Yepnplii OMyT cHauana mMoJr000Balicsi Ha HUX, MOTOM PaCIIBBIPSIT B
pa3HbIE CTOPOHBI U CIIPAIINBACT:

— OT0 y Bac OT 3e/1bs YepJaKy I0eXald WK [0 APYroMy MOBOIY?

Jyps, yTupas KpoBaBbI€ COIUIH, 3aBEpelaa:

— S xo4y XHUTh BOT B 3TOH KpacHOH OalleHke, a 3Ta xaba XOdueT ee
3en€HON cenaTh, IieceHs HaBecTr. He momymry!

Tocka B oTBeT:

— Y MeHs OT TBOETo KpacHOTro 3yObl HOIOT. S To)ke X0uy 371eCh JKHTh.

UEpHbIii ynpIOHYIICS:

— VY Hac yxe ecTb 3¢neHast OaluHs. beiBiiee BoH ero, — kuBHyJ Ha FOmop,
— xwmib€. [loinem, mpoBoOKy.
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Bzsn Tocky non pyky u ynanuncsa. Hanomnro.

I'me-to waca wepe3 aBa FOmop mpouyxancs, Koe-Kak MOTHSIICA U — IO
CTeHOYKe — romen qoMoi. [Ipuxoaut — uro 3a romop! bamenka Oblia Bec€noro
3eIEHOTO IBETa, a Temepb Oyaro B 00i0TO OKyHyiH. CKOpPO JISATYIIKH
3aKBaKaT. A U3 OalIHN YbHU-TO TOJIOCA TOHOCSATCSI.

IOMop mociyman ¢ moJIMUHYTHI, PYTHYJICS, TOUIYTHI caM Haja co0oil u
nouien, KyAa raasza rsgst. Uaér u secrpeyaer PomaHTuky. A Ta B3BOJHOBaHHAsS
TaKas:

— FOmop, 161 JIt060BBG ciy4aitHo He BuaEN?

— Her. JlaBHO yxe.

— A BApYT ¢ Hell 4To-HUOY b HEXOPOoIIee CIYIHIIOCH?

— Hy mocynu cama, PomaHTHKa: 94TO MOXKET cIay4uThest ¢ JII000BBI0?

— Ho ona emé Takas maneHbKas. . .

IOmopy BHe3anHo nepenanack TpeBora PoManTHKH.

— A Benp, W mpaBia, S JaBHO ee He BcTpedald. [loutw ¢ Toro maHS, Kak
npunuia Ckyka.

PomanTHKa moaHsIa CyXyl0 BETOUKY W momaxana ero. [Ipuneren Oesnbrii
roiryOoK M ceJl Ha PYKY.

— Tebe cmepxy Bcé BuaHo. Iloackaxkn — kyma mponana JIro60Bb? —
MpoIlenTaga OHa NTUIIE.

T'omy6Gok 3aBOpKOBAIT ¥ TIOJIETEI, KaK OBI IIpHTJalias cIeA0BaTh 3a COOOM.

Pomantrka u KOmop monmmu 3a auM. nm, mmu 1 yBuaenn JIxo00oBb; oHa
Jiekana Ha TpaBe M NOHaudany nokasaijack UM mepTBoil. Ho KOmop motporan
IyJIBC, MOCITYIIAT CEPALE U B3LOXHYIL:

— OT0 TpocTo TTyOoKuit coH. Ho HAacTONMbKO TIyOOKHi, 4TO HaM €€ He
pa30yauTh. Y HUKTO 13 HAIIMX HE Pa30yIuT.

— E€ Hago oTtHecTH B 3aMoK. Henb3d xke e€ 31ech OCTaBIIATS.

— A kyzna mbI e€ neHem? Moro GamHio 3aHsma Tocka ¢ UépHbIM. A rae
JIto6oBp xumia, Tam Jyps mocemunack. M BooOmie — kak OBl eli TaM dYero
IUIOXOTO He cemany, — 03a0boueHHo ckaszan KOmop.

— To1 xe cam roBopuit, uTo ¢ JIFOOOBBIO HUYETO CIYYUTHCSI HE MOXKET.

— B HameM 3aMke BCE MOXKET. ..

— Hy, xBatur comim pasBoguts! FOmop HaseiBaercs! bepu pebGenka u
nouutn! B moeii Oamne ynoxum. B ciyyae yero — Ckentuka kinukHeM. OH UM
MTOKAXET. ..

— Hy gero tBo#t CkenTuk mokaszars Moxet? dury B kapmane?

— Hwuuero oH He Moif, 1 caM THI ¢ura 0e3 KapMaHa, — HETIOHSATHO C Yero
obunenack Pomantuka u yoexana Ha J€CSTh IIaroB BIEpe/.

FOmop moxan rutedamu, Tisins Beien PomanTHke. 3ateM OepeskKHO B3sil
Jto6oBp Ha pyku u nonéc. Kakas ke oHa Oputa OnemHas u rpyctHas! ['pycTs
3acThllIa Ha JIETCKOM JIMYHKE, ¥ TPYIHO CKA3aTh, IINIO €My 3TO BBIPAKECHUE WITH
HeT.
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Uynowm ycnen KOmop monectn JIroO0BE 1 cipsTath B OanrHe PoMaHTHKH.
[IpumnosxamoBaa B KOPOJEBCTBO BaxkHas mepcoHa — OOmma-Ha-Becb-Caer.
3BIPK-3bIPK TJ1a3aMHU TyAa-crofia. 3amnuia B roctd Kk CTpaxy.

— Tsl xT0?

— Crpax. A TbI?

— Obuna-na-Becs-Caet. Ciryroit Mmoum Oy ernis!

Crpax momsITancs o0uaeThCs:

— M&I Bce cBOOOIHBIC TPaXKIaHE, & TYT. ..

— 3arkauce! — nmepebuna O6uma. — HenaBmxy cBoboxy. Jla m ThI Takoit
Xe, HHa4ye He 3a0uBasics Obl B TEMHYIO HOpY. Tak uTo AaBail Mo-xopoemy.

— CormnaceH, coriaceH, — yroyiuBo 3aberan Ctpax.

— Jlns Havana csijib, 3aTKHUCH M PACCKaXH MHE, KTO TYT €CTh KTO. TOJBKO
PO MOUX poaNYeH HEe HaJo. Sl uX 10 MEUYEHOK 3HAIO.

— Hy... Tyt x)uBy 4, norom Yépusiit OmyT, Meura, Jlens... PomMaHTHKA,
Owmop, Yopsimcro, Hanexxna u JIro60Bb.

—Uro?! — O0uaa BCKouMIIa, ONPOKUHYB CTYII. — JI1000BB?!

— Ycnokoiitech, rocnoxa, ycnokonrech, — generan Crpax. — S Buzen,
kak FOmop Hec e€ crimnryro. OHa cIUT BEYHBIM CHOM U HUKOTJ]a HE TIPOCHETCS.

— Cnsiiast — 310 Xopoto. .. 1 OvI npeAnowia BUAECTh €€ MEPTBYIO, HO pa3
OHa CITUT, TO HET mpobieM. A BoT ¢ FOMopom Hano pazoOpartbes. — OOuma
BBIIILIA, JAJKE HE MPUKPHIB 33 COOOM JABEPb.

OMop B 53TO0 BpeMmsi mpoxaxuBajics TO [BOPY, AyMmas, Kyaa ObI
MPUTKHYTHCA. BApyT, CJIOBHO HM3-TTOJ 3€MJIH, BEIPOCIA TEepe] HUM HE3HAKOMKa
Y CTIpaIIiBacT:

— Ts1 FOMop?

—Ja. A...

— A s OOupa-na-Becr-CBerT. A ABa Ko371a Ha Y3KOM TpPONHMHKE HE
pazormayTes. YOoupaiics.

— Oro0 emie nmoyemy?

— Tor eme 3agaems Borpockr? — O6una risHyna FOmopy npsMo B riasa.
Xomnoja mpoOpancst He TONBKO B JyIIy, HO U B TATKH. UTOo TYyT caenaenib?
PasBepuyncs FOMop u momien, Kyaa riaza TISAST. «3aTO HE HAAO TOJIOBY
JIOMaTb, TJI€ MOCEIUTHCS, — Pa3MBIILISUT OH. — Jlyyllle yX 1Mo OTKPBITEIM HEOOM
HOYEBaTh, 4YeM B 3TOM raaounuke. Tonbko JIto60Bb xkanko. [IpocHercs au oHa
korpa-an0yas? Kakoil Takoil mpuHIl pa3OyauT HaIly CIISIIYIO KpacaBuiyy? OX,
MHE 3TO HE IO CHJIaM, a >Kajby.

IOmop cBepryn ¢ moporu u 3a0pén B nec. [lotomy u He BHIEN W HE
CNBIIMIAN, C KaKUM TOP)KECTBOM IIIECTBOBAJIA 1O 3aBOEBAHHOMY KOPOJIEBCTBY
VYubiHKE. 3acipimaB e€ My3bIKy, HApOJI pa3zderaiics, 3aThIKall yIIH, 3aphIBAJICS B
nogymkd u B 3emimo. Ho Bc€ ObUIO HampacHO: MOXOpPOHHAS MENOIUs
MIpOHUKaJa MoJ Yepen U pazbeiana Mo3T, 3aMeIsiia X0/ CEpALA.

16



B 3amox YHbpIHHE He Tonnia. Pa3z0wmia mox mepeBoM ImanaTky, JISKHUT, Ha
Iyanodke mourpeiBaeT. Yero-to Bpoae He xBaTaeT. CKyka ee KypuTh Hayumiaa. A
BCKOpE OHHM HAalTM KaKylO-TO TPaBKy C OEJIEHBKHMH LBETOYKAMH, CTaJH
3aBapuBaTh W MUTh. BhINbellb — U Tak xopouio... Jlo Beyepa. A mOTOM OMSATh
BBITIUTH XOYETCH. ..

Kak-to onu nokazanu 3t uetouku Yépuomy OmyTy. OH mocMoTpen u
TOBOPHT:

— Takve mTykH Ha3bIBAIOT HAPKOTHKAaMU. S caMm JOOMI0 3TUM JEIIoM
0anoBaThcs, TOJNBKO y MEHsS OHHM IMOHWHTepecHed. — JlocTanm M3 KapMaHa IIo
koHpeTe 1 npoTaHys CKyKe U YHBIHUIO.

Te cvenu, B rojioc 3a0panu:

— JlaBaii emié!

UYEpHBIi cMeeTCs:

— bompme He pmam. Co BTOpPOro pas3a NpPHUBBIKHETE CMEpPTHO. A o
MPEIMOYNTAI0 CaM UX JIOTIaTh M HU C KEM HE JCITUTHCS.

- XKwmor!

— [Ja, s 3aroucT, — ¢ TOCTOMHCTBOM IMOATBEPAMI TOT, — HO Ybs ObI KOpOBa
MbIYana...

— DT10 s-TO sromcTka? — 3aBommiia YHbeHUE. — Jla s Bcelt gymoit!.. Jla s
Bac crona npusenal a...

— Ioromu, Yueiaue, — nepebmia Ckyka. — UEpHBIN, ThI JIydllle CKaXH,
OTKYyZia ThI KQXKJbIH pa3 Oepéiib KpaTBy M BCSIKHE TMOOPSAKYIIKH s MeuTsl. Y
HAC BelIb HUKTO HUYETrO HE JENAeT, )KPYT, YTO HAMIYT, M XOIAT B pembe. A ThI
Meuty Kak KyKOJIKY HapsDKaellb, 1 OPIOX0 10 OTBaia HabuTh MoXHO. M caM ThI
TaKoH OOBOPOXKUTEINIBHBIN, UTO S MPSAMO HE 3HAK0... — MocieHIo (pa3y Ckyka
9yTh JI HE POMYPJIBIKATIA.

— Uto BaxkHee Bcero B ku3HU? BkycHas ena, KpacuBas BHEIIHOCTb U
NPUATHOE BPEMSIIPOBOXKIAEHHE, — OTBeTHA UEpHBIN, 00HMMass CKyKy 3a Talluio.
— A KakuM crocoO0oM 3TO J00BIBACTCS — HE TaK YK BakHO. — CKyKa, Thl TPHOBI
coOupatp JTFOOUITE? — CIIPOCHIT OH BHE3AITHO.

— A?.. To1 0 yem? — BcTpenenynack Ckyka.

— S roBopro, rpubbl mOOHIBL cobupaTh? A TO s HEJAaBHO TPHOHYIO
NOJISIHKY Hawén. [la moilném, mokaxy.

YHBIHUE MPAYHO YCMEXHYJIACh BCIEA YXOIAIICH MapoyKe.

— I'puOsi... Bugana s Bamm rpu6sl B rpoOy B OeibIX Tamodkax... Bcé-
Taku HempaB YepHBIH, YTO TIaBHOE — JKpaTBa M YAOBOJIbCTBUA. ['aBHOE —
cuna! Bmacte! Korma repen To6oit 6eccunbHbI Thicsau! BoT 3T0 51 moHmMaro!!!

* k%

Kuser Ha cBeTe TakoM HeNOCEANMBBIM Manbuuiuka — Heracumslii
Oronék. Kak Bce mMampumiiky, 000KaeT MpUKIIOYeHUs W myTtemectsusi. Ho B
OTIUYHE OT OONBITMHCTBA, HA YHIO JIONIO BBIIAAAIOT JIUIIH MEUYTHI Ja B3IOXH,
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Orounék AeHCTBUTEIBHO KOYYET ¢ MecTa Ha MecTo. M yx rie moObIBaeT — TaM
€ro He CKOpo 3a0ymyT.

Bor kak-to pa3 mén Orouék, mén, mo CTOpOHAM TISACNH, MECEHKY
HAacBHCTHIBAJI. A dero, CIpaIlnBacTCs, HE HACBUCTHIBATH? JIeHEK ClaBHEII
BBIJIAJICS: COJHIIE CBETHT, a €ClIi O0Jlaka €ro W CKPOIOT — TaK 3aTO BETEPOK
nmoxayet. A Berep OroHEK JIFOOMIT e/1Ba JI1 HE OOJIBIIE COJTHIIA.

Bapyr Bunutr Oronék: uAET eMy HaBCTpEUy Kakas-TO JIEBYIIKA, Aa UAET
TaKk, 4TO TOTO W TJISIAW CBamuTCs. BoBce oCTaHOBWIIaCh, CTOWT, Kadaercs,
BO3IyX pToM xBaTaeT. OroHEK Noadexan K Hel, yJIoXKII Ha TPaBy, HAIOWI U3
moxoaHo# iskku. [leBynika ouHynach U 3aCTOHANA.

— Kro TH1? UTO c TOO60OI? Kak THI 37M€Ch OdUyTHIIach? — CIIpalIuBacT
Oronéx, a caM CMOTPUT Ha HEE U IUBUTCS: JEBYIIKa BPOJE IOHAs, a BOJOCHI
coBceM cefple. «MOoXeT, He HaJo OBUIO CIpaImBaTh? — IyMaeT oH. — MOXeT, y
He€ KaKkoe-HUOyIh rope?»

— S e Mory OoJsbllie Tak >KHTh, — IPOIIENTaNA ACBYIIKA W 3aKpbLIa
rima3za. Ho TyT ke cHOBa OTKpbLIA.

— 1 3Har0, MHE Henb3s paccrnabisaThes, Beab s Hagexna... Ho s, npasna,
He MOry OO0JbIIIe HAXOAUTHCS TaM, — U OHa c1a00 MaxHyJia pyKoi Kyaa-to. — 51
xwmia B Cepale — 3TO KOpPOJEBCTBO Hallle, — HO TaM Hauajics ai, U S He
BBIEpKana... S coexana...

— Tak 161 Hamexma? Uto Obl y BaC HY CIIyYHIJIOCH, Pa3 Thl dKUBA — CIIIE HE
BCE€ MOTEPSIHO, Be/Ib HACKAA YMHUPAET MOCIIETHEH.

— Ja, s xxuBa, HO g HE TaMm, TJIe IOJDKHA OBITh... M BOOOIIEe OT MEHS HeT
HUKaKoro Toiky. Kak u ot Bcex Hamux... S xorena Haiiti Bepy u PaGory, HO 4
HE 3Hal0, IJie UX UckaTh. KcTaTh, Th caM-TO KTO TaKOM?

— Heracumsiii Orosék.

— IlpaBna? — BocknukHyna Hanexxna u cxBatuia ero 3a pyky. — 9TO O
TeOe XOJIAT JISTCH/IbI, YTO Thl HEMTOOEAMMBI?

— Maso nu Kakux jereH] xoaut, — nposopuan Orouék. He mobun on
V3ITUIITHIOI0 3HAMEHHUTOCTbD.

— Her, npaBna! S momia uckaTh KOro-HuOy/ b, KTO MOT ObI HAM ITIOMOYHb,
a Te0sl BCTPETUTh s U HE Hajesuiach. [lomoru Hawm, moxanyiicta! ¥V Hac... y

Hac... — Hajexa onsITh Havana 3a/1bIXaThesl.
— Jla mpekpaTu ThI HEPBHHUYATh U PACCKAXH TOJIKOM, YTO TaM Yy Bac
CTPSICIIOCH?

Hanexxma BHe3amHO yCIOKOWJIACh W 3aroBOpHiia KOPOTKO H  OBICTpO,
CJIOBHO TOTIOPOM pyOwmIa:

— l'ocymapcetBo Ha rpanu pasBaia. Hedero ects. Hewero omets. CTpaxkn
HeT. bopoThcs HEKoMy, Ja HUKTO W He ymeeT. Hac oxkkynupoBanu JleHsb,
VYusiaue, Cepoctb. U emie pasHbiii cOpo.

— UYto X BBl MO3BOJWIM OKKYIHPOBAaTh ceOs pasHOMYy cOpomy? —
ycMmexHyncs OroHék.
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— Kak-to Tak BbIUIO... BHauane aymanu — JlaJiHO, aBOCh MPOMJIET, a
ITOTOM TTO3/THO OBLTO... MBI 5K HU OOPOTHCS, HU paboTaTh HE YMEEM. ..

— A BBI TOBOpUTE MOOOJIBIIE: «MBI HE YMEEM JIa MbI He 3HaeM». Jlymaens,
s ymero? Mnu Bepa u ONM3HSILIKHA, K KOTOPBIM Thl coOpanack? IIpocTo Mbl He
pa3BoAMM €pyHABI, a CMOTPUM, KaK YTO JIydIle clenath — U genaeM. He Goru
TOPILIKU-TO O0KUTAIOT. ..

Hanexna npomosuana. I[loToM, 4T00BI XOTh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, CIIPOCHIIA:

— A 49TO 3TO 32 OJU3HAIIKU?

— Pab6ora u Becenbe, — Orouék yinbiOHyJicsa. — BooOiiie-To oHu He cécTphl,
JlaXkKe BHEIIHE He Moxoku. Ho nmpyr 0e3 Ipy»XKW MPOXUTh HE MOTYT, BCETAa
BMeCTe XOI4T. BOT ux u npo3Banu Tax.

— A THI UX 3HaeIIb?

— A xak xe! JlaBaue apy3pd... He ogHO nemno BMecTe IpoBOpaurBaIHy. . .

— Oi1, Oron€k, CKaXku, TJIe NX UCKaTh, a TO HaM 0€3 HUX He CIIPaBUTHCH. . .

— Jla BbI U He mpoboBau, — MpoBopYall oH. — KcTtaT, KoMy 3TO «Ham»?
OT 4ubero UMEHH Thl TOBOPHUILB?

— Hac mano ocranoch: Pomantuka, CkenTuk, YIOpsIMCTBO HEMOHATHO 3a
koro, FOMmop BeirHanu, JIt000Bb yCHITHIIN. ..

— B cmbicine — ycwmmn? — crnpocui OroH€k, 4yBCTBYS HEMOHSTHOE
BOJIHEHBE.

— Hy, me 3nato, ciiut u Bc€. Pa3dbymuts e€ kTo-TO moimkeH. Kto-to
NpULUIBIA, HE W3 HamMX... — M Hajgexna Kak-TO CTpaHHO B3TJIAHYJA Ha
MaJbUUIIKy. TOT OTBEpHYJICS, 3a4€M-TO CTaJN IMOMPABIATH IIHYPOK Ha OOTHHKE.
Ho odeHb OBICTpPO 3TO 3aHATHE MYy HAIOETO.

— B o0mewm, s risiKy, ¢ BaMH Kalld He cBapulllb. Hago camoMy mopsiiok
HaBOJAWTH. 3HAYHWT, MaBail TOBOpH, B Kakoil ctopoHe Bame Cepare, a Paboty u
MPOYMX HIIM TaMmM-TO W TaMm-TO. M monro He 3aTsArwBaii, a TO OAWH B TIOJeE,
3HACIIb, IIJIOXOM BOUH. ..

Jo6pancs Orouék no Cepiia, UaET U JUBUTCS HA IapsIIee 3allyCTCHUE.
Bypesia, pemeit, moma 06mne3nble, KPHIIIA TPOXYIWINCH, TUIETHH TTOKOCHITUCH.
«Pabora, muiias, Kak e TeOs 3/1ech He XBaTaeT», — nymaeT OroHek.

A BOT OJIH JIOMHUK OY€Hb JIa)Ke MPWIUYHBIN ¢ BUy. M 1bIMOK U3 TPyOBI
UIeT.

— Tak, a 3meck, moxoxe, KUIbEM MaxHeT, — mpodopmoTan Oronék. Cam-
TO OH OBUT BEYHBIM OPOSTO, HE 3HAJI HU JIOMa CBOETO, HU POJHH, HO YIOTHBIC
JIOMHKH O4eHB JiFo0m1. [IpaBna, ToJble CyTOK B HUX HE 3aePKUBAJICS.

[Toctywan B nBeps — He 3amepTo. 3amén. Iledka TomuTces, Koika ¢ Kyden
MEPHUH, OJCsUT W moayliek. JIpIM Ta0adHbIii KOpPOMBICIOM. [laxHeT dYem-To
npuropenbiM. M CKBO3b JIbIM YTaJbIBalOTCS JBE (PUIYyphl — OJHA Ha KOWKE,
JIpyTas y TedH.

— Jlromu moOpeie! — mporoBopuin OroHek. — A HET Ju y Bac, 4eM
HAaKOPMHUTh yCTAJIOr0 IMyTHUKA?
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— A THI ele KTO Takoi? — 3aBepemiana gurypa y mneukd. C yxBaToM B
pykax noackoumia k OroHbpKy U Hauyajla OECLIEPEMOHHO €ro pas3risiablBaTh. —
Ha Tb1 peixuii! A Hy yOupaiics!

— SI-To pBIKWMIA, a BB KAKOBCKHUE?

— Kro tam omare Boxy MyTUT? — JOHECHOCh C mepuH. — OIATh 3TOT
npokiATeId [Touemyuka? [IpuBbeIuKa, TOHM €0 B IIEHO!

— Tu1, Ilokoii, nexxu na moMankupail! — cBepkHyna rinazamu [IpuBbluka,
MaJIeHbKasl BepTKasi 0aO&HKa HeolpelenéHHbIX JieT. — S cama pazdepych, 4To
MHE J1eaTh!

Oronék nomneitancs pasraneTsb [1okos, HO CKBO3b JbIM 3TO HE yAAJIOCh.

— Cynapsr Iloko#f, — cka3ajq OH, OCTaBUB OECIUIOAHBIC IOMBITKH,
MO3BOJIbTE TpeAcTaBuThCs: s Heracumprii Oronék, HampaBisioCh B 3TO
KOpPOJIEBCTBO, U CKOPO 37ech HeOy CTaHET >KapKo, a MOKosA He OyneT Jaxke B
Bamleil XmxuHe. Moe Neno mpexynpeinTs, a BaM pelaTbh, MOXHO JH 3AECh
0CTaBaThCA.

C stumu ciioBamu OroHEK BBIIIENT U3 IOMA, U TYT €ro NPOOHMIT YKacHBIN
Kamienb. Ak nomnojam coruyil. «llozgHee 3axuranue», — IoAyMai OH.

Hakownery kamens npekparusicsi, 1 OroHEK MOIIeN Jaiblie, HUMalIo He
3a00TSCh O TOM, YTO JIEJAIOCh MOCIIE €ro yX0/a.

A Tam Hauasioch cMmsTenue. [1okoil jaske BcTan ¢ KpoBaTu, 4TO CIIy4aaoch
JUIIb B UCKIIOYMTENBHBIX ClIy4asx. BcTanm m 3axoani mo KOMHaTte, a MOTOM
cka3zan [Ipusbruke:

— MHe 4To0-TO Hajgoeno 3aeck. To J04Yb YTO-HUOYAb 0T4e0y4HT, TO FOMOD
HOoc cBOM cyHer. Ilouemyuka MeHs 4yTh B rpo0 He BKOJOTHA... A Tpo
Heracumoro s capixan. Y eciv OH CroJa INPUTALIWICSA, TO MHE YHOCUTh HOTH
Hazo. Mbl BMecTe HE Y)>KUBEMCHL.

— Kyna te1 noiigems? — Bo3pasuna [lpuseiuka. — S toxe nmpo Oroneka
chpIXana, HO 3TO Bce TpenoTHs. OH ofuH, a HamuxX B 3amke kKyda. OHH ero
CTHOST.

— Ox, He Bepro 4... He mactcs oH Tak mMpoCTO. A MOMHHIIG TTOCIOBHILY:
€CJIM OJUH OpOCHJI BBI30B MHOTHMM — OH YK€ HE OJMH? DJak y Hero eie
CONO3HMYKU HAUIyTCH. ..

— Kaxwue eme coro3amukn?! — 3aBu3kana [IpuBeruka. — C yma THI comedn,
gto ;u? OTKyna?

— Mano nu... [ToMsHE MOe c0BO — 10OpOM 3TO HEe KOHUHUTCs. [lokost TyT
He x14... [Toliy-Ka st HICKaThb 110 CBETY CIIOKOMHBIN YTOJIOK.

— Moxer, Tebe eme KapeTy NoAarh? — SI3BUTENBHO MPOIIUIIENa
[TpuBkruka. — [l yno6cTBa mOMCKOB?

— Yro 3a nmypaukue mytku! — orMmaxuyics Ilokoi. — S He mepeHomry
e31bl.
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C stumu cnoBamu [1okoif, B3AbIXast, B35UT U3 yria MOCOX, PACIIPOIIAIICS C
[IpuBbIUKO#, KOTOpass OOCITYyXXHBaja €ro B IOCJICIHEE BpeMs, W TOMIEN Kyaa
MoajbIlie OT Takoro OecrokoitHoro Cepua.

A TlpuBbIuka J0TO €emle mpsTajach 10 OBparaMm M 3aJBOpPKaM, HOYeBaiIa
moa 4gyxkumm 3abopamu. JKuBydas okasanach 0aba m BpemHas 10 ykaca.
Cronpko makocTel KuTensaM noHazaenana! KTo-1o B 0TMECTKY Caimuil €€ JOM.
Henanonro 3To oxyaanio NpUBBIYKHH MBI, A TIOTOM OISITH 3a cTapoe. M korga
CIy4aJIUCh y JKUTEJNEH Kakue HEypAJUIlbl, CMYIIEHHO TOBOPWIM: «BuUllb ThI,
onsTh IIpuBBIUKa KypoJIECHUT.

Honro nu, xopotko nu — men Heracumpiii Oron€k u, HakoHel,
nojo0paics K 3aMKy. BApyr mocnelianack OTKyHa-TO MYy3bIKa, Ja Takas
3aMOTMJIbHAs, YTO 3eN€Has TpaBa IMOJ HOraMH cepoil cremanach. OroHEK
MTOMOPILMJICS ¥ OUIEN Ha 3BYK.

Bunut: U3 Kycka XOJCTHHBI CHIelaHa IajaTka, IMoJa Hed JeKUT KTO-TO B
XJIaMHJe W Ha JyAOYKEe HaWTPhIBAET, Ja TaKk caMo03a0BEHHO, 4YTO M Ha
MONIOIIE/INIET0 BHUMAHUSA He oOpamiaer. HakoHer, 3TOT KTO-TO mepecTant
WUTPaTh ¥ BOIPOIIIAET TPO3HBIM TOJIOCOM:

— Ilouemy He Tpenemniemns?

Orouék omanen majieHpko. Hamo cka3aTh, My3blka 370pOBO Ha HEPBBI
neiictBoBaia. ['00BO# TPSIXHYT U B CBOIO OUYepE/Ih CIIPAIINBALT:

— A ¢ yero Ol MHe TpenieTath? Sl Bpojie He pyOaxa Ha BEPEBKeE.

— Kak TeI cMeens co MHOM Tak pa3roBapuBath, Aep3Kuil Mmanpuuinka!l /la
BeIOMO JH TeOe, 4To S — YHBIHHE, BIAJBIYMIA CETO KOPOJIEBCTBA, a B
HepanékoMm OyaymieM — Bcero mupa? MHe TOJIUHSIOTCS, MEHS 0OATCS, TIepeso
MHOIO TPEMenryT.

— IlpuBercTByr0 BnagplUIly MHPOB, — He yaepxaincs OroHék ot
M3JIEBATENbCKOTO MOKIOHA. — [IpaBma, B uncino Bammx moamaHHBIX BXOAWTH HE
cobupatoch. Kcratu, ecnm Baml TUTYJ Tak BBICOK, MOYEMY BBl HE 3aHHMAeTe
TOJIaraloIMeCs BaM arapTaMeHThl? — M OH yKa3aJl Ha 3aMOK.

YHBIHHE C TOCTOMHCTBOM BBITIPSIMHJIACH.

- HOTOMy 4YTO CYHTAIO, 4YTO HACTOALIAasA BJIACTb HC HYXKOACTCA B
WIPYyLIKax BpOAE IIapuu M 30J0Ta. Eciu Tl MMeEEIb CWIy U BJIACTb HAJ
JOJCKAMH AyIIaMH, OHU TIOWIYT B OTOHB M BOAY MO OJJHOMY TBOEMY CJIOBY. A
MHE ¥ CJIOB HE TpeOyeTCs, — yCMEXHYJIach OHA M MTOBEpTeNia B pyKax TyJ04KY.

— A 3aueM? — nocie HEKOTOpPOro Mos4aHus crpocusl OTOHEK.

— Yto — 3auem?

— Hy, BacTs BOT 37a...

YHBIHKE YTO-TO HEAOyMeBarolllee Bo3pakana, Ho OroHék He ciyman. OH
BCIIOMMHAJ JIIOJIeH, TOTOBBIX 32 HETO HE TO YTO B OFOHb M BOAY, a M Kyna
moxyxke... Ml mpocuts ux He HaZo OBUIO Ta)Ke OTHUM CIIOBOM.

«2TO0 ToNy4aeTcs, y MeHs HaJl HUMHU TOXe BJIACTh, KaK Y HBIHUE TOBOPHUT?
Bot yx uero meHslie Bcero xoten Obl. M BiacTs pa3Hast ObiBaet? Her, Ha
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«I00pBIX» IpaBUTENEH sI yCIela HacMOTPEThCs... MM 3TO Henb3sl Ha3bIBaTh
BJIACTBIO — 3TO MPOCTO JApYyk0a, J1t000Bb...» IIpu cioBe... BepHee, IpU MBICIH
«J1I000BB» BCE OCTANBHOE MUTOM YJIETYYHIIOCH U3 PBIKEH TOJIOBHI.

— Cnymaii, YHbIHUE, — JOBOJIBHO HEBEXKJIUBO IEpeOuI1 OH, — B 3TOM
3aMKe, 'OBOPAT, NPHUHIECCAa KaKasi-TO €CTh ciiasi, JIto6oBbio 30ByT... Thl He
3Haellb, 1€ UMEHHO?

YHbIHIE TpeHeOPeKUTENbHO TIsiHYyIa Ha OTOHbBKA.

— Toi, yacom, He OymuTh U ee coOpaincs? becnojesHo. A ecnu u
pa30yauIIb — OHa CHOBa KOHBKH OTKHHET, HE BBIAEPKUT HAIIETO OKPY>KEHUS.
HexHeHbkas 1eBOYKa CIMILIKOM. ..

— Bor moroau, npunyt cioma PaGora ¢ Becembem, THI MO JIpyromy
3aroelb.

— Yt0?! — YHBIHME MOACKOYMIA KaK YXaJeHHass. — OTH PacHpOKIIATHIE
CaMO3BaHKU MpPHAYT OTOMpaTh MOIO KpOBbIO 3apaboranHyio Bnacth?! He
ObIBaThH 3TOMY!

— Bpsax nmu TeI ee 3apabaThiBanma TakoOM YX KpOBBIO, — YCMEXHYJCA
pbokuid. — JIagHo, 5 momen.

— Dii! — KpuKHyJa BIOTOHKY YHBIHUE. — KTO TBI eCTh-TO?

Oronék 00epHyJICSl U, CIOXKHB PYKH PYNOPOM, MPOKpPHYAI, KTO OH €CTh
Takoi. OTuero YHbIHME CKpHBHIa (PU3MOHOMMIO KaK OT ropbkoi peabku. Ho,
MIOPa3MBICIIUB, YCIIOKOUIACh:

— Jlaxke eciau 3TH CTEpBHI CIOAA 3asBITCS, UX HUKTO HE NpPHU3HAET, BCE
MPUBBIKJIN KO MHE. — C 3TUMU clI0BaMH YHBIHHME JIOocTasla TpyOKY M IPUHSIIACH
MyCKaTh KOJICUKH.

Hamo ckazate, uro BcTpeua YHBIHHS ¢ OroHBKOM HE TIpOILIA
HezaMedeHHoH. [Ipome roBops, Ha OanKoHE TIAaBHOW OamrHU cuzaena Medta u
ciennia 32 OrOHBKOM, Kak peOeHOK 3a morpemMyrnkoid. OHa, KOHEYHO, HUYETO
HE CcTIbIIaNa, KpoMe JABYX HOCIEIHHUX PEIUIHK, HO €i 3TOTr0 OBLIO IOCTATOYHO.

Tsxenoe Bpems Hactynuio st Meutel. Hagexna yuuia, U »kajioBatbes
craino HeKoMy. A ObwTo Ha uTo. Hamoena Meure pa3rynbHas KU3Hb, 1 UEPHBIHA
OmMmyT el ocTouepTen. A mopBaTh ¢ HUM — He MoKeT. CHIIBI BOJIM HE XBaTaeT U
CTpPAIIHO: OT HEro s yiny — a ¢ keM Oyay? Ocrathesi ogHOM Meura Ooiblie
BCET0 Ha cBeTe 00sIach.

UEpHBIiT OTKPOBEHHO HAJl HEH M3/eBAJICA W Ha3bIBAJT KYKJIOH U COOAUKOM.
MeuTa orpsl3anach, HO Bsuto. Tem Gonee oHa BHENa, YTO Tak OHO U ecTh. Ho
OJIHOMY TaK TpyAHO 4TO-To MeHsATh! K Pomantnke Meura mogoiitu Oosinach:
JyMana, Ta ¢ Hel M TOBOPUTH HE 3aXO4eT Iocie Toi apaku. CKENTHK Ha Hee
HaBOJMJI YKac OJHUM BHIIOM. A OOJbIIE U TOAONTH-TO OBLIO HE K KOMY ...

B Takux rpycTHBIX 4yBCTBax cuiena MeuTta Ha OallkOHE, W TUTaYEBHBIN
BUJ OKPECTHOCTEN 100aBiisll Macia B oroHb. Ho BOT OHa 3aMeTHiia Kakoro-to
HE3HAKOMOTO TNapHA, NOYTH emle Majibuuka. OH CTOSI M TOBOPHI O YEM-TO C
VYHBIHKEM, a [TOTOM IOIIEN M0 HallpaBJIEHUIO K 3aMKy. Jlo MeuTsl noneteno:
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«Heracumerit Oronék!..» MeuTa cxBaTuiach 3a IEpUiia M XJIOMaja PeCHUIIAMH
Tak, 4TO TYIIb C HUX CHINANIACh.

«3T0 K€ TO, YETO MHE TaK HE XBaTaeT», — MPOIIENTaIa OHa.

Meura ypoHusia rojgoBy Ha pykd W 3ariakaia. Ho oT aTux cies el ctano
TaK CBETJIO M XOPOILO, KaK He ObLIO 3a BCE BpeMsl, IpoBeeHHOE ¢ UEPHBIM.

Ona BcTana, Momia CMbUIA BCIO OCTOYEPTEBIIYI0 KOCMETHKY, CKHHYJa
LIEJIKOBOE IJIAaThe, TOCPhIBAJIA 30JIOThIE YKpalleHus. YEpHbIN rnsaaut Ha Medty
Y CTIpaIINBaeT:

— Ts1 wero, oOKkypmiIach?

— Her, Yépnslit OMyT, 51 HE 00Kypuiack, — oTBeuaeT MeuTa, HaTSATUBas
CHUTIIEBOE B I[BeTax IuaThe. — [IpocTo g yxoxky oTcroaa.

— XBaJMjiach CHHHUIIA MOPE TMOJ[KEeUb, — YXMBUIbHYJCS U&pHbIii. — Cama
JKe IPHOEKUILb, 0OPATHO MPOCHUTHCS OyJellb, B HOT'ax BaJsIThCS.

— He Oyny, — Meura ynwsiOHynace. Takol ynblOku oOuTaTeny IIaBHOM
OanrHM enié He BUJICH U BIAJIIM B HEKOTOPBIX cTynop. A MeuTa TeM BpeMeHeM
MIPECTIOKOMHO CIycKajmach MO BHUHTOBOM JsectHune. Kyaa ona mmma, 4to
coOupanace 1enarb ¥ Kak >KUTh Aajbllle — OHA HE 3Hama. 3Haja TOJNBKO, YTO
HazaJ OHA HE BEPHETCS M 4YTO €l OuYeHb XO4eTcs YBUAETh HE3HAKOMIA C
3araJIoYHbIM UMEHEM. . .

He3znakomer Mexy TeM CTOSUI BO JIBOPE 3aMKa M Pa3IyMBbIBal: Kynaa Obl
IBUHYTH? Bapyr aseps camoli OONBIION OalllHU OTBOPHJIACH U OTTY/AA BBIIIA
OueHb MWiIas JeByluka. Beimia u octanouiack. Oronék oOpajoBaics, 4TO
MOYKHO Pa3bsICHUTh OOCTaHOBKY.

— Kt0 TB1, KpacaBuna? — okiukHy1 oH Meuty. Ta, BCOBIXHYB, OTBETHIIA:

— 5 Meura. 3apaBcTByii, Heracumsiit OroHEK.

— OTkyza Tbl MEHS 3Haelb? — YAUBUICS TOT.

— Pa3Beaka gonoxuina, — Medra BApYr IMxo nogMurayina OroHbKy.

— VY Bac TyT u pa3Beqika ecTb?

— V nac tyt u Cepocth ecTh, U Tocka, TeOsI 3/IeCh TOJILKO HE XBaTaeT, —
HETOHATHO CEPhE3HO WIH B IIYTKY CKa3ayia Meudra.

Ho Oronék He BCiymMBasics B UHTOHALIMH.

— Cepoctb?! — 3akpuuan oH, XMypsichk. — He ObiBaTh 3TOMY! — 1 moGesxan
BBEpX IO JIECTHUIIE.

Meura nonHs1a NPYTHK U CTala PUCOBATH CEPALIE.

— OT0 4TO, Hallle KOPOJIEBCTBO? — MPO3BYYAJIO Y HEE HAJ/l YXOM.

Meura otmpsHyna. Orto PomaHTHMKa BBIIUIA TOABIIIATH CBEXHUM
BO3JyXOM.

— 970... 3T0... — 3a00pMoTana Meura, MbITAsICh CTEPETh PUCYHOK.

— Her, 3auem 151 cTHpaems? — PoMaHTHKa MTKO B3s1a Meuty 3a pyky. —
Kpacuso.

— IlpaBaa gro nm? — npomrenraia Meudra.

23



— IlpaBna, — PomanTika yneiOHymachk. — Thl U caMa ceifuac Takasi, 9To He
Y3HATh. XOPOIIIO, UTO THI BBITIUIA. A TO 710 TeOs HE J0OpaThcs B 3TOH OamrHe.

— A 3auem n0 MeHs pobupathes... Oii! — cama cebs nmepebua Meura. —
ThI Ha MEHSI HE CepAMIIBCS?

—3a 94T0? — UCKpEeHHE YaUBHUIACh PomMaHTHKA.

— Hy... s Takast qpauyHbs ObuIa. ..

o PomanTuku gonuio, o 4eM pedb, U OHA pacx0XoTalach.

— Tl emle MOMHUIIB 3Ty €pyHAY! — BOCKIMKHYJIA OHA, OTCMESABIINCH. —
Hey>xenu TeI HUKOMY HE BepHUIIIb?

— 41 He ymero Beputh... Ho st xouy — 1 6010Ch... — Meura GecrioMomIHo
rsigena Ha PoMaHTHKY.

B ato Bpems pacmaxHynachk ABepb, M OTTyAa BbuleTena CepocTs, a 3a Heto
u Ckyka. C 6e3yMHBIMH TJIa3aMH, C IPOKIATUSIMHA OHU IIOMYANINCh, HE pa3dupas
JOPOTH, MOIHSUIM TBUTb CTOJIOOM M CKPBUTKCH U3 T7a3. HaBcerna.

Meuta u PomaHTMKa Ha napy 3axjoNajyd PECHULAMM, U TYT 0 HHUX
noHecnock 3B0HKoE: «Ky-ky!»

Ha mnomypaspymeHHoii orpaze cuiena HEW3BECTHash JeBUIA U
yxmbuianack. IIpokykoBaB emie mapy pa3, OHa YK€ I10-UelIOBEYECKH
YIILIOHYIACh, 3aTEM CIIPBITHYJIA BO JBOP U MoA0eKana K JIeByIIKaM.

— JlaBaiiTe 3HaKOMHUTBCSI, — CKa3aja OHa, IPOTATHBAs cpa3y ABE PyKu. — 5
Bepa. Bac s 3nat0: Meuta u PomaHTuka.

Pomantuka mokanma neByro, a Meuta — mpaByro pyky Bepsl. Ot
HEOXHUJIAHHOCTU OHH HE 3HAJIM, YTO CKa3aTh.

A Bepa nponomxkana:

— 3HaeTe, CKOJIBbKO Oe]] MPOUCXOANUT OTTOrO, YTO JIIOAU HE YMEIOT BEpUTh
1 10BepATh Apyr npyry. U cebe, kcratu. A mouemy?! MoxkeT, MHE KTO-HHOY b
OO0BSICHUTD, IOYEMY ITO TIPOUCXOIUT? — IO Bephl CKa3miIoch HEMOIETFHON
Ooblo.

— IToTOMy 4TO CTpaIHO, — pa3faJICs APOXKAIUNA TrOJI0C MeuTsl.

— A 4to Takoe ctpax? — cnpocuia Bepa.

— Hy, He 3nat10... Y Hac Toxe CTpax >KUBET — BOH B TOH OalHe.

— Cnymaiite, — 3aropenuch riaza y Bepbl, — moiinéMre y3HaeMm, KTO OH
TaKOM.

[Mommn. /IBeps 3amepra. Crydat. Het orBera. Onsth ctydar. Hakoner,
noHecnock: «Kto?»

— Bepa.

3a ABEpBIO MOCIBIIANCA BCKPHK, a 3aT€M BOLIAPHIIOCH MOJTYaHHUE.

— Ilomepiu oHM Tam, 4TO 1M, — NpoBopyana Bepa. — Pa3 Ttak, a1 cama
OTKpOIO.

IIpoBena pykoil o CKBa)XKMHE — U IBEPb, CKPUIIS, OTBOPHIIACH.

Bepa 3amma BHYTpH, 332 Hell poOKO CTYNMWiIM mpuTuximme PoMaHTHKa ¢
Meutoii. Mx B30py npexacTano JaBHO He youpaemoe nomenienre. OcBemeHne —
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gaxjas KONTWIKAa TOoJ ToTonkoM. OKHa 3akpamieHbl. A B YIIy YTO-TO
KOTOIIMIIOCh, HO Pa3TJISIIETh HE YJAIIOCh — CHOBA pa3falicid KPHWK, CIOBHO C
KOT'0-TO CAUPAIIU KOXKY. 3aTeM 4acTO# POObI0 MOCKITAIKNCH PYraTeibCTBa.

Bepa Tonnyna HoOroil.

— Mmue nHagoeno ato! [IpexkpaTu Oy3uTh, BEIIAN U TOKAXKHUCH. JeTo ecTh.

— D10 Obupa-na-Becs-CBeT, — THXO0 cka3ana Meura.

— Uro? Obuza, na emie Ha Bech CBET? DTO K€ CMEIIHO! — U 3alpOKKUHYB
royioBy, Bepa paccmesinace.

PyrarenbctBa npekpatmimch. He mepecraBas cMmesthesi, Bepa 6pocwrach
B yroji, U3 KOTOPOrO OHU Mpexnae AoHocwiuck. Ho mepen HocoM y Hee
OJiecHyJ1a CTalb.

— Croii!! Yobi0!!

Bepa nyHyna Ha KJIMHOK — ¥ TOT OCHIINAJICS, KaK [IBETOYHAS TbLIbIIA.

PykosiTka co 3B0HOM BhImana u3 pyk OOumsl.

— Tei... TBI mpunUIa YOUTH MEHS. .. — 33]IbIXasiCh, BRITOBOpHIIA OHA. B ee
TJ1a3ax yxe IJIscalio YTO-TO, HECOBMECTHMOE C Pa3yMOM.

— Jla mocTO# THI, 1 IPOCTO XOUY CIIPOCHUTH. ..

— Her! - aumko BckpukHyna OOupma, orronkHyma Bepy u, He Tisijs,
BbIOEKaa u3 1omMa. Ho BOT OHa 000 YTO-TO CIIOTKHYJIACK, YIIaia JIUIIOM BHU3 U
Ooxpile He BCTasa. Bepa momommia K Hel, mepeBepHyina — OOuma HUKaK He
pearupoBana. Torma Bepa mpunoxuna yxo K Tpya, HOCTyIIajna, a MOTOM
CKazasa:

— Ona ymeprna oT pa3pbiBa cepana. Sl HEeMHOTO Bpad U MOTY OTpEIeiuTh
3TO...

— Jla Ob110 JIK y Hee BOOOIIE ceple-To? — BRIPBAIOCh Y POMaHTHKY.

— bemo... Ho oHO 1o kpaeB mepemosHeHO OBUIO 3JI0CTHI0, OOHION U
HaJMEHHOCTBIO. Takue He )XuUBYT noiro. Ho Heyxenn B TakuxX cepanax OoibIie
HUYero Hert, coBcem Huuero? Kak Tak xuth? S He moHmmalo... — Bepa co
CBOMM HCIOYMCHHUEM HaIllOMUHAJIA pe6eHKa, BIICPBLIC CTOJIKHYBHICTOCA C
HECOBEPIIEHCTBOM Mupa. Ho TyT ee OKIMKHYIH, M HECOBEPIIIECHCTBO 3a0bLIOCH
camo co0oM, TIOKa OHa 370pOBajach CO CBOMM JIaBHUM ApyromM — Heracumbim
OrosbKoMm.

Hakowner Boctopru Bctpeun noytuxiu, 1 OroHEK cipocun Bepy:

— Kak Tebe 3nmeninee Hacenenne?

— la BOT... — Bepa noBepHynacek B ctopoHy OOuabl 1 3amonmuana. Tpyna
He Obu10. — Kyna sxe oHa nenach?
— Kto?

— Jla Obuna-na-Becs-CpeTr. OHa TyT, TOHMMAEIIb, C HO)KOM Ha MCHS
Opocarach, a TOTOM COIIJIa ¢ YMa M TIoMepJiia OT pa3pbiBa cepama. A Kyaa TpyIl
JIeTICS — HE 3HAIO. ..

— Jlenach — 1 4epT ¢ Hel, — ciuTtoRyT OTOHEK ce0e Mo HOTH.

— Oronék! — ykopru3HeHHO cka3aia Bepa.
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— Ilpomy mpomeHus, coBceM 3a0bLI, YTO HAXO0XYChb B JaMCKOM
obmiecTBe... A YHBIHHE TH OTIPaBMIIA HA 3aCITy)KCHHBINH OTIIBIX?

— He ynanocs, — rpyctHo ckaszana Bepa. — Ona Tonmpko yOexana u
crpsitanace. Hamo Pabory croma... [laBaifi TBI Temeph O CBOWX IIOJIBHTaX
pacckasbiBail.

— Ja kakoe taM... Cepoctb co CKyKkoi ApanaHylIHd OT MEHS Kak OT OTHS,
— paccmesuicst oH. U TyT ke HaxMmypwicsi. — A OoJblle S HUYETO HE MOTY
cnenarb, XoTh yoei! JKupHas Tyma Jlenu — ee u TpakKTOpOoM He caBUHETH. U ¢
YUEpHBIM 4TO Z€NaTh — yMa HE NPWIOKY. Takoe BIEYaTIEHUE, YTO OH CHUJIbHEE
Hac BCEX BMECTE B3SATHIX. ..

— C Y&épHBIM 5 CIIPaBIIOCh, — pa3aajcs TOHKUH rojoc.

Bce ¢ ynuBnenrneM o0epHyIuch. ITo roBopuia Meura.

— Te1?! Cnabas neBymka?! — OroHEK H3yMIICHHO IVISIACT Ha HEe.

— A Bepa He cnabas aeBymika? — ¢ BRI30BOM cripocuiia Meuta, xopories
MO 3TUM B3TJIAZOM. — A s 4TO, U3 Jipyroro tecta? OH CIMIIKOM JOJITO AepKal
MeHs B MoM4YuHeHuH. S orommy emy. — C 3TuMH ciioBaMd MeuTa IIar"ynia B
TJIaBHYIO OalrHro.

Ueépnpiit OMyT CTOST IOCPEIM KOMHATHI C OTCYTCTBYIOLIUM BHAOM. Pyku
B KapMaHax. Bce-taku OroHEK 310pOBO €ro Hamyrall, XOTsS OH M He M0Jal BU/A.
beuto B OroHbke 4TO-TO HE3HAKOMOE M HEMOHsATHOe YépHOMy OMyTy, M 3TO
«YTO-TO» TEP3aJI0 U HE AABAJIO MTOKOS.

YBuznes Meury, OH YXMBUIbHYJICS, YTOO CKPBITH MaplIMBOE HACTPOCHHE,
U IBSIBOJBCKH 3aX0XOTAI:

— S xe ToBOopWN — oOparHO MpUOEKUIIb!.. ['ToTHEmHF CBOOOIBI — U
nofasuibes. CBoOoa, AeTOUKa, JEpbMO TaKoe, Y4To Jy4lle He mpoboBatk. Tak
u OBITh, HA cell pa3 mporar, s Jo0peri. Hy, nam ke ko MHe, MOsl Tro0mMas
UTpYIIKA, — U CaM JBUHYJICS €l HaBCTpedy, HE BEIHUMAs PYK U3 KapMaHOB.

Meura cTosja Ha TOpOre, CKPECTUB PYKH HA TPYyId, U XOJIOAHO H
Mpe3pUTeNbHO Tidfaena Ha Hero. M mox stum B3risimoMm YépHomy OmyTy
CHaYaja pacXxoTelIoCh CMEATHCS, IOTOM 3aXOTENOCh BEIHYTh PYKH U3 KapMaHOB,
a TIOTOM. ..

— TeI yTO nenaemrs, HerogHas AeBuoHka! He cMoTpu Ha MeHs Tak, MHe
IUIOXO OT 3TOTO B3TJIAAA, OH MHE HAIIOMHUHAET 9TOr0 PBDKEro rafeHslma... Thl
e MOsI TBICSYYy pa3, Hy KOHUaik 310 Oe3zobpasue, HaBail TOMHUPHMCS, 5
XOpoIIui, Thl, OECTONKOBAs CKOTHUHA, — Kpnu4aidl UEpHBIN, MeTasch U3 yria B
yToJl, HATBIKAsCh Ha CTEHBI M MPEIMETHl 00CTAaHOBKU. BOT OH HaneTes Ha OKHO,
OHO 3a3BEHEJIO M TPECHYJIO. 3BOH, YTO JIM, OATONKHYJI YE€pHOro: ¢ GpICTpOTON
MOJIHUM OH OTKPBUI paMy, BCKOYWJ Ha IOJOKOHHHUK M C Hepa30OpYHBHIM
KpUKOM KUHYJCS BHU3. I HacTynuia TUIIUHA.

Medra nocTosina HEMHOTO, CIIyIIas 3Ty THUIIHHY, 3aTEM yIOBJIECTBOPEHHO
KHMBHyJa. [l monuia BHU3 C TEM K€ TOPABIM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh — LAPCTBEHHBIM
BUJIOM, HE pa3HUMas pyK Ha IpyJu.
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Jlens, HalOmromaBmIas 3a TPOUCXOIANTNAM, ObUIa omapamreHa. OHa ITo-
MpeKHEMY Jiekajia Ha KPOBaTH B CBOEM IIBETACTOM ILIAThE, KOTOPOE €1, MEXITy
npounmM, oueHb 1wio. Ja u BooOme JIeHs kpacuBa: >KEHIIWHA B TeJie, B CAMOM
pacIIBeTe JIeT U BCETO MPOYero. ..

Jlenp 3Hama, 9TO OHA MpUBIEKAaTeIbHA, 3HAJA, YTO OHA CHJIbHEE BCEX B
3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, U IIO3TOMY €€ He TpeBOXHI npuxo Oroneka, kak YépHoro.
Ona nosi3Buia B aipec 000X U CIIOKOWHO MepeKaTHiIach Ha JIEBBIA OOK, YTOOBI
JaJIbIII€ 3aHUMATbHCA JIFOOUMBIM JCIIOM: OJTa)KEHHBIM HUYCTOHCACTIaHNEM.

IlpaBaa, monuanuBasi Meura ¢ JiensiHBIM B30poM yauBuia Jlenb. I'nsand,
kak YUEpHBI CXOAMUT C yMa, OHA Ja)ke MPHUBCTANIA, YTO OBIBAJIO BEChMa PENKO.
Brirnas Uépuoro, Meura ynanunace, u Jleau crano He o cebe. Ho ona 3Hana,
OHa OblIa yBepeHa, 4To ee, JIeHb, HUKTO He B CHIIaX TOOOPOTh, HUKakas Meura,
HUKaKHe HEraCUMble OTOHBKH.

Jlenp pocrana U3-moJ MOAYIIKH 3€pPKaio U 3a11000BasIach COOOM.

— Yto, — momMUTHYJIa OHA caMOM cebe, — 3aKIF0YalId TYT COI03 YEThIPEX,
M Bce mopasz0Oexalnch, KaK 3aiIpl, ofHa s ocTanack. UTo K, S HE MPOTHB H
COBCEM OJIHO# ocTaTthcs XOTh B Cep/Iie, X0Th Ha BceM OelloM CBeTe.

C stumu cnoBamu JIeHb 3acyHysa 3epKaio 00paTHO, HATSIHYJIA OAESIIO Ha
TOJIOBY M 3aCHYJIa O0TaThIPCKUM CHOM. AJK MTOTOJIOK 3aJpO0sKajl OT Xpara.

**k*

CKenTuK et U Bopya:

— [oaum Tyna — He 3HAIO Kyna, IPUBEIX TOTO — HE 3HAIO Koro... B3bpeno
sToMy OroHbky B rosioBy: gaBaite mo3zoBeM Omop u Ilouemyuky! Hy u 3Ban
OBI caM, a TO 3a HEro KTO-TO OTAYBaThCS AOJDKEH, a y HEero, BUAUTE JH, Jena...
OH, 3Ha4HUT, ¢ JIF0OOBBIO IPOXJIAKIATHCS OyIET U APAThCs CO BCAKUMU T'aJlaMH,
a s TyT JAOJDKEH TalIUThCS K YepTy Ha KYJIHYKH, HEU3BECTHO, TJIe MX HCKATh...
Cepaue-to Oompmioe... M Hapsg Mo He HPaBHTCS €My, M OpPYKHSA, MO,
caumkoM MHoOro. Jla xakoe TBoe LpIMsube jaeno!l.. [lpumien ¢ BeTpy u cBou
MOPSAJIKN YCTaHABJINUBAET. . .

Ha camom pmene Ckenrtuk xopomo otHocwics kK Ororpky. OH mpocTo
HEMHOI'O 3aBUJ0BAJI 3TOMY «UBIIUICHKY» U HE OTKa3aJiCAa 6I)I " CaM MoJApaThCia C
rajJjaMmu, 1 TONpPOXJIaXIaThcs... Hy, He ¢ JIF0OOBBIO, a KO€ C KeM JIPYTUM... HO
HeBaXHO. TOJIBKO BCE Opykue y Hero ObUIO HUKYABIIIHOE, HeNagHoe s 00s.
N eme CxenTHK TOBOJIBHO CKENTHYECKH OTHOCWICS K cebe U mobanBaics, Kak
661 OroH€k Koe-KoMy He BCKPYKHJI rojioBy. Ho OH HU 3a 4TO He pHU3HAaBaiCs B
3TOM caMoMy cebe (Kak >ke! Takoi COMMIHBIN, TAKOW yMYIPEHHBIN )KU3HEHHBIM
OTIBITOM — W BJPYT peOsSdIecTBO KaKOe-TO...), a MOTOMY IIeNT W BOpYal — Ha
Oronbka, Ha JIoOoBb M PomaHTHKy, a 3aoaHO M Ha Bc€ Ha cBere. Tak
MPOAOIIKATIOCH 0 TeX MOp, Moka CKENTHK HE YCTall U HE CBEPHYJ K KaKOMY-TO
pydetiky. Haknmonwmcs u crai muth. M Tyt ero 9to-to npeOoIbHO METKHYIIO B
1100.
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CKenTHuK MOTHSII TOJIOBY, IyMas, YTO € JIepeBa 4To-To ymano. Ho Bokpyr
cTosnu Oepé3pl, Ha KOTOPBIX, KaK W3BECTHO, IUIOJIOB HET M IIUIIEK TOXKE.
CKenTyK HEMOHMMAIOIIE OIVISIHYJICA, U TYT €ro BAAPWIO IO BHUCKY, J1a Tak, 4ToO
B IJIa3aX MOTEMHENO. A 10 BOJE 3amphirall, Kak MSYHK, JECHOH Opex C Kylak
pa3zmepom. 1 mocinblaics cMex.

— Y0 32 Xynuranckue BoIXOAKH! — 3aopan CKeNTHK, MOJHUMAs JTaJ0Hb K
HOMOIIEMY BHUCKY. — BOT s miac 3ane3y Ha aepeBo u 00opBy Tebe yu!

B oTBer cMmex mepemén B pad, M U3 JIUCTHEB BRICYHYJIACH Ybs-TO Oalllka,
4eM-To Bpoae 3Hakomas. CKeNnTWK MOMEHTAJbHO HAarHyJcCs, CXBaTHII
MOJBEPHYBUIMICS KaMyIIeK U LIBBIPHYJ BO BPEIHYIO pOKYy. Poxa mombitanach
CKPBITHCS, HO CIIUIIKOM TO3/IHO.

C nepeBa CHpBITHYJ KTO-TO B YEPHOM H, MOTUPAsi 3I0POBEHHBIN (hUHTAI,
HanpaBuics K CKeNTHKY.

— Hy, 181, 0514, gaemp, NOIMIYTHTh HENb3s, — APYKETOOHO cKa3al 3TOT
KTO-TO. Ha HEM 3aueM-To OBUTH YEPHBIC OUKU.

— 3a nogo0HbIe IIYTKM MOXXHO O€3 TOJIOBBI OCTAaThCs, — CEPAUTO CKazal
Ckentuk. Brpowem, 3penumie ¢uHTaza OBICTPO BEpHYJIO €My XOpoliee
HacCTpOEHHE.

— I'me-to g 1ebs yxe Buzmen, — npoTaHyl CKENTHK, BIIISABIBAACH B
(hM3MOHOMUIO YEPHOOUKAPHUKA.

— Bunen, — ¢ppipkayn ToT. — Koneuno, Buzen, coceasiMu ObLTH.

— Ter FOmop, uro mu? — omanen Ckentuk. — A dero B u€pHoe
BeIpsawIca? ThI jke y HaC BCIO KU3HB 3eNEHBIN ObUI. M 04K — BpOJIe CONHIIE B
o0akax.

— A T0, uro 5 Temeps Uépuwni FOMop! — u numo FOmopa mepepesana
Takas ycMmemka, yto Ckentuk otwmaTtHyici. — Hanpoeno! 3enénsiit FOmop!
IOmop B kopoTkux wmwrtanumkax! ITpUBBIKIM, 4TO S — MEJIOYb KOJIXO3Has, K
KOTOpO# HE0Os3aTeIbHO CepbE3HO OTHOCUTHCS. S X0oTh M FOMop, a u FOMopy
HE HPAaBHUTCS, KOTJa €ro B pacyeT He OepyT | 3Hail MOTENIaloTCs. . .

— Jla xT0 Hajg TOOOH moTenaercs. .. — M3yMIeHHO Havyain CKeNnTHK, HO ero
nepeouu:

— 3aTKHHUCH, Tenera HemasaHas! He Thl 1M BEUHO CKpHIIEN Haa «MOJIOJ0-
3eNeHo». A Temeph y MeHs IITaHbl JNIMHHBIE, & He KOPOTKHE, U HA OJHA 3apasa
HaJI0 MHOW CMesIThCsI He Oy/IeT. A MiaKaTh 0 MHE HEKOMY. ..

— IOMop B IIMHHBIX MITaHaX, — KOHCTaTUpoBall CKENTHK.

— A He nomien OBl THI. ..

Bripyrasmmce, FOMop kak-To 0OMSIK, BECh €T0 3arai yIeTy HIICS.

— Tonmpko cTpaHHas IITyKa, — B3IOXHYJ OH, — C TeX IMOp, Kak s CcTajl
YEpHbIM, MHE HUKAKHE IIYTKU HE yJIal0TCA.

— Caymaii, — B3noxuyn u Ckentuk, — Mano Ham YépHoro Omyra, Oynmer
eme u Yépueiid FOMop? A Oronék euie Ha TeOst pacCUUTHIBAIL. . .
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N CkenTux pacckaszaj, YTO NPOU3OLUIO B 3aMKE 3a BPEeMs OTCYTCTBHUS
IOwmopa.

IOmop ofOpagoBancs, uto OOuasl yxe HeT, HO, Korga CKenTuk
IPEUIOKIIT UATH B 3aMOK, IIOIIPABUII OYKU U OTBETWJI TOJIOCOM IOTEPIEBILIETO
KOpaOJIeKpyIIICHHE:

— A 4yro s 3a0bu1 B 3amke? Tam Temepp Hapony XxBaTaeT, 0e3 MeHS
oboraytcs... da u OroH€k 3ToT MeHs 30BET, HABEPHOE, YTO0 MOKYPaXKHUTHCS,
MOXBAacTaTh, YTO OH CyMel, a s CO0aKy Chel... A s yxke cKazal — MHE 3TO
HaJ0€TIO.

— Jla T1e1 He UYépueni IOMop, a mpocro XOoAfUMH KOMIUIEKC
HETIOTHOIIGHHOCTH! — He BhIepkail CKeNTHK.

— JlagHo, THI y HAC caMblii YMHBIM Bcernma Obul... Xojsdas IbLIbHAS

MYZApPOCTb. ..
[lepemanka rpo3uia 3aTSHYTHCSA HAOJTO, HO TYT OKPECTHOCTH OTJIACHIIO
3BOHKOE «KYKapeky-y-y!.» — U U3 COCeIHHX KYyCTOB BBbUIE3 KaKOW-TO

MaJb4yraH, 10 HEBO3MOKHOCTH JTOXMATBIH.

— 3npacte, — kuBHyN oH Ckentuky. — Mens Ilouemyukoil 3Bate. S TyT
HEYastHHO TOJICITyIIalN Balll pa3roBOp, a MIOTOM BBl 3a4€M-TO Hadajl pyraThCs,
Hy 4 ¥ IyMaro: Tiopa BbUIe3aTh. ..

— Her, s noHnMaro, 4To 4eCTHOCTH, B OOLIEM-TO, B JKU3HHU HET, — CEPAUTO
cka3zan CKenTuK, — HO MOJICIYIINBATh 4y>KHE Pa3TOBOPHI. ..

— DTO KOrja O JMYHOM TOBOPAT — HEXOPOIIO. A KOraa 4Tro-HUOYyIb
paccKas3bIBaOT — MOYKHO.

— A 9TO X TBI TOrJa TOBOPHIIbL: HeyassHHO? UTO-TO MeIaeT cKas3atsb:
MOJCTYUINBall HApouHO? — HcmbITytomle riaHyn Ckentuk Ha Ilowemyuky. U,
[JISIHYB, paccMmesuics. — Jla Thl 4ero Takou J0XMaThIi-T0?

ITouemyuka CMyTHIICS,, HEIOHATHO — OT «HEYasTHHO» WJIM OT JJOXMAaTOCTH.
BrIBOJIOK U3 3a/1HET0 KapMaHa OprOK 00JIOMaHHYIO pacyecKy M Hadal CMEITHO U
HEJIOBKO MPHYECHIBATHCS. Pe3ynbrar Obl1 HEBaXKHBIM, OX0XKE, OH U caM 3Hal
00 3TOM, IOTOMY YTO BUHOBATO YIIBIOHYIICS:

— CKOJIBKO HH NPHYECHIBAIOCH, @ BCE PaBHO JIOXMaTATCA. BumHo, cynpba
MHE KHTh C HENPHUIVIAKEHHBIMH BOJIOCAMHM, Ja BeOb s H caM
HETIPUTIIaXKEHHBIH. . .

— A uero 310 THI meryxoM Kpuuan? He Mor mox necHyro nOrTuiy
noaenarses’?

— A 3TO MBI cHlenMaNbHO, 4T00 OTIHYaTh, — BCTpsit FOMop. Hagoeno emy,
YTO pasroBOP MUMO HEro KaTurcsi. — MBI yKe BCeX NHYYXKEK B OKpyre
pacryrany, moJIOBUHY MepeOrIIH.

—T'epou...

— MoxeT, MBI IO Jopore MmoroBopuM, a? M Tak yXe CTOIBKO BPEMEHH
notepsino? — cripocui [louemyuka.

FOmop 3axoxoTain:
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— Jla ThI BCIO XM3Hb TYT OIIMBAJCS, B 3aMOK HHM HOTOH, a ceiuac
3aropeniock? OToHEK TeOs Ha pacCTOSTHUH TOKET, UTO JTH?

— Moxer, u nomxkér, — crnokoiHo cormacuics Ilouemyuka. — Mue
KaXXeTCsl, 1 C HUM MOJIPYXKYCh.

FOMop TONBKO TUTIOHYT — Th(Y ThI! — HO MTOIUIEJICS BMECTE CO BCEMH, TO H
JIeTI0 TIOTpaBIisis OYKHU. M3-3a 3THX OYKOB OH YaCTEHBKO CIOTHIKAJCSA, OTOMY
YTO BUJIMMOCTH B HUX ObLIa npenapimpas. Ho cHUMaTh He jkejal HU B KaKkylo.

CKenTHK ke yCIel OIeHUTH ci1oBa [loueMydkn «IoroBopuM Io A0poTe».
Tor ymyzapsscs B OOBIYHBIX, €XKYy NOHATHBIX BEIIaX HAXOIWUTh YTO-TO
HETIOHATHOE, C BUHOBATOW YJIBIOKOM TOBOpSI: 5 e He exX... W Bcerna, crepser,
CTaBHJI BOIIpOC pedpom — He oTBepThlIbes. M CKenTHKy NMpHUIIIIOCh BEPTETHCS,
KakK yrpr0 Ha CKOBOPOJIKE, BCIOMHUHATh CBOM MHHUMBIA U HACTOSIIIUI OMBIT U C
YAUBJIEHUEM JAyMaTh, YTO BOT 3TO €My Obl M B ToJIOBY HE NPHILIO, a BOT TO
MPUXOAMIIO, 14 OH OTMAaxHYJCA: a, HEBaXKHO, IIOTOM... A 0OKa3aJoCh, YTO BAKHO
M YTO HHUKAKOTO «TIOTOMa» HET, €CTh TOJIbKO «ceidacy... U eme oH MOHsI, 94TO
HE MOXET OTBETHTh J3TOMY «celdac» OJHO3HAYHO M B CBOEH JIIOOMMOI
CKENTHYEeCKOi MaHepe. Uero-To He XBartaio.

ITonoOHbIe Bemm M3MaTBIBalOT, M CKENTHUK B3AOXHYJ C OOJIETYCHHEM,
KOT'/1a, HAKOHEII, 3aMasiIrIi OCTaTKH MPEKHEH 3aMKOBOH POCKOIIIH.

— Unyt! — 3aBonuna Bepa (oHa omsiTh cunena Ha oOBanMBLICHCS orpaje,
Teleph yKe B J030pe), CHOpPHITHYJA, Mo0ekala HaBCTpeUy W JaBail 0OHUMATh
BCEX I10 OYepeIH.

Oronék TOXKE TepeMaxHyl dYepe3  orpamy, 3H0pOBaeTcsi C
HOBONPUOBIBIIMMH. | OBOPUT 3TaK BeCeno:

— BoBpewms BB mpunuiM: K HaM TYT, HakoHell-To, Pabora ¢ Becenbem
NpUTONIAIN. YHBIHUE C HUMHM Touananach u yopanack BocBosicu. Oif, kKak oHa
pyraiach, Kak OHa 3a BJacThb CBOIO POJUMYIO LEIUISUIaCh — 3TO HAAO OBUIO
BUJICTb. ..

— Ara, — BruHIWIACch Bepa, — a ot mens Crpax yoexan. [IpeBpaTtmiics B
MBIIIKY CEpyI0 W IOPKHYIN B TOJBAN. YK S 3Balla-3Bajia — HE BHIXOJIUT HH B
KaKylo. ..

— A y Hac ceifuac OyJeT MCTOPHUUECKUN MOEAMHOK, — CHOBA 3aTOBOPUI
Oronék, u rnasa y Hero 3acBepkanu, — Pabota c Jlenpto coctsizatbes OynyT!
Hy, Pabora y Hac orons-nieBka, oTopBH 1a 0pock. JlomkHa e oHa. ..

— [oronu-ka, 6anaryp, — nepeoun Bapyr FOmop. — Tl JIro00Bb pa3Oyaui
yxe?

— Her emg, — pacrepssHHO niporoBopmst OTOHEK.

— A uwero xmemns? A Hy xuBO i, Oymu ee! Jlymaemb, mpUATHO
YeJIOBEKY CTOJBKO CHaTh U HE 3HATh, YTO Ha cBeTe nenaetca’? byap s Ha TBoeM
mecte... — Omop He moroBopmn, HO OroHEK W HE MOAYMall BO3PaXKaTh.
PasBepHyncs u momren B OarHto, Te crana JIio0oBb.
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B Oamne mapwn momympak. PoMaHTHKa oOTAenaga €e 0 CBOEMY
POMaHTHYECKOMY BKyCy, M OT yOpaHCTBa BESUIO YEM-TO MOIY3a0BITHIM, HO
MaHAmMM. Hafo oTaate omKHOE X03sHKe: BBITTIAAEIO 3TO KPacHBO.

Oroséx cTosi1, ONEpPEeBIINCh HAa CIMHKY KpPOBaTH, U Iisinen Ha JItoOOBb.
Ona yxacHO MaJleHbKas, B O0OPBaHHOM M TIPSI3HOM IIJIaTbe€, BOJIOCHI, TOXE
JTaBHO HEMBITBIC, PACKUAAHBI MO MOAYILIKE, a JHUI0 KaKOe-TO HEMOHSATHOE: Ha
HEM U TPYCTb, 1 TO Oe3pa3zanyHOe BEIpaXKeHNE, KOTOPbIM ee Hagenuna Ckyka. 1
BOOOIIIE, OHA KaK Oy/ITO HE BIHCHIBAIACH B IIMKAPHYIO 0OCTAHOBKY OaIllHy.

OroHpKy-TO HamJeBaTh — Kakas 00OCTaHOBKa. [ Tsien Ha 3Ty 000pBaHKY U
IJ1a3 OTOpBAaTh HE MOI. A yXX YTO y HEro B I'OJIOBE B 3TO BpEMs JIENaOCh —
Jy4Ille He CTpalluBaTh... B TonoBe 1, B cepAle Wi ele Tie — 3TO HEBaXKHO. ..

Ho Ttak crosTh MOXHO A0 HOuH. Byauth Hajgo! A kak? — cam ceOs
cnpocun Oronék. U cam ke cebs nypakom 0003Bal. YK HCTOPHH-TO IIPO
CISIIIMX KPacaBHIl JOBEJIOCh HACIYIIAThCA. A BOT ACHCTBYIOLIIMM JHULOM OBITh
elie He MPUXOANIIOCh.

[omomen Oronék mobymxke, mpuced Ha KPoBaTh. A ceplle cTydano, Kak,
CKaXKH, CTasi BOJIKOB 10 mATaM rouutcs. Tyt JIlo00Bs B31OXHYIa BO CHE, a TaK
MPOTSKHO... OroHEK TPSIXHYJ TOJOBOM, OTrOHsS HaBaXICHHE, HarHyjici U
TOIIeTIOBaJT IeBUOHKY. M rajan: mpocHeTcst — He MPOCHETC s ?..

Beku y JIto6BU 3aapoxainy, U, HE OTKpbIBas Ija3, OHa 3€BHYJIA BO BCIO
rIoTKy. Bpogie aTo npotrBHO, a OroHBKY XOTh OBl XHEI. BItoONIeHHBIE, OHU BCE
Takue — ¢ npudadaxamu. ..

JIro00BB IN1a3a OTKPBLIA, KyJlaUKaMy MPOTepIia, Hy U yBUAeIa Hall co0oi
KaKoro-to penkero. Heznakomoro.

— D10 Ckyka B TeOs mpeBpaTwiach, Aa? — CHpOCHIA OHa, Caasch Ha
MIOCTEJIN.

Oro=ék paccMmesiicsi, U BCIO €ro HEPELIUTEIbHOCTh KaK BETPOM CIYIIO.

— Her, — roBopur, — Ckyka oT MeHs OBICTpeld, ueM BOIlb, yOexana. A s
Heracumerit Oronék, u co MHOW He OyJelb Thl 3HATh HU CKYKH, HU CEPOCTH.
Hu noxos1, — 100aBMII OH YyTh CIIBILIHO.

JIr060Bb XUTPO MPHUILYPHIIACE.

— A 5 Tebs 3Ha-aro, — MpOTsAHyJa OHA. M BOJIOCHI Yy Hee CTalil PbLKHUE-
peokue. Benbpma, na u Tonsko. Begpmouka.

— Otkyna?

— A BOT He CKaxKy, a BOT He cKkaxy! — JIto0OBb CIpBITHYJIa C KPOBaTH,
nokazaiga OTOHBKY HOC M 3alpHUIUIACHIBANa Ha OJHOM HOXKKE KyJIa-TO B YIOJ.
He nepecraBast HaneBaTh: «a BOT HE CKaXy, HE CKaXy-Y...»

— Jla cToii Thl, yero Tel He ckaxems? Jla He menpremu!.. U mouemy To
peikas crana? U... Hy He Mopoub MHe ronoBy! — OTOHEK pacTepsHHO CTOSA
OCpeIY KOMHATHIL.

JIroboBb B OTBET 3acMmesach, NpoAOIDKas Kpyxkurecsi. Ho Brapyr
obopBana cMex:
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— TwI ckazan — peikas? S Tebe peikasi He HpaBIOCh?

Tonoc moutu mporpemen. OHa crana GepTom, riiaza 3acBepKain 3eJIEHBIM
HEeT0OPBIM OTHEM. .. «BOT 3T0 51 Bum», — MenbkHy0 y OroHbKa, HO OH CKa3all:

— Her, HpaBumbscs. A 9To peDKast — s U caM peDKuid. [IpocTo Tak cpasy...
HEIPHUBBIYHO.

JIro00Bb ceKyHIy elle Iisea Ha Hero B YIOp, 3aTeM B3MaxHyJa pyKaMu
U, CMesICh, ToOeXana K BBIXOLY.

— Ilomumn ckopeit! — mpokpuvana oHa, 0OEpHYBIIUCH.

OHHU BBIILIH. .. HET, BbIOSKaIu 3 OamHu. M TyT OroHék 0OCTaHOBHIICS M
B U3yMJICHUH IIPOTEP I1a3a:

— D10 NoKa 51 Te0s1 Oy U, yke Houb HacTymuia? — Ho TyT ske MoHsUI, 9To
HOYb HU IIPH YEM.

Hebo 3aBonokna crutomnas u€pnas Tyda. OHa BHCHUT HU3KO-HU3KO —
LMK OalleH TepsIIoTCs B Hel, MATKOM Jlamoil Tyda kacaercst Kpbil. Kaxercs,
OHa OXBaTWJa KOJBIIOM 3aMOK: 3a OTpajoil HUYEro He BUIHO, BCE CKpbLIa
yepHOoTa. Y Tak HEYIOTHO MOJ 3TOW Ty4el, CIOBHO MOJIOKWIM TeOs MO THET,
KaK IIBITUIEHKA Tabaka, Ja erie ¢ O0KOB KUPITMYaMH ITOATIEPIIH.

— Yto 310 Takoe? — ¢ JOOOMBITCTBOM crpocuiia JIto0OBb, T/ HA Ty4y.

Orouéxk noxan miedamu. OH ObI ¥ caM OBIT HE TPOYh 3TO Y3HATH.

— Oro Crpax, — AOHeccs XpHUIUIBIN CphiBaroLIuiics ronoc. HukTo Ob1 He
JIOTa/Iajcsl, 4To OH NMpuHaIexkuT Meurte. OHa cTOsIa, OMUPAsACh HAa CTEHKY, TO
U JeN0 che3kas 1o Heid. Jlumo crpamuo OneaHoe, a masza... Orosék
OTIIATHYJICS, CTOJKHYBIIUCH C HEH B3TIISAIOM.

— Hy BoT 4To THI Oyzemns ¢ HUM JenaTth, — IporoBopuia Bepa, ObICTphIM
maroMm moaxonas k Oronsky. — Bpuie3 u3 monBana, pa3myics IO pa3MEpoB
OereMoTa M — HaTe BaM IMOXAIIyicTa — Myraio OoropofgHoe. Sl ¢ HUM meITaNach
TOBOPHTH — Oectone3Ho. UTo k, eciii He X04eT M0 XOPOIIeMY. ..

Bepa HeMHOro oromma OT 31aHMd M noaHsuia pyku. llo mamonsm
npoOekany BCIBIXHYBIIHE UCKOPKH, a 3aTEM C PyK COPBAJIUCh M YILIH B HEOO,
BepHee, B Tydy, JBa Jyda. Ha MHT MONBIXHYII OCIENHUTENbHBINA CBET... M TYT
Jy4Yd OTPUKOLICTWIM BHU3, Ha oOuTaTesiedl M roctei 3aMka. bomble Bcex
noyemy-to nocranock Meure u JIto6Bu. [la 11 ocTanbHbIe BBHITISACIH HEBAKHO:
Y KOTO pyKa 000>KeHa, KOMY HOC MOATAIHIIO. . .

— Hwdero He mnoHWMMaio, — pactepsHHO mpomrentana Bepa. 3arem
CXBaTHjIa MOXOJHYIO CYMKY, B KOTOpPOM KO BCEMy IpOYeMy Tackaja eIlle H
BpaueOHbIC CHaZ00bA, 1 MOLLIA 3aJICYNBATH O3KOTH.

...Korma B JI[t000Bb ymapuim OTJIETEBIINE JIyYd, OHA 3apeBeia B TOJIOC.
OroHbKy, SICHOE JIeNI0, 3TH CJIe3bl — YTO HOX BOCTPBIM, OH M 0KOra-To Ha cebe
He NoYyBCTBOBaJl. Pazo3nuics yxacHo.

— Ax tak! f, — roBopurt, — s TOTHA... A BOT f 3aje3y ceddac Ha KpBIITy U
cruxHy Baml 4epToB CTpax roybIMH pyKamu!
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Huxkro u cnoBa cka3are He ycIiell, Kak OH CKpbuics B OariHe PomaHTHKH.
W BOT OH yke BbUIE3 U3 CIYXOBOI'O OKOHLIA M B3rPOMO3IMJICS Ha KpBIILY.
Kppima-to kak Kymos, Jep)kKaThCsi HE Ha 4eM M He 3a 4to. Hy, kKakum-To
obpazom Orouék Tam yrae3muics, oopyrain CTpax mo-4epHOMY, YIIepcsl B HETO
pykamMu u naBaid TonkaTh! A Crpax HEOKHIAHHO TBEPIBIH, XOTh W Tydei
MPUKUHYJIICS.

C 3emumu kpuuat: «Cnass! [leux! YObenrbes!»

Oroséx He OTBEYaeT, HE A0 TOro eMy. A TYT KPUKH CaMu IPEKPaTUINCh:
Crtpax HEOXHIAaHHO IIONOJ3 BBEpX. BoT yxke BUAHBI WINMIM OalleH, BOT
nokazanuch obsucmve ¢maru... BHH3Yy ONATH 3arojiocuid, TOJNBKO Temepb
npeobnamano cioBeuko «Jlamait!» W Bmpyr... crom. Hm ¢ mecra. Crpax
TOPMO3HYJ TaK pe3Kko, yTo OroHEK IoJeTesl ¢ KpBIIM BBEPX TOPMAIKaAMU.
[IpaBna, ymyapuics 3aeUTHCS 38 KapHUA3 U OJIaronoixyqyHO CHPBITHYTb.

CrouT ¥ NOT cO J10a yTUpaeT

— 51, — ToBOpUT, — TaKOW Oy3bI 3a BCIO KU3HD HE BUJIEIN.

— Ay Te0s Takas AJUHHAS KHU3HB? — MpoBopyas CKeNTUK, OKa3aBILIUICS
TYT Kak TYyT.

— 51 )KM3HB MEPSIO HE IO KOJMYECTBY, a TI0 KAYeCTBY, — OTBETHIIH €MY. —
Ho 3T0 HeBaxkHO, JTydIlie CKaXXUTe KTO-HUOY/b, YETO C 3THUM Teleph JelaTh?

— A MOXeT, HU4ero He HaJo AejiaTh, a? — pa3faics 4yTh HACMEIIUBBIA
ronoc. Ero obnanmaTenpHHUIA PE3KO BBLACISIACH CPEAM MECTHBIX: CMYTJasi, C
YepHBIMH KOJIBIIAMH BOJIOC, C ITOJHBIMHU OJIeCKa YEPHBIMHU TJa3aMd, B CHUHEH
3aJIsIMTaHHOM CTIELIOBKE U B OCJIEIUTENILHO O€I0M MEepeaHUKeE.

— PaGora! Hy, HakoHeu-to! — 3akpuyan OroHEK U KUHYJICS OOHUMAThCA.

— Ilonerye, monerdye, — BOpwWIMBO cka3ana Pabora. Brpouewm, B rimazax y
Hee MPbIraiy Becesble YEPTUKH.

— A wmens, Oronék? — 3aBonmiia CBETJIIOBOJIOCAsl AEBYIIKA B IUIAThE,
CIIMTOM M3 Pa3HOIBETHBIX JIOCKYTKOB. — 5] peBHOBaTH Oyay!

— Hy xyna xe s 6e3 Te0s1, Becenbe! — mapens u e€ crped B oxarky.

MeuTa HaKJIOHMIACh K CTOSIBIIEH B cTOpoHKE JI100BM U mporienTana:

— Tol HE peBHYyeIIb?

— A 490 5710 3HauuT? — cpocuia JIto00Bk, XJI0Mmas Taa3aMu.

— Kak ctpanHo, — npotaHyna Meuta, He 0TBeyasi Ha Borpoc. — S Toxe. ..

— ...A 5 TOBOpPIO — J1a HE HA/0 C HUM HHUYEro JeNaTh, IyCTh BUCHUT, KaK
COCHCKa Ha HUTOYKE, KOJIU eMy JIt000. A BBl CBOUMH JieJlaMH 3aHUMAalTeCh U He
oOpainaiite BHUMaHUs. [Jsiiuiib, caMm clie3eT, HaJO0eCT. — DTO BBICKA3ajiach
PabGora, xorma omsTh pa3ropenuch cTpacty o nosoay Crpaxa.

— Kak 310 51 MOTy 3aHMMATBLCSI CBOMMH JIeNIaMH, KOT/Ia HaJJ0 MHOM TaKue
cTpactu-mMopaactu! — Bo3pasmwia PomanTuka m gaxke MOESKWIACh, TISAS Ha
Crpax.

PaGora ¢wipkHyIa.
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— Pa3Be 310 HE pOMaHTHUYHO: TOPCTKA JIOJIEH B OKPYKEHUH HE CHAETCS, a
MIPOI0JDKAeT OOBIYHYIO KU3HB? VITH BCS TBOSI pOMaHTHKA — TOJBKO Ha CIIOBaX?

— Hy 3naews. .. — PoMaHTHKa XOTena yxe He Ha HIYTKY OOMIEThCs, HO HE
ycmena: H3-3a Orpajibl, U3 HENPOIVIAJHONH YEpHOThl [OHEcCs CTYK, TPeEcK,
KOHCKOE p)KaHb€ U IIPOK/IAThSA. Bce Kak 10 KOMaHAE MOBEPHYJIH I'OJIOBBI, HO
pasmIAgeTh HUYEro HE yAajioch. A pXaHbe MOBTOPHUIIOCH, HO TEHNEPh OHO
3BYHaJIO KaJIOOHO, TIOUTH M0-Y€JI0BEYECKH.

CexkyHa depe3 TATh paclaxHYJINCh BOpPOTa, HAa TIOPOTe BBIPOCIHA
YIpsMCTBO B TYT e 3acjOHMJIA JICBOW PyKOW Tiaza. Bo mBope 3amka ObLIO
KyZa cBeTiiee, yeM 3a ero npenenamu. [IpaBoil pykoil oHa oOHMMasa 3a HIE0
KOHS; TOT YMUpAJCs, MPIKAMal yIIW M KAJIOOHO BCXpambIBal, HO IIET 3a
XO3SIUKOM.

— Moxer MHE KTO-HHOYIOb OOBSICHUTH, YTO 31ECh NPOUCXOAUT? —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA, OITYCTHB, HAKOHEL], PYKY.

— He y3naems craporo 3Hakomoro? — xMbIkHyn Ckentuk. — 910 CTpax
PEILIWI NOIIYTHUTb.

— Bemwarts Hamo 3a Takue OIyTKH! — BO3MyTWIAach YIpsMCTBO. — S,
3HAYMT, €y, HUKOMY HE MeIlaio, BAPYT HAaBaJIMBAETCS ThMa — MATEPHU CBOEH
He yBuauiis! KoHp omranen, nmoHec, TyT 3Ta 4epToBa orpaja — 5 U MoJjieTeNa u3
ceana uvepe3 ronoBy! M moBoaps MOpBajKMCh, TaKUE XOPOILIUE MOBOIBSA... —
YpsMcTBO 3aMoidaia U ¢ MOJ03PCHHEM Hadalla BCEX OTJIAIbIBaTh. — A HWero
9TO BBI B IDTACTHIPsIX J1a OuHTax? Kakoe Takoe BeluKoe cpakeHue ObuIo?

Korpa eii pacckasany, B 4eM J1eJ10, OHA IPHUILIA B OCIIEHCTBO.

— Hy, moromm! - 3aopana ona, xjomas cebe mo kapmany. Ho
CONICP)KMMOT0 Ha MecTeé HE OKasaloch, HaBEepHOE, BBIBANWICA Yy 3abopa.
VYHpsMCTBO pyrHynach ¥, OTTOJKHYB KOHs Tak, 4TO TOT 3apKay, Opocuiach B
CBOIO OallHIo.

He ycmen HUKTO T71la30M MOPrHYTb M IyX IEpeBECTH, KaK OHa YKe
BhIOEXKaa C XJIOMYIIEYHBIM PYKbEM B pyKax, KOTOPBIM cTpensuid noa HoBblit
ron. Ha xomy 3apsiamia, ocTaHOBHIIACH M AaBail ManuTh! BCIBIIKK, BCIIBIIIKY,
XJIOMYIIEYHBIA MyCOp... A TOJIKY 4TO-TO HET...

— Jla mpexpatu TbI, — He BbLAepkal Oronék. — Ero, BuaHO, Mo-apyromy
OpaTh HaJO...

— 3aryoXHH, — OTPBIBUCTO U PE3KO CKa3aja YNPSIMCTBO, HE OTPHIBASICH OT
cBoero 3aHsaTHA. HexoTopoe BpeMsi Bce MOTYaly, JTUIIb CIBIIIHBI ObLTH XJIOTKH
BBICTPEJIOB.

— l'ocnoma, ToBapuIM WM Kak Bac TyT Ha3blBaTh! — IepBOil morepsiia
uHTEpec K nansbe Padora.

— M&1 — cBOOOHBIE TpakaHe, — onpaBuia PomanTuka.

— Jla yx, cBobognble, — ycmexHyncs Ckentuk. — LlTaHsl mOTHBI 3TO
cBOOO/IOM, TOTO IJISIAN — BBIBAJIUTCH. . .
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— Jla uro OT TeOs CHBIIHBI OJHH TONBKO TragocTu! — 3aKpuvaia
PomanTtuka. — Hamoen yxe, cui Het!

— A Tl MHE J1ali ®KU3HB 0€3 TaocTel, — CHOBa ycMexHycs CKeNTHK, — S
He OyTy MX TIOMHHATD.

— Ma Tbl... Aa... — PoMaHTHMKa HEPBHO 3a0IJISAbIBAJIACH, HE MHAYE B
MONCKaxX MOAXOJsIIero cHapaga. He Haiinsg TakoBOro, oHa MpOCTO KPUKHYJa
Tak, 4yTo Aaxe y Crpaxa ylm 3aJ0XKHJIo:

— Kak xe s Te0s1 HeHaBUXKY, KO3Em!!

— Muubie OpassTCs — Temarcs, — mpodopmMoTai noa Hoc FOMop, oTHUMas
PYKH OT YIIEH, — a OKpY>Karolie CTPaaaTh TOKHBL. . .

— Bcé ckazamu, yto xoTenmu? — cmpocuna Paborta, ckpecTHB pyKH Ha
rpyau. — Vnu emie B 3amace octanoch? Tak TOBOpUTE, HE CTECHANUTECK. ..

PomanTika n CKenTHK MOJTYaIH, HE TJISAS APYT HA JIpyra.

— 3HauuT, MOXKXHO HAYMHATb. .. [la MpeKpaTHIb THI BO3MYX COTPSACATh WIN
HeT!.. — O0CpHYBIINCH, C Pa3IpaXKCHUEM KpUKHYJIa OHAa YTPSAMCTBY. — YIIH
yke 00T OT UIyMOBBIX 3(h(exToB!

YpsMcTBO, HIYETO HE OTBETUB, BKITIOUMIIA TTYITUTEIb.

— Hy BoT, — yioBieTBOpeHHO B3/10XHYJa Pabora, — Terneph HOpMaIBHO. . .
3HaeTe, CBOOOIHBIE TPaXKAaHe, 1 MHOTO Tie ObLUIa, HO TaKOTO, KakK Y Bac, elle He
BHJIENA. ..

— CripIxany Mbl yX&e 3T0, — XMBIKHYJ FOMOp U 3acyHys pyKHu MOTITyOXe B
KapMaHbl. — A s CKaXy: elle U He TO YBUAMIIb. ..

— DTO TMOHMMATh KaKk MpadHOE MPOpPOYECTBO? — IOHMHTEPECOBAIACH
PaGora, rans Ha opestane FOMopa. — Ho... I'paxxaane, s He oOydeHa OonTaTh
no-nycromy! Hagexxna MHe ckaszana, 4yTO BBl JKUBETE O] THETOM YHBIHUS U
Jlern. YHpIHUSA Oonblle HET, octamack ofgHa Jlenp, HO 3TO emie Xyxe... B
o01em, T7ie OHa y Bac npsyercs?

— 51 ObI cka3aun, r1e oHa npsyercs, — npoBopyan OroHék, — 1a BOT. ..

— Hy u rne?

— Jla B HuxX ke camux! Thl monroOyics TONBKO: MajblleM O Talel] He
ynapsT, uto0 cebe xe xoporio ciuenats! CHIAT, )KIYyT MaHHBI HEOSCHOM U enié
HEJIOBOJIbHEI. A, HEHABIIKY S TAKOE. ..

— Hy, 3naems... — Ha OroHBKa CO BCEX CTOPOH TIOJIETEH PETUTHKH,
MIpUYEM camasi IPITNIHAS 3Bydajia MPUMEPHO TaK:

— Ecnu Th1, K03€7, Takoil YMHBIH, TO MU U BEITYpH JIeHb B OMHOUKY!

— Cparocp! — 3aBonmn OroHek, MOHSB, UTO ero ceifuac OyayT outs. Jaxe
pyku moassn. — Charoch, HO OCTalOCh TMPU CBOEM MHEHHH, — J00aBWI OH
HOPMaJIbHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— S Ob1 TeOe roJoBy OTOpBaJ 3a TBOE MHEHHME, — 3aJyMUYMBO CKazall
CKkenTuK, — eclii OBI 311eCh He OBIJIO OJIM TIPAaBHL. . .
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«I" o cm o x a Jlenn! Kak Bam u3zBectHo, kKoposieBcTBO Cepiie u3apeBie
CTPOWJIOCH HA MPHHLUMIAX CBOOOMBL: KaXIblH MOXET JenaTb BcE, UTO
3a0JaropacCyIuTCs, HO HE MeIas OCTAIbHBIM. 3a COOJIIOJICHHEM JTOTO
npuanumna cienuia CoBecTs. Bbl M camm ero mpuaepKuBaiuch, U K Bam
OTHOCWIIUCH N0OposkenatenbHo. Ho ¢ Bamu mpou3omnuio 4To-To, HEMOHITHOE
Cepany. OOMaHHBIM ITyTEM YCTpaHUB CTpa)KHHKa, BBl ctamm TupaHoM. 3To
ABNIeHNE OBLIIO abCONOTHO HEM3BECTHO B KOPOJEBCTBE, MoueMy Bbl u He
BCTPETHITU COMPOTUBIICHUSL.

IIpoznaB o nerkoil Bameil ynade, cioga cTald CTEKaTbCsl pPa3HbIC
BpenuTeNnbckue JudHOCTH, Bpoae Cepoctn, O6umpr u np. llom Bammm
MPEeBOANTEIHCTBOM OHHU JOBEIH KOPOJEBCTBO 10 TpaHu pas3Bana. OnHaKo,
ecnu Bbl He 3HaeTe, — HAPOA TEPIHT JOIr0, HO ObeT O0NbHO. Bpaxkeckuii cTan
pas3our, mpasnaa, eme ynpsmurcs Ctpax, HO pa3zdepeMcs u ¢ HUM. BaM xe Mbl
mpenjaraeM OJHO W3 AByX: JuO0 Bbl mo moOpoi Boisie Mpekpariaere CBOE
BIUSHHE W HaM He MelnaeTe, 100 Bac Be3bpIBaloT Ha oeMHOK. COCTA3aThCH C
Bamu 6yner Paborta. Beixogute, kak TOBKO MPOYUTAETE ITO TOCIAHHUE.

Heracuwmsrii Oronéxk, Pabora, Meura, FOmop, CxenTuk,
JIro6oBb, PomManTuka, Bepa, Becenbe, [Touemyukay.

[Ipounras, JIeHp mBBIpHYIAa OyMary B yrod.

— Kakoif Tompko UM cBOOOZBI elle Hago? — HEAOYMEHHO TOXKajda OHa
ieyaMu. — MeHs UM Majio, 4To Ju?

Jlensp BcTaya u 3aX0JuIIa 10 KOMHATE.

— Her, Hy momo0Opanace kommanus, — O0opMoTana oHa cebe IMmojx HOC. —
[Mpunec xe yepr Pabory! Kak 6e3 Hee xopomo Obuto! M [louemyuka
nputammica. OTKya OHM TOJBKO €ro Belygunu? Jla enie mapiamMeHTepoM
oTmpaBuiH. BUAETh ero poxxy He MOTYy...

— A Bce stor Heracumpiii Oronék! — JleHbp ocTaHOBHIAch W 31100HO
yCcTaBHjach Ha mmikad, kak Oyaro tam u cuzesl OroHék. — M 4ero ToJIbKO OH y
Hac B Cepie 3206017

Jlens noonuIa K OKOIIKY.

— ITupyrot, ragsl... M-M-M, Kak g Xouy *Kpath...

A BHU3Y, W mpaBaa, wen nup ropoil. Ilocie modarux npenuparenbCcTB
COCTaBWB, HAKOHEI, yJIbTHMaTyM JleHW, Bce BIpPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJIH CeOs
3BEPCKH TOJIOAHBIMU U YCTaIBIMU. Y CTaJIOCTh — IOJIOEIBI, @ BOT ToJof. .. M Kak
Ha3JI0 — €CTh COBEPILIEHHO HEYET0, XOTh IIapOM KaTH.

Ho Becenbe kpuknyna: «9To Moe!» — 1 TIOIIa 10 JBOPY, IEPeBOpaUnBast
KaXObI KaMylleK, pasrisiibpiBas Kakaylo ObUIMHKY. Ha Hee HemoHumaroiie
3a0TJIS/IBIBANINCH, HO PaboTa mosicHuIa, 3aBaIMBIINCH IPSMO HA TPABY:

— Oro neiicTBUTENBHO ee neno. OHa Kamry HE TO YTO W3 TOMOpa — W3
3y00UnCTKH CBapuUT!
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U toraa octanbHble MOIUIIOXAJIKCh HA 3eMJII0 — KTO Kyzaa. KTo-To Tyt ke
3axparesl, KTO-TO IOBE€J HETOPOIUIMBBINA pasroBop... Becenbe TeM BpemeHeM
Pa30XKria KOcTep, MPUBOJIOKIIA U3 YbEH-TO OalIHu KOTed (OTKyAa TOJIBKO YyThe
B3sUI0Ch!) M KOJIJOBajla HaJl BapeBOM, HalleBas IIECEHKY M IPUTAHLOBBIBAas Ha
neBoit Hore. CKiajpIBaJIOCh BIIEYATJIIEHUE, YTO 3Ta JEBUYOHKA COBEPILIEHHO HE
YMEET MOJIYaTh U CIIOKOMHO CHIETh Ha OTHOM MECTE.

Bckope no aBopy nomisll BKYCHBIH-BKYCHBIHN 3amax. Ho cTpanHO: oH He
Ipa3HW, HE BO30YXKJal amnmeTHT, a OOBOJIAKMBAJI MSTKOW Jiamoi. HaseBan
JIPEMOTY M YTO-TO €IIe, MPUATHOE TaKkoe... V| He3aMeTHO BBITATHBAI yCTAJIOCTh,
KaK KOMIIpeccC.

— Unute ecth! — HaKOHEI] KpUKHYJa Becenne.

Hano ckasate, nBaxapl 3BaTh HUKOTO HE MPHUIIIOCH, CIIIIUX KHUBO
pacronkanu cocenu. U Bce-Taku y KocTpa coOpajiuch He BCe...

— YnpsaMmcTBo! — no3Bana Becenbe, HannBasg odyepeHyIo Yalky. — bpocait
CBOIO XJIOMYIIKY, U TOEIIb!

— He xouy, — nonereno B OTBET.

— a uro 310, B camom xene! — Becenbe naske moBapémiky Opocuna. —
YnpTMaTyM THI TOAMUCHIBATH HE XOYENIb CO BCEMH, €CTh HE IKeJlaellb...
Tponynacsk Tbl, 4TO J111, Ha 3TOM CTpaxe?

— Orcrans! — orpeBHysnach YOpsamcrBo. YTo0 100aBUTh Kakoe-HUOYIb
pyraTenbcTBO, e yke He XBaTuio cuil. OHa U CTpeNsiyia-ToO y’Ke CTOS Ha OJTHOM
koisiere. Ho — cTpensina. ..

— ...Cupar, noxkamMm CTy4aT, Kak 4YepTeHATa Ha 3aBajMHKE, —
npomentaia JleHb, MPUCIOHUBIINCE K cTekiy. — [lompocuts, 4To 1M, 4T00 U
MEHS HaKOPMUJIH?..

Jlenp B3OXHYJA: BCIIOMHMJIOCH 30JI0TO€ BPEMEUKO, KOT/Ia OHa ObLIa ere
COBCEM IOHOM W He BOpoOdYaja TOCYAapCTBEHHBIMH Jenamu... Beceno toraa
JKUIIOCh... MOXET...

— Hwuuero we moxer! — JleHp OTHpsiHyna OT OKHA, CIOBHO KHIISITKOM
ommapeHHas. — YToObl y MeHs ObUIO 4YTO-TO oOliee C 3THM cOpOaOM, ¢
yepHaBkol Pabotoii! [la nerue cioxHyTh!

Jlenp cxBaThia 3aBalSBIIYIOCS KOPKY XJieba M cTaia HEPBHO TPHI3TH,
caupasi SMaib ¢ 3y00B. HEMHOT0 yCHOKOMBIINCH, OHA MPHHSIACH MIAPUTH TIO
BCEM yIJIaM B IIOMCKaX PacuecKH.

— Bor ke, HMUYEro HaWTH HEBO3MOXKHO, — BOpYaJia OHA, POSCh B Kydax
Heomo3HaHHOTO xyiama. — l[lpm Y€pHoMm Tak serko Obuto! ToT mambramu
HIEJIKHET, ¥ TOTOBO /1e70. A TyT... O, BOT oHa!

Jlenp BBIBOJIOKJIA pacuecKy 0e3 Tpex 3yOOB M NpHHSIACH pacyechIBaTh
BOJIOCHI. 3a BpPEeMS JIeKaHbsl OHU YKACHO CBAIISIIHCH.

— S e Tak cTaHy JbICO! — BOCKIMKHY A OHa, Opocast Ha TOoJI OYepeTHOM
KJIOK 30JIOTHCTBIX BOJIOC.
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— Hy Bor, kaxercs, Bc€, — JIeHb TIIsiHYyIa B 3€pKaJio, 3aT€M IIBBIPHYJIA €ro
BMeCTe C TpeOEHKOW Ha KpoBaTh, pa3BepHyJach W Tomia. M moka oHa
CIyCKaJlach IO JIECTHHIIE, OHa BCE MpauHela W MpadyHela M, HaKOHel,
clierangachk MpauyHee Ty4H.

— Kaxercs, 31ech KTO-TO OCMENWICS OpOCHUTH MHE BEI30B? — TPOMOM
mporpemMeno Haj 6€33a00THBIMH €TOKaMH.

— Ha, kaxercs, — HACMENUIMBO ckasana PaboTa, mpomomkas opyaoBathb
J0XKOM. — Kaxercs, ocMmenuics, — IOBTOPWIA OHA W, INPUUIYPUBLIUCE,
ycraBuiach Ha JIeHb.

Bonbuie nonoBUHBI JOXKEK MOMEHTAJIbHO INepecTanu crydath. Ha Jlens
YCTPEMUIIUCH B3IJIAAbI, HO HC HACMCULIMBO, KaK Yy Pa6OTI)I, ac HpHBBI‘IHOfI
nokopHocTho. [Tonctune, JIenp Obuta cunbHee naxe Ctpaxa.

Pabora Mexay Tem goena moxieOKy ¥ OTIIBBIPHYJIA YAIIKY.

— Hy 4ro, — cka3zana oHa, MOJHSBIIUCH U OJICPTHBas MEPEIHUK, — Sl XOTb
cefyac roTosa.

— A BOT ceiluac um HayHeM, — npouenuna Jlemp, moxwupas Paboty
B3rIAA0M. — Ha xakux ycnoBusix npartecs Oyaem?

— Ha gunnomartnueckux, — BeTpsin Heracumerii OroHEk U MOTSHYJCS 32
nobaBkoit k Becenbro. — Beskue Tam XOJOJHBIE, OTHECTPEIbHBIE U MPOUYUE
sIICPHBIE IIOTPEMYILIKU TaK HECOBPEMEHHHI. . .

— Yero? — HenoymeBatolie Bonpocuia JIeHs.

— PacrniuceiBaTh Oynere CBOM JOCTOMHCTBA, — mosicHWi OroHek. — [la u
HEIOCTAaTKH YK 3a0AHO. A MBI, — OH 00BEJ IINPOKHUM KECTOM CHAALINX, — Bac
MOCIYIIAEM U PELINM, KTO HaM OOJIbILE MTOAXOAMNT.

— A k10 He nmopoiaéT, — nobaBmia Pabota, — ToT BeiMeTaeTcs u3 Cepaiia.

— Co CcBOMMH CTOPOHHUKaMH, — YTOYHMJA JIeHb, OKUABIBAas B3IISLIOM
OKPY’KaIOIIKX.

— Jla ¢ ynoBoibcTBueM, — (bipkHYJIa Bepa. — Tonbko ux eiie HaWTH
HaJo...

Jlenp nog0OUYEHMITACH U 3aX0XO0TaJja.

— OTo MHe-TO ucKathb cropoHHHKOB! Jla Bcro sxu3Hb Cepaue ObUIO TOA
MOHMM Ha4daJIoOM M pPaaoBaJIOCh 3TOMy! Hey>1<eJH/1 Bbl OAYMAa€TC, 4YTO KaKasa-TO
BImmBas PaboTka cMOXKeT MeHs TepeTuTIOHy Th!

— Hy namaii, naBaii, — "Herpomko mombongpmia PaGora. Ona crosia,
MIPUCIIOHMBIINCH K CTEHE, U AaKe He TIsaaena Ha JIeHs.

— Her, BBl TOJBKO moOAyMaiiTe, 4YTro 3HAYMT padoraTh! ITO XKe
IOOpPOBOIBHO B3BAJIINTH HA ce0S TPOMAIHYI0 W HYIHYIO TSKECTh. OJTO IKe
3HAYUT TPOJAThCs B pabcTBO! A BHI ele 0 cBoOoae TOBOpHiH... Hacrosryio
cBoOOy MOTy aTh ToJbKo si! S — JleHs, 1 — cB0OOJa HUUETO HE JIeNaTh!

Jlenp Bce Oouiblie BooxymeBisulack. OHAa AEHCTBUTENBHO BEpwia B TO,
9TO FOBOPUIIA.
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— JKu3Hb TIpeKpacHa, M MBI YCTPOCHBI TpekpacHo! Tak HeyXenm ke
MOJKHO IUIEBaTh HA 3Ty KPacoTy U TPaTUTh BPEMS Ha JypallKue BEIH, KOTOpbIE
MOPTAT HacTpoeHue!

— MoxHo Bompoc? — Bie3 [loyemyuka. — A 4ero Mbl Xparh Oymem, He
paboras?

— Hy xakoii xe TbI nypak! — BockiumkHyna Jlens. — Msbl Oynem
HaClaXJaThCsl YyJeCHBIMU KyIIaHbIMHU M BUHaMu. Beab Bcerna ecTs IMYHOCTH,
KOTOpble JInbo Oyayr Ha TeOs paboTarh, JIHOO yMeEWT Bce N00BIBaTH Oe3
pabotsl. Hago mpocto Haiiti koro-HuOy b n3 HuX. Bot kak g1 UépHoro OmyTa,
MOKa BB, TaJIbl, €0 HE IPOTHAJIH. ..

— To ecTh HaO cTaTh Mapa3UTOM U CBOJIOYBIO? — OroHEK BCKOYMII, OYATO
ero moaodpocuio. — Jla Tel, CKOTHHA, 332 KOTO HAC IPUHUMACIIIH?

— INompomury He 003bIBaTHCS, — C JOCTOMHCTBOM OTBeTHIA JIeHb. — A TO 5
TaKk OTBEUY, YTO TeOs MOIMOJaM COTHET M HAaW3HAHKY BBIBEPHET. A BIIpOYEM, —
COBEPIIEHHO HEJIOTHYHO MPOAOJDKIIIA OHA, — ThI IPABHIILHO cka3ai. [lapasutsr
u cBojoud. Hy, cBOlOUs — CHJIBHO CKa3aHO. A Mapa3uThl TOYHO Bce. B mymie
TOYHO BCe mapasuTbl! — BO3BBICWIA Toioc JIeHb, yBHIEB, YTO €l XOTAT
BO3pa3uTh. — [IOTOMYy YTO KaJIOMy, CIBIIIMTE — KaXJIOMY, XOUETCS Yero
noJierve, X04ercsi, 9To0 KTO-HHOYIbh €My MOMOT, 4acTh Ha ceOs B3sI, a TO H
HEeJNUKOM... KTo ckaxkeT, 4To eMy 3TOro He XO4eTcs, — BPeT KaK CUBBIA MEPHH.
W motom — k 4eMy HampaBleHbl ycuius Jito0oi pabotei? Uto momyvaercs B
utore? Hy, oTBeuaiiTe, g1 Bac cripammaao!

— Hagepnoe, pabotatoT, 4TOOBI MOJTYYNUTh YAOBOJILCTBHUE, — HEYBEPEHHO
ckazana PomanTtuka. — Uto6 obecrieunts ceds. . .

— Bot! Bw capmmanu? — Jlems momdsia majiel.. — Pabotaror, 4To0
MOTyYUTh YAOBOJIBCTBUS pa3HOi MacTtH. Llens — y-mo-Bombs-ctBH-s1! PaGorta —
JIMIIB CPelCTBO. M BBl OCIIE 3TOr0 OOMKAETECh HA CIIOBO «IIapasuT»?

— Hy, Henp3s ke Tak Bcex Ha OJHMH apIIuH MEPUTh! — BOCKIUKHYIa Bepa.
— A eciu KOMY-TO caM TpoIiecc PabOThI — 3TO YAOBOJILCTBHUE?

— Tak Bemp riIaBHOE-TO €My — YTO YAOBOJbCTBUE moiny4aer! Uro ot
paboThl, a HE OT Yero APYroro — Tak 3TO MPOCTO MO3rH HaOekpeHb... Hy, y
KOTO ellle eCTb COMHEHHUSs, YTO OT PabOThI HUKAKOTO TOJIKY HET?

— A Kaxk e, — pa3fajcs TOHEHbKHI ronoc MeduTsl, — a Kak K€ TOrza...
HY, KaK 3TO Ha3bIBA€TCs, YTO C KAKIBIM I'OJIOM, C KaXKIOH 3M0X0H 4TO-TO HOBOE
Oepércs, mpuIyMBIBaeTCS?

— [Iporpecc, Tbl X04elb cKa3aTh, — yTouHMIA POMaHTHKA.

— Ja, Touno, mporpecc. OTKyaa ObI OH B3sUICA, eclii O HUKTO He padoTran?

— Munas Tl MOsI, — MEIJICHHO pa3BepHyJiach JIeHb BceM KOpIycoM, — U
BBl TOXe, Muble, Xopomue! Jla 3adyeM oH Bam HykeH, 3ToT mporpecc? OH
TOJIBKO XUTh MemaeT. He Bc€ nm Bam paBHO — OyleT ju y Bac TyajeT IOJ
Ha3BaHbEM YHHUTA3 WM NPOCTO AbIpKa B Aepessiuke? [IpucnuuuT — Tak mnox
J0OBIM KyCTOM LITaHbl CHUMEILB !
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IOmop Brpyr BbIOpaics BIepea, CHsI OYKH U Haydall pasrisiabiBath JIeHb
caMbIM OecItapIOHHEIM 00pa3oM.

— YT0 3TO THI HAa MEHS YCTaBUIICS? — HEJJOBOJIBHO CIIPOCUIIA Ta.

— Jla 1 BOT Aymaro, CKOJIBKO CHHSKOB ObI Thl MMelNa, eciiy O Jiexaia B
NepBOOBITHOM TelIepe, a He Ha H300PETEeHHUH NTporpecca — MArKoi NepuHe. . .

CexyHAy-Ipyrylo Bce epeBapuBalld CKa3aHHOE, a IIOTOM 3aX0XoTanH. Jla
TakK, 4TO HaBepXxy 3arpsccs CTpax M CTEHbI 3aMKa TPO3UINCH OOBATUTHCS.

— 51 nymaro, IITYK ABaqlATh NATh, HE MEHbIIE, — 3asiBUI OrOHEK.

— ITouemy? — 3amHTEpEcoBaiack Bepa.

— Hy kaxk... Kenmuna c o0béMaMu, MeuTa 1mosTa. ..

— Orouék, Hy 4To 3a mypankue myTku! [siom, kakas HacTosmas Medra!
— Bepa cxBatuna 3a pyky Meury u moBosokina k OroHeKky. A Ta KpacHena,
0oTOMBaach, BRIPHIBAJIACH, & TIOTOM OCTAaHOBHJIACH U YCTaBHJIAch €My IPSMO B
ryiasa.

— ...Her, Torma xe Obumn mamonThl! U THTpBI cabne3yOble, a y HHUX
3Haellb Kakue MKypbl. Ecny yOuTh IITyK CTO THUTPOB U MaMOHTOB JIECSITOK-
npyroii, Jlean xBaTut, — BkuHmWiIcA [louemyuxa.

— @y, Iloyemyuka, ThI YTO Takoi mM3Bepr! — BOCKIMKHYJIa PomanTHka. —
3aueM yOuBaTh OCIHBIX KUBOTHBIX! S OBI MOAOIILIA K HUM, MTOTJIaINIa, 38 YXOM
royecana. ..

— Ca0uie3y0oro Turpa Thl Obl 32 yxoM nodecana? — crpocuia CKENTHK. —
Hy-ny...

— Kcrarn, — mnoBepHynacb Kk HeMy PomaHTuka, — ecinm 4eJoBeK
NeHCTBUTEIBHO A00pBIi, 3Bepu ero He TpoHyT. W ecnu OH uX JHOOUT M He
oourcst. S ObI ¥ K TUTPY MOIOIILIA, OH HE CTPAIIHBIH. . .

— 51 6b1 TeOe monomen, — ycrokoun ee CKeNTUK U MOXJIONA MO PYXKbIO.

— Jla TBI KTO Takoif, 4T0O MHE yKas3pIBaTh? — BCcbUIMIa PomaHTHKA. —
Bo3emy 1 moiiy, ¥ HUYEro Thl CBOeH OepaaHKoi He crienaenib! B meHs Torga
cTpensii!

— 3Hauur, s Teds mpocTo He mymury, — CKeNTHK CXBATHII €€ 33 PYKY.

— OtnycTtr, — PoMaHTHKa JepHYyIack, HO BAPYT MOH:UIA, YTO COBEPIIEHHO
3TOrO HE XOYeT.

Jlenp rosimuT Ha Bce 3TO Oe300paszue W HU4Yero He moHmmaer. «Kak, —
IyMaeT OHa, — OHM MOTYT CIIOKOHHO CMESIThCS, Pa3roBapuBaTh IPYT C APYIOM,
Korja s MpeAsioKuiia UM Takue nepcrnekTtuBbl! Heyxenn 3a Takol KOpOTKHIA
cpok Oronék co cBoed kommaHueil cymen ux mokoputh! Oi... Ho uto xe
JeaaTb MHE?»

— Hy, BB, XBaTHT pKaTh! — 31M00HO 3aopana OHa, XOTS YK€ HHUKTO HE
cmesuica. — Cnymaiite croga. CoryiacHel BbI MEHS W Jajbllie IPHU3HABATH
npasurensHUIEH Cepamna?

— Tak Benp paBUTH — TOXKE padoTa! — KPUKHYI KTO-TO C3a/IH.
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— He nmyx#Hpl Ham Takue mnpasurenu!.. Jlogu c romomy moasixarot!..
Tepnemn monro! Hagoemno! — 3amryMens co BCeX CTOPOH.

— Ha <¢onapp Takux mnpaBuTeneit! — TapKHyN KTO-TO IIHOKO
pamukaneHbI. Tonma 3amrymerna emie OoJbIlie, SBHO moaAepkuBas. U
HEW3BECTHO, YeM OBl BCE KOHUIIOCH st JIeHu, eciu 661 FOMOp HE KpUKHYIT:

— BepeBka He BbLAEpKHUT!

Torma nepecranu oOBuHATH Jlenp n 3acmesuincs. He Hax ee Becowm,
KOHEYHO, a Haj| ee OOJbHBIMU B3TJsmamu. Jla W... Haj olyxamu, KOTOpPEIC
CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH TIOJUUHSIINCH ATOH OOJIe3HH.

IOMop Tem BpeMeHeM BBIHYN M3 KapMmaHa 4E€pHbIE OYKH, OpOCHI HMX Ha
3eMITIO U — XPSCh! XpsCh! — HACTYMIII OOTHHKOM. A TIOTOM CTaJl pa3TiIsiabIBaTh
MEJIKHE YEPHBIE CTEKIIBIILKH. . .

— Ilocrotiite, rocriona, — oxxuBmics BApYr OroHEK, — y HaC e MOeINHOK
HE KOHYEH. MBI BBICIIYILIAJIN TOJIBKO OIHY CTOPOHY.

— Jla, Pabota! JlaBaiite ctona PaboTy! ABoch OHa IOJTydIlIe CKaXeT!

— Oronék, — B3s1a ero 3a pyky Pomanrtuka, — oTkyaa Bel ¢ PaGoroit
npunum? Yto y Bac 3a gypamnkoe obpameHue «rocmona»? Hery rocmon
HUKaKuX!

— PomanTtuka, — OroHék yneibancs BO BECh POT, — YECTHOE CJIOBO, 3TO
HEBAXXHO.

PaGora Mexnay TeM oOTIOenMiIach OT CTEHBI, KOTOPYIO BcCe BpeMs
MOJHpaa, U BB Ha CEpeIuHY.

— l'ocnoga. .. wm rpaxmaHe, He TIOMHIO, Kak Bac TyT. M3 MeHs mimoxoi
opatop, M 5 TpeIaral COCTA3aThCs HECKONIbKo mHade. JKW3Hbp HE caxap, Bce
3HatoT, na? W ona Hempenckazyema. BOT B3sIM BBl M OKa3aluCh Ha HOBOM
MecTe — 0e3 JeHer, 0e3 OKYMEHTOB, 0€3... 3-3-3... JIMYHOCTEH, KOTOphIe OBI
JKemanu Bac oOCiyXwBaTh. 3Ha4MT... — Pabora ortkanmisutack. — Kopoude, s
npeJiarao: BBICTHTh HaM ¢ JIEHBIO 1O KBaJpaTHOMY METPY, a BHI TIISAMTE,
KTO U3 Hac ObIcTpeld o0ycTpoutcs. Hy u... re moHpasutcs Oomblie.

— OtnuaHOe perreHne! — 3axJomnana B afomy PoMaHTHKA.

Oronék cxBatui nayiky (07aro uMx BajsUIOCh, KaK W IPOYEro COpy, Ha
Ka)XJIOM IIary) U IPUHSJICS OTYEPUHUBAThH KBAIPAThI, BEIMEPSS ILIaraMH.

— Kcratn, — cka3ama Pabora, obpamasce kK CBOel comepHUIle, — y Tebs
OyZeT ele OWH IIaHC, ¥ THI CMOKEIh €T0 BEIUTPATh.

— Jla uau Tel!.. — orpeI3Hynach JleHs.

— l'otoBo, — ckazan Oronék. — 3HauuT, Balia 3agada — 0OyCTPOUTHCS C
MaKCHMAaJIbHBIM YA00CTBOM 332 MHHHMAJIBHBIN OTPE30K BPEMEHH. . .

— A eme okpy4e Thl ppa3y He MOT COCTaBUTH? — mOMopIIuiIack Bepa.

— B caenyromumii pa3 cocTaBiio — CeNUAIBHO I TeOst, — TO00eIan OH.
— Hy uro? Haumnmaem? Ilpomry, — 3a 3THM CJIOBOM IIOCIIEZOBal TaKOMH
pacnopsIuTeNnbHbIA KecT, uTo Bepa mpommunena: «B Moil oropoa kKaMmyllexk,
na?» — u nokazana OTOHBKY KyJaK.
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— Jla mamHO BaM, Kak JAETH MaJible, — mpoBopYaia PaboTa, mpoxoas MUMO.
OcTaHOBMIIACH ¥ KBaJpaTa M MPUHSIACH TEPETh JIEBYIO OpPOBB: 3TO y Hee OBLIO
MpU3HAKOM AyMaHbs. 3aTéM BHE3allHO COpBaJach C MecTa M HcuYe3na 3a
OrpaJion.

— Oit! Kyna ona! Tam xe Crpax... — HCITyTajgoch )XEHCKOE HACEIICHHE.

— la, KCTaTH, Yero 3To Tak TEMHO? — OCBeAOMUIIACH JIeHb.

— Jla ato xe Ctpax, — orBeTuna PomanTuka. — YOpsMCTBO BOH B HETO
MAJIAT, OJJOJIETh TyMAaeT. ..

— A-a-a... A s Bce Tymalia — 4ero 3TO OHa KaK aBTOMAT, TOJIFKO MaTPOHBI
3akiaapiBaeT. B Oenblil cBET Kak B KOIEEUKY...

YupsMcTBO cTosla B OTAAJICHHH, HO BCE K€ B MpeAesiaX CIBIIIUMOCTH.
Ona cnpimana Bech Tpén Jlenw, HO cumrana, uro ¢ JleHplo u 06e3 Heé
pa3zoepytcs. A Bor Crpax... K Crpaxy y He€ ObUIM nudHBIe cyeThl. He
BBIHOCHJIA YTIPSAMCTBO, Korda ee orpannunBaiu. A Ctpax cnencst ¢ Obunoii-Ha-
Becr-Caer, 1 BMecTe OHM MOJIOKIIA YTIPSIMCTBY Xa-a-poIIyI0 CBHHBIO... [la
U mpH Bceil cBoeil rpyboctu ona mobmna Cepale U ero >KuTelned M xoTena,
4100 OBUIO siCHOE HeOO HaJ rojIoBaMHu, a He THeTymas ThMa... M xapaxrep...
0X, YK eciIi YTPSMCTBO 32 YTO-TO B3sUIach, JIEJI0 YECTH — 3aKOHYMTH JIFOOOH
LICHOM. ..

Mexny Ttem BepHyJach PaboTa, Hecs deTblpe OOJNBIINX IANKH, Kydy
MEJKUX MPYTHUKOB M COJIUIHBINA KyCOK KOpbl. BOTKHYyNa manku mo mepumerpy,
MIPUHSJIACH BUTh BEPEBKY.

— Becenbe, — ckazana BIpyT OHa, — a 4ero 3TO 3a rpodoBas TumwmHa? S,
3HaeMTh JIM, He KIaI0UIIEHCKUH CTOPOXK. A Hy, BIaph HaITy JJIOOUMYFO!

Becenbe mopeiiack B KapMaHax, BeITAIIMIA YTO-TO Miiockoe. [épHyna 3a
BEepEBOYKY — C TPOXOTOM TOSBHUJIACh TapMmoinka. [IpUBBIYHBIM IBHKEHHEM
YXBaTHBIINCH 3a He€, Becembe TpoHyNa Jaabl, a MOTOM 3aurpaia. Jla kyna tam
3aurpana — pBaHysia 4To ecThb AyXy! VX, 3X: 3amsicany KaOJMyKH U TOJble
nsaTkd. Hy, k1o mpocto TakT orOuBan. Pabora mocTykuBanxa HOTOM, MypJibIKaja
MOl HOC W TIPOJOJDKaNa 3aHMMATbCA CBOMM JeloM. BOT OoHa yxe HaTsSHyna
TOTOBYIO BEPEBKY HECKOJIBKO pa3 HaJ BOUTHIMH MaJIKaMU — MOJYYHJICS KapKac
Juis HaBeca. Hakuana cBepxy npyTHKOB.

— A oT0 Ha ciy4ald JOXHd, — CKa3aja OHAa W, CTAHYB CIIEIIOBOYHYIO
KypTKy, HaOpocuia cBepxy. M cHOBa yOexana 3a orpany.

Becenbe Mexmy Tem mpekpatwina urpate. E€ mpocunu Ha Ouc, HO oHa
CKa3ajia, YTO XOPOIIEHBKOI0 IOMAJIEHBKY.

He TanmeBana Ttompko Jlemp. OHa cTOsNa, CINOXKMB PYKH, B ITOJHOM
pactepstHHOCTH. JIeHb coBceM He ymena «00ycTpanBaThCs», X0TA Guiaocodueit
BHajaena xopomo... 1 eme — e€ 3muna My3blka, HO BHYTPU CUZIEN MaJeHbKHI
4€PTUK M TOJBYKUBAJ: a Hy CIUISAIIN, Y T€0s 5TO BBIAET. JIeHh OTMaxnBasach
OT HETO ¥ 3/IMJIach emie OobIIe.

PaboTa npuHecna oxanky Kakoi-TO TpaBbl.
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— OTo Bepeck, — 3asBWia oHa. — Ha Hem msarde Bcero cmath. S ero
MpUMETHIIA, enIé Koraa ciofa num. M nepeBo moBajieHHOE — MOJIHUSA, HABEPHOE,
— IEJKHYJa OHa 1Mo nainkaM. — Celfdac ene Halmia 3TO MeCTo. ..

Bpocura oxamky B cBO# miajani, B30WIa U 3aBainiach Ha Hee. VI HOTy Ha
HOTY 3aKUHYJA.

— Bce, — roBopuT, — MOXHO JIe)KaTh W B TMOTOJIOK IMOTUIEBEIBaTh. [lo-
XopolemMy Haao Obl emé eabl JOOBITh, HO MBI TOJIBKO YTO MO0OEalH. . .

— Iloroau, s xouy crnpocutb, — ckasana Meura. — BOT 3T0 HasblBaeTcs
paboratp? DTO XKe Beceno, MHTEpeCHO... Jlaxe... maxe He3aMEeTHO, YTO HaAo
OBLJIO YTO-TO JIENATh. ..

— A Jlenp Bac BocmmTana, 4To pabora — 3TO 00s3aTENBHO KOJIXO03, —
ynbioHynack Pabora.

Meura cMyTHIACh.

— Ho Benp Becerma roBopsT, 4To paboTaTh — TPYAHO. ..

— Tpyano... — PabGora yxMmbiibHYIAch;, Oenbie 3yObl U Oenas Ony3ka c
MEPEeTHUKOM yIWBUTEIBHO TapMOHHPOBAIM CO CMyDJod koxeil. — Jla, 4
TpyaHas! — KpUKHYJIa OHA M BBUIETENA U3 MIajiallia KaK Pe3WHOBBIA MAYUK. — S
TpyaHasi, BpeaHas W BopuiuBas! OTo mpaBia. A 4TO g HyAHAass ¥ MOHOTOHHO
Kamaw Ha Mo3ru — HeT. Mens Takoit nenaer Cepocth... — Pabora ctpaHHO
W3MEHWJIAch B JHIe, Kak OyAro ed Obuio OombHO. — U Ckyka. Y Bac ke OHH
6bun? Hy BoT... OHE Koro xomb — XoTh JIt000Bb, X0Th Meuty, XoTh Bepy —
OTIOIILIAT, BCEX KPACOK JIMIIAT U TAKOE CIENAIOT, YTO JIydlle O Jorojia pasaeTh
¥ 4epe3 IUIOMAaAb MPOTHATh — M TO TMO30pPy MEHbIIe. Yero yxx mpo MeHs ¢
Becenvem roBoputh, — m00aBHWIIa OHA eJe CIBIIIHO. — M3 Hac JaBHO Yyxke
MapHOHETOK CeNalH. ..

— Wl HEKTO ¢ HUMU CIIpaBUTHCA HE MOXET, — TPYCTHO qoOaBmia Becenbe.
— Tomnpko Heracumeriit OroHEK. ..

**k*

— Bort aT0 ga!! — paznmancst npy>KHbIH B3I0X.

Beuepree mpo3paunoe HeOO, oOiaka WrparOT B AOTOHSIIKH. JlackoBoe
COJIHIIE HaJ ropu3oHTOM. OKpyra TOHET B 3€JI€HH, U 3aMOK — TaKOW KPaCHBBIH,
TaKoOM POJIHOM... W nuia BOKpyr — TOXKE pOJIHBIE.

Oto Crpax ybexan. He Beraep:xan HaTicKa YpsamMcTsa. Jla i To cka3aTh
— HHUKTO BHUMaHHSA He oOpamiaer... YOekan B IMOABAJ, MBIIIKOH OOepHYICS.
Cuaut 1 T1ayeT roproYrMH CJIE3aMHU.

— bennblil 1, HECUACTHBIN, — BCXJIUNBIBACT OH. — HUKTO MeHs HE JIFO0OUT,
caM He 3Halo, 9T0 X0d4y. Ml HUKTO MeHs ye He OOuTCs... YUTH MHE, 4TO JIH,
orctoga? U npasna, yiay — Kyna riasza riasisT. ..

MpeimonkoM BeiOpancs CTpax M3 MoJBana, MPOCKOIB3HYJI 3a Orpamy,
o0epHyIcsa co0oif 1 ToIIeN, TOJIOBY CBECS.

Otomen yxe Ha MOPAJOYHOE PACCTOSHHWE W BAPYT CIBIIINT B KyCTax
MOIO3PUTEIBHBIN MOPoX. OCTaHOBHIICS.
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Cpenu MTHCTBEB MENBKHYJH OCIIOKYpBIE JIOXMBI, U Ha IOPOTY BBEIOpaiach
JI1060Bb.

—Hy u yero TbI 3a MHO# yBsI3as1ach? — TYCKJIBIM rojiocoM crpocun CTpax.

— Crpax, — HeyBepeHHO crpocuiia JIto00Bk, — a ThI YXOAUIIb OT HAC, a7

— A 3aduem s BaM HyXeH? — QBIPKHYI TOT. — MeEHS TyT TOJKAIOT,
003BIBAIOT, PEILIETO U3 MEHS ACTAIOT. . .

— Hy, ato npoiineT, Thl TOJIBKO HE yxoau. Ham TeOs He xBaTaTh OyJeT. ..

— Oi1, nanno Bpath! Komy s TyT HyX)eH! — otBepHyincs Ctpax.

— Mse...

— VY 1e0s1 OroHEx ecTs.

— Ha, Ho MHe Bcex Hamo! Tel He yxomu, a... — JI0OOBB mojoIILIa,
00XBaTWIIa py4OHKaMH MopIiuHucToe uio CTpaxa u 3arjsHylna B rinaza. — He
Hano. U He mmaysb.

— HuxTo MeHs He JIOOUT, HUKOMY s HE HYXXEH, — TPYCTHO, Kak moOuTas
cobaka, ckazan Ctpax. — A ... a st Xopomuid. S 3Haem, 4ero ymero nenaTh? —
BIIPYT O’KMBHJICS OH. — BoT, Tosiam.

OH BBIyIMI W3-3a Ma3yXH BEPEBKY, MPUBS3AT MEXKIY IBYMs EPEBBIMHU,
X0 B300Opaiics Ha HeE M Hayall OTKAJIBIBATH TPIOKU: TO OEXKHUT IO HEW, TO Ha
oaHo Hore kpyTuTcsa. Ha pykax npoméncs. ..

— Bot 310 310pOBO! — 3axyonana B nanonu JIro6oBb. — A MEHSI STOMY
Hay9HIIb?

— Sl eme MoOTy XOIWTh HaJ MPOMNACTHIO, OEraTh MO MYJISIMH, YCMHUPSTDH
Pa3bAPEHHBIX XUITHUKOB, — Mpoonkan CTpax.

— U 1H1 He Ooumibcs? — BOCXMINEHHO CHpOCHia JeBodka. ['nmasza y Hee
3aCBEpKaJH 3eIEHBIM OTHEM, a BOJIOCHI — PEDKUM. M pOT OTKpBIICS.

— Ha 10 51 u Crpax, uto MeHs1 Bce OOSTCS, a 1 — HUKOTO, — YCMEXHYJICS
Crpax.

— Hy, s xe 1e6s He 6010Ch, — oTBeTHIa JIT0O0BE.

— Ter — cTtaths ocobas, — B3moxHyn CTpax. — A 49TO, KOJU XOYEIb, S
Haydy Te0s BceMy, uTo caM ymero. U Oynet Tebe Besme mopora, U OyJemb Thl
MPOXOIUTHh BCE Tperpajusl — Ha 3emie, Ha HeOe JIM, B MOpe WM B CepIIe
yenoBedeckoM. [IoToMy 4TO THI 0JTHA — KOPOJIEBa IO TIPABY. ..

— 51 He x0uy OBITH KOPOJIEBOMH, — cMopuiiachk JIro0oBb. — S xody OBITH
MIPUHIIECCOM, ITO Kyla Becelee.

Crpax ynbeIOHYJICS ¥ TIOYEMY-TO COBCEM TepecTall ObITh CTPAITHBIM.

— Hy u Oyzp eii. IIpo xoponeB — 3T0 Tak, OaiKu OJJHH... — H OH 3aép3al
Ha BepEBKe, YCAKUBAsCH IOy 100HEe.

Bapyr JIro00Bb TMOYyBCTBOBaJIa, 4TO €€ KTO-TO OOHMMAeT 3a TUICYH.
B3npornyB oT HEOXHIAHHOCTH, OHA Pa3BEPHYJACh... U YTKHYJIACh BO YTO-TO
MSATKOE, 3eTIEHOE M POTUBHOE, OT YETO BOHSIIO BOJKOM.

Oto Tocka Beia morynste. Hagoena Tocke ee 3enéHast 6amrHs IpsM 10
3en€HbIX uépTUKOB. HOTNA emie po3oBbIe CIOHBI Mepe] Tiia3aMH IJIaBajld —
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rmocie OyTBUIKH-APYroil. A dero emé nenarh-To, kak He nuth? [IpodoBana c
YépubiM OMyTOM pOMaH 3aBECTH — HE MOHPAaBUIOCH. OT IPEXKHEro X03siMHa —
IOmMopa — octanuch B OamiHe Kakve-TO KHMXKKHM, TOCKa Ha HHUX IOTJIsAena,
nojucTana aa u opocuia B yroi. Beckope onu orcsipeny. ..

Bot u meét Tocka ropbkyro ¢ yTpa 10 Bedepa. A 1o Ho9aM HE CITUTCS i
— 6ecconnnna. Jlexxut Tocka u Ha 3BE37bI MOOYETCS — KOWKa e€ y caMOoro OKHa
ctouT. M mymaeT oHa: MOXeET, TaM, Ha AaNEKUX 3BE3/1aX, €CTh ApYyras *U3Hb...
Spkasi, HanOTHEHHAsT 1O KpaeB. A 3/1€Ch... 3/IeCh BCE HE TO U BCE HE TaK, KaK
JOJDKHO OBITh. 37€Ch )KU3Hb HETPABIITLHAS.

Bronenn m3morannm Tocky atu aymel. Ilepeccopunace co Bcell cBOei
ponHe#, 3a0plIa, KOrJa MOCIETHHM pa3 BO3AYXOM CBEXHM JAblIana. A TyT
CUINT, 3HAYHUT, C OYECPCAHOI'O MMOXMEJIbA U BAPYT CJIIBININUT: HAAPHUBACT KTO-TO Ha
rapMoIlke, Aa Tak Juxo!.. Tocka cMopmuiaace W 3aCTOHana: Majo TOTO, YTO
rOJIOBY Pa3HOCHT, Tak ewé u 3yObl 3aHbutn! A 3yObl Y Hee Bceraa HbUIM, e1Ba
OHa BHUJIeJIa WY CJIbIIIANa YTO-HUOYIb BECeIoe.

Pemmna Tocka cmycTUTbCS M OCMOTpPETh, B 4eM aeno. Hamo ckaszats,
JBUTAJIach OHA CO CKOPOCTHIO, MPHONMKEHHON K Yepenamibel, Tak YTO BCEe yxKe
pasoutuck ycnenu. Kto-to e, mpaBna, okIuKHYIMI, HO Tocka He oTo3Banack. Eé
[IOYEMY-TO BJPYT IOTSAHYJO IOWTH... IIOWTH, KyJa HOrM HecyT. I crpaHHOe
JIeJI0: BBIHECIIM OHM €€ K TOMy MecTeuKy, rae JIro0osb u Ctpax Oonrany.

— ...He Hago mens oOHumarb! — BeIpBanach JII0OOBb M OTIPHITHYJA B
CTOPOHY.

— [Jla TBI, Kypa-geBKa, 4TO O XKU3HM 3Haemb? TeOe Hamen B yIIM 3TOT
cTapblii OonBaH, Thl M MOBEpHWia... A JKHM3Hb, OHAa, — Tocka BHE3aIHO
HaKJIOHMIach K JII0OBH 1 Topsyo 3amienTtana, — oHa rpybas U jKecTokas, y Heé
CcBOM 3aKoHbL. 1 Bcsl KpacoTa, BCE, YTO B HEM €CTh XOPOILIEro, — CIHUILIKOM
ObIcTpO BAHET 1 ymupaeT. Cmotpu crofa! — OHa BBIIPSIMUIACE U COPBajia JIUCT
¢ Ommxkaiitiero nepeBa. — Buanmb? On 3enénbiii. Ceituac nero. Ho Oyner
OCEHb — OH TOXKEJNTeeT, CKYKOXKUTCS U ymajeT. /la, KOHeYHO, CKaXyT, YTO OH
yIOOPHUT 3eMJII0, YTO IOTOM BBIPACTYT Apyrue JucThs... pyrue — na. Ho He
aT10T. Ero yxe He Oyzet, — Tocka pactepiia JTUCT B JIaJIOHAX U BBIKHHYJIA.

— A KTO 3HaeT, Kakas CBeXasl cujla TeKJa IO ero KuiaMm, Kak CBEpKajld Ha
COJIHLIE ¥ TOHSUIMCH APYT 3a ApyroM xjopodopMuHKU... Kakue necHu oH mein
Ha BETPY — ATOr'0 YK€ HUKTO HUKOTA HE Y3HAeT, — 3aAyMUYUBO cKa3ana Tocka u
CIUTIOHYIA.

JIro60Bb xJ0mana riazaMu U Mon4ana. [Ipu3HaThCs, Takoe OHa CrblIana
B MEPBBIH pas...

— Hy, 4é nynpuis Mo3ru 1eB4oHKe? — npoBopuan cBepxy Crpax. — Tl
6aba 3gopoBas, u€pt ¢ ToOOMH... A el 3auem? Brlpacter, ycmeer emg... A
ceifuac B KyKJIbl UTPaTh TOJIBKO.
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— Hazpanma s 1e6s OonBaHOM W He ommMOIach, — CBEPKHYyJA TJIa3aMH
Tocka. — IloHMMaeIb Thl, HET, YTO, €CJIM OHA TOJIBKO B KYKJIbI OyZIE€T UIpaTh, U3
Heé JeoBeKa He BhIpacTeT!

— OIli, HaxBaTaJlaCh Thl BCSKUX BBICOKMX MAaTE€pPHUil... A OHU COBEPLIEHHO
JaKe JIUILIHYE. . .

— Hy, 3naems!.. — Tocka pazoznuiace He Ha YTKy. — Beicokue matepun!
Ha mHe Ha HuUX HauMxaTh! S nake KHIWKKH YATATh HEHABHXKY, €CJIM XOYellb

3HaTh. A BCE, UTO 51 TOBOPIO, — 3TO BCE M3 )KU3HU, U3 OTOU... — U OHA TIpruOaBuia
3a00pHOE CIIOBIIO.
— becctepkas Th1 0abeHrmsa, — He yHuMmancs Ctpax. — Mopna Bes

WCIIATAsA, BOAUUINEH OT T€Os 3a BEPCTY HECeT. ..

— Tebe-To uT0? — mepHynach Ta. — LlenoBaThes THI, BpOJe, CO MHOM HE
coOupaenibCsl.

Crpax mouecan B 3aThIJIKE.

— A uro. Hago mogymars. ..

— Jla mpexpaTtute BBl WIM HET! — CPBHIBAIOLIMMCSA T'OJIOCOM KpPHUKHYIJA
Jlto6oBb. OHa crosa, MpwXKaB JIAAOHM K BHCKaM, a IJlaza y Hee ObUIH
MPUMEPHO C TMOJITHHHUK. — DTO... 3TO TOIydaeTcs, Mbl Bce ympem? U s, u Bee,
KTO TaM, — OHa MaxHyJjla B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, — U, TOBOPAT, 3a NpejeaMy Hallero
KOPOJIEBCTBA TOXKE JIIOJIU KUBYT — OHHU TOXE BCE UCUE3HYT?

— A xyza oHHM JeHyTcs, — ycMexHynacb Tocka. — CHOXHYT Kak
MUJICHBKHE. . .

— Her, norom cHoBa oxmuByT, — BMemaincs Crpax. — U He Oyner Oen u
ropecteid. Xoporio Oyzer. ..

— Xopomo? Bcerma-scerma xopomro? — cupocuia Jlro6oss. — Ho Bens
3TO... CKY4HO.

— Jla on Gaer — cam He 3Haer, — mpommunena Tocka. — ['oBopio Tebe —
epeMpyT BCe, KaK MyXH, 1 TOUKa!

JIro60BH 3aMoIT4ana U ycTaBHiIach KyAa-To Baaib. [lotoM 3aroBopuiia, HA
K KOMYy He 00pamascs:

— S yxe ymupana. Bepnee, s gymana, 4To S COBCEM yMepia, HO
oKazasoch No-apyromy. S He Bepio B cMepTh. JTO Hempasaa. He MoxkeT BOT 3T0
BCE: M MOJISIHA, U IEPEBbA, U BOT 3TO BAAJIH, TAKOE KPAaCHBOE U HETIOHATHOE, —
OHA BBITSIHYJIA PYKY B CTOPOHY T'OPU30HTA, — U YTO MBI BCE TYT JKUBEM, TaKHE
pasHble, ¥ MBI TO CMEEMCS, TO YTO-HUOY/Ab Y HAacC HE JaauTcs — HO BOT 3TO BCE
HE MOJKET B3STh U MPOMACTh.

— MHoro Bac ObUIO TaKuX... HEBEPSILUX, — yCMeXHyJach Tocka, HO Ii1asa
y He€ He cMesuTich. — He Bepuiy, Jaske Kor/a MeTis Ha el HaKMHYTa ObLia. . .
Ha Tonbko 4T00 ymepeTs, Bepbl B cMepTh He TpeOyeTcs. BoT. A Bce XKUBYT, H
UM Ha 3TO HaiieBaTb. A f-TO NMOMHIO... TONBKO M OTpaza, YTO HAIUTHCA U
3a0BITHCH. . .

— A 3a4yem 3a0b1BaTh? — cipocuiia JI1000Bb.
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— Te1... nerko Tebe ToBopuTh! Y TEOS HE KU3HB, a MPOTYyJIKa IIO
LBETYIIEMY JIYTY. A g OPOXy HAHIOXaThcs ycrena. B mpsmMoM U mepeHoCHOM
cmeiciie. Ha, moOyiics! — u Tocka ¢ cuioil pBanyna BopoT miaThs. [lokazancs
pBaHbBIN 1IpaM, OH IIENT HAUCKOCh OT TPYJH YEPE3 KHUBOT.

Crpax cHauana BBITSHYJ TOJIOBY, TOTOM BTAHYJ €€ OOpaTHO W, HAaKOHETl,
BOPYJIMBO 3aMETHIL:

— DTO BCAKO HE OT MOPOXY, & OT XOJIOAHOTO OPYXKHsI — Hy TaM KHHXaja
i cabnn kakoi. Ecimm 6 Tebe B3pBIBHBIM yCTPONCTBOM OPIOXO Pa3HECIIO, ThHI
OBI TyT HE OoJTana.

— Ilpm, THIOBas Kpeica! — orpei3Hynack Tocka, 3amaxuBas pBAaHOE
miaTee. — CaM-To, ITOM, Ha TIeYH OTISKHUBANICS, Kak Emerns, a — Tyma xe...

— Hy, me ckaxmu! f Toxxe, MOXXHO CKa3aTh, T€POil: MEHS CETOTHS eI
JIeHb paccTpesnBany, — Bo3paswi CTpax U HaImycTui Ha ce0st ropablil Bua. — [a
BOH Y HEE CIIPOCH, COBPATh HE JACT.

— Xanp, uro He gocTpenmiau, — ¢bIpkHyna Tocka W NMPHUCIOHHUIACH K
JIEPEBY.

— Mue PomanTuka 1 YIpsMCTBO paccka3blBajld, KOHEUYHO, KaK YMHpAIOT,
HO TaMm JTO MO-APYroMy OBUIO, — 3aAyMuuMBO ckazamna J[t00oBb, Tepels
COpPBaHHYIO TPaBHHKY.

— I'epoticku, 4to n1? — OTBETHIIM €H SA3BUTENBHBIM BolpocoM. — Eciu 6
ThI 3HaJIa, KAKOE Ha CaMOM JIeJIe IEPbMO — BCE 3TH Ballld T€POUCKHUE CMEPTH. ..

— Her, ne 3naro! He 3Hat0! — ¢ Br130BOM noBepHynack JI1060Bb. — U 3HATH
He xouy! Ho maxke ecnm u Tak... — OHa mmomoidaia. — A BOT 5 3HAIO IITYKY,
KOTOpasi 1axe cMepTh 00beropur. Bor.

— Yero TbI TaM eltie npuayMana? — onacauBo crpocun Crpax.

— Huuero s He mpumymana, 3To 06110, ecTh U OyaeT! Tonpko 51 He 3Haro,
Kkak eé naszsath. M emé... Tocka, Tel He meil OoJibllle, JlagHo? Boaka Hu4uero
pEIUTh HEe TOMOKeET, — JIFDOOBh MOJOIIIa K HEll BILIOTHYIO.

— Jla TBI IpOCTO AypouKa... — Hayana Tocka u BApyT ocekyack. — UTo 310
CO MHOM? — BIPYT BOCKIIMKHYJNA OHA. — I3 MeHs 4TO-TO yXoauT... S Tato... —u
OHa JICHCTBUTENIBPHO Hayalla 00peTaTh MPO3PavyHOCTh. BONOTHO-3eNEHBIN 1IBET
IaTesl TOOJEAHEN, TMoromy0ben, BOT YKe CKBO3b HETr0 INPOCBEYHMBAET
MECTHOCTb... UepTsl JHlla pa3rIaiiinch, yIlla U3HIIHAS PEe3KOCTh, U JUI0
TOXKE CTAJIO PaCIUIBIBATHCA, KAK OTPAKEHUE B BETPEHBIHN JICHb.

— Uro 310? S nmenatock Jierye, cBoboHEe, — npolienecrena Tocka. — ...
sl IpeBpauiarck B I'pycTs, s NnoHsna.

Crpax xJIomnas riia3aMu, PUCKys CBaIUThCs ¢ BepEBKH. A JI1000Bb cTosia
Y IPUCTANBHO BIJISABIBANACE B ['pycCTh.

OT Hee yKe OCTaliCs TOHKUH, eJie BUIHBIA Criy3T. Emé BumHB OpOBH,
W30THYBIIMECS B yAuBIeHHH. Ho BOT yke He BUAHO HHUYETO — JIHIIB JIETKHMA
IIeJIECT MPOHECCS Ha MECTe, T/Ie TOJIBKO YTO cTosia ' pycTs, u moHecHocs: «Sl
eIle BEpHYCh...»
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Crpax motep 1100, 3aTeM CHPBITHYJI Ha 3€MJIII0 M CMOTal BepEBKY.
Crpsitan e€ 3a ma3yxy.

— Cnpinins, JIFo00Bb, — IPOTOBOPHIT OH, — MOILIH B 3aMOK.

JIro60Ber Momuana. IloTom moBepHyJach, MOTJsAACA MO CTOPOHAM, Ha
Hebo, Ha Jopory. B3moxHyna u oTBeTHIA!

— [Momunu.

**k%x

Jlenp wmemmenno Opema mo Cepany. IluHama kaMmymkw, dTO
moABOpaYMBajiuCh I10JT HOTM, a OJWH pa3 Jaxe CXBaTulIa 6YJ'[BI)KHI/IK u
LIBBIPHYJa ero B KycTbl. C OOW)KEHHBIM UYMPHUKAaHBEM OTTYyJa BBIOPXHYJA
CTalika LIETJI0B.

— Hy, BbI, napmuBLel, — norpo3uina JIeHb KyJIakOM BCIEX YJIETEBIINM
nuuyram. — Kaxercsi, BceM y)Xe Ha MeHs HaljeBaThb, HUKOMY HET jAejia 10
OBbIBILICH MPABUTEIBHULIBL. . .

OHa 3anpoKuHyJa TOJNOBY, Isias B He0o. Tam ruiscanu obiaka ¥ Jietanu
0a00ukH. «OX, MHE OBl KPBLJIbsl, KAK Y OTHLEL... A €Ile Jy4lle — NTULEH cTaTb.
4 OBl cnomana Bcex 3THX 0abodYeK, a TOTOM ToJieTeNla — KyJa Tia3a TIISIsT,
Ky/ia HOTH. .. Tb(y, KpbUIbS HECYT. YIIETETh Obl B CTPaHy, I'lle pEKH MOJIOYHBIE C
6eperaMI/I KHCeNnbHBIMU... U ra€ BUIOHU CaMH B POT MaJgarOT — TOJIBKO POT
MOIINPE Pa3uHb...»

3ameutanack JleHb... AX rma3a OT yIOBOJBCTBHS 3akpbuia. Ho Tyt
Kakasg-To 0aboyka mpoJieTesa CIMIIKOM OJM3KO0, KPBUTBSIMH IO JIMILY 3ajena.
Jlens ounynace, Beipyranack. W paspeBenace BaApyr — yxxacHo! Pa3sepHynach B
CTOPOHY 3aMKa ¥ JIaBail CHINIATh MPOKIATHSAMHU. J[ymry oTBena, yCIOKOWIIACh,
HaKOHeIl.

— B ob6mem, — ckazana Jlens camoii cebe, — s eme mocMOTpPIO, Ha CKOJIBKO
X XBaTUT U Kak Cepjle WX BBIACPXKHUT, a Ceifyac MEHS MHTEPECYeT TOIBKO
OJTHO: T/ie OBl HANTH NPUINYHYIO JISKAHKY?!

HewusBectHo, U3 "ero oHa coopyamia cebe joxe. He nHaue u3 Bepecka,
o npuMepy Paboter. Hy ma xBaTUT yx 1iepeMOHHTHCS ¢ JIGHPIO — HUKTO O HEl
He TopeBaj B 3aMKe. TaM u 6e3 He€ HeIoxo.

— ...Ilouemyuka! Hy mouemy TBI TakoW BpenHbBI! — BOCKIHKHYIA
Becenpe n nake pykaMmu BCIIECHYTIA OT BO3MYIICHUSI.

— 51 — BpeansIit? — 3amopran ToT. — [lokoii BOOOIIE CKa3aj, 4TO TaKHX,
KaK s, paccTpeuBaTh HAJO. ..

— Kto?

— Ja ITokoi. {I Bcero-to u cupoCuil, JaBHO JIb OH TAK JIEKUT U HE CKYYHO
U eMy. A OH pacKaluIsICs, pyKaMu MaIleT ¥ KPUYUT, YTO, MOJI, Ballia OpaTusl
KUTH MEIIaeT 1 e€ HaJo K CTeHKE. ..

— I'mynocth Kakas-To...
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— Jla oH 9TO, HANOT MOJHBIN WM YacTUYHO? — BO3MYTHIACE Bepa. — OTo
KaK e XHTb, BOIPOCOB HE 3a/1aBasi?

— XKuByT *xe... — rpyctHo ynbiOnyncs [logemyuka. U TyT ke HEMOHITHO
C 9ero pa3o3awicsa. — A Kako#, CKakeM, TOJK ¢ dTUX BompocoB? Hudero onm
BCcE paBHO HE MEHSIOT... U ¢ MEHS KaKOH TOJIK?

— Hy, 1861 3T0 6pock! OT KaXa0ro ecTh TOJIK, €CIH TOJLKO OH Ha MEYH HE
mpo3soaer. ..

— Crerxan s yxe 3To ¢To pa3! 31o BcE€ pa3masHsi, Kak Mo Tapenke kama! A
Thl MHE KOHKPETHO CKaXXH, Kakoi IIPpOK BOT OT 3TOr0, — OH ITHYJI BaJISIBIIUIACS
KaMylIlIeK, — OT 3TOro, — OH I0Ka3ajJ Ha CIIOMaHHYyI Orpany, — U OT 3Toro! —
TKHYJ ce0s1 B TpyAb YKa3aTeIbHBIM MaJIbIeM.

— Hy, orpama — 4ToOBI 51 Ha Hell cujena, — ckaszana Bepa u TyT ke 3T0O
MIPOJEMOHCTPHpPOBAJa.

— A Kamy1ek 3aTeM, — moaxsatuia Becenbe, — 4TOOBI 51 IBBIPHYJA €r0 B
TeOs ¥ THI TTOHSUI, YTO MOCJICTHUN BOIIPOC HUKOMY HE 3a/1al0T, KpoMme cebst!

— Ait! bonbHO *xe... — [Touemyuka cxBaTuics 3a JEBOE IUIEYO.

— 3a ogHoro OuToro Tpex HeOMTHIX HAalOT, U TO HE OepyT, — Iporeia
Beceinbe.

— Tak! A Tenepb s Obl OUeHb XOTEJa 3HATH, YTO 37IECh TBOPUTCS 3a
Oenmam! — pasmancs TpyOHBIM riac. [nmamarail ObuT He B JyXe — 3TO Cpasy
CTaJIOo SICHO.

— Cosecth! — axnyna Meura.

— Ha, a1 CoBectb! UTo, He xnanu? Hamounu MeHs1 KakOH-TO IPSHBIO, TaK
YTO B OTKJIIOUKE BaJsUIach HE3HAMO CKOJIBKO! XOpOIIO KUTh, KOT/Ia COBECTD 0€3
3aJHUX HOT IPBIXHET, 1 HE CIOPIO. ..

— Taxk xopo110, 4TO JIy4ine ObITh HE MOXKET, — MPoOopMoTan CKEeNTHK.

— HpaBurcs Takas xwuryxa? Cepame B KakoW-TO OapJadHbBIA OM
npeBparuinocs! IIpoxoaumieB Habuiock — 610Ky Herae ynacte! Iogu, emie
MOJIPAJIUCH TYT — TO-TO, IJISIKY, BCE MEPEBSI3aHHBIE. ..

— Jla, a MOBS3KU-TO, HABEPHOE, MOXKHO CHUMaTh? — crpocuiia PomanTrka
Y TIPUHAJIACH Pa3MaThIBATh OMHT C PYKH.

— Koneuno! — otkiinknynack Bepa. — FIx 1aBHO yke MOXHO OBLIO CHSTH,
sl MPOCTO 3a0bIIa PO ITO. ..

U Bce npuHSIINCH CACPTUBATh OMHTHI U OTAUPATH IJIACTBIPH.

— O#i, cMoTpuTe, — BOCKIMKHyJa Meuta, — Ha MHE JaXe IJaTbe
3ataHynoch! TyT AbIpy MPOXKIIIO, a ceiiuac CHOBa TKaHb Lienasl. . .

— OT10 Kak Tak? — yauBmics FOmop.

Bepa yxMbuIbHYTACH:!

— 4l ewie u HE TO yMEO. ..

— XBaTHT 3yOBI 3aroBapuBaTh! — BKOHEI] 0003TMICS CTPKHUK. — BBl MHe
OTBEYalTe YETKO U TOJIKOBO, YTO BBl TyT HATBOPHUThH YCIEIH U KaK BbI JaJIbIIE
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XKUTh cobmpaerech! — CoBecTh Bce OONbIIIe HAKASIIACh, KaK JJICKTpPHYCCKAs
JAMTOYKa.

Bce momuanu, nepernsapiBasce. [loka c3amu kTo-To He poBopuan: «Her,
OpatBa, TaK JIeJI0 HEe MOKAeT», — U Briepen Boimen Heracumerit OroHEK, 3aCyHYB
PYKH B KapMaHBI.

— Tw Bot, CoBecTh, BBIIC3NIA U3 CIITYKH, KAK MEJBEAb, U IIYMUIIIb, HE
pazobpaBmmchk. A ecnu Obl THI 3HaJIA, KaKas OTOOpHAsI TBAp.IUs 37IeCh HAOUIIACH,
Y KaK ee JIyIHJIN B XBOCT U B TPHUBY — ThI OBI IO-APYTrOMY pa3roBapuBaa.

— Mu1 xe Jlenp mobenuu! — kpukHyIa Meudra.

— VYupiHHO 10 miee gamu!.. OOwmma-Ha-Bech-CBer cpoxial.. UEpHEIii
OmyT m3xkumn!.. CepocTh cMbUTach Kak MblIbHas nieHa!.. [Tokoit y6exan!.. — co
BCEX CTOPOH 3allyMelH, 3arOMOHWIIH. .. KaXJoMy 1MoYeMy-TO XOTEIOoCh, 4T00
nMeHHO ero ycaibimana CoBects. M mOTOMY HEBOJIBHO AYMANOCh — @ YTO SI-TO
CZeIal TaM-TO U TaM-TO, U BOOOIIE YTO-HUOYAb CJIeNIan XOPOIIEeTo?

A CoBecTb CTOsIa, BCIOyINIMBANIach B 3TOT IIyM, U Ha ry0ax y Heé
MPOCTYyTIana pacTepsHHAs YIILIOKA.

— Bot BB Kakue, — HaKOHeIl MEJIEHHO TIPOTOBOPWIIA OHA. — A 51 COBCeM
HUYEro He IOMHIO. .. POBHO MpoBanmiack KyJa-To Mociie TOi YapKH. ..

— Tebe Jlemr dyero-to moaMemana, — ckasama Pomantuka. — Mae
Hanexxna ropopuia — oHa ciblimana, kak Jlenp xBactanach UépHOMY ...

— Xwm... Onpnako... OgHAKO HEIUIOXO Y Bac MOJYYHIOCH, B UTOre-To! —
paccmesuiack CoBecth. Ho OBICTpO CTaB cepbe3HOM, crpocuiia: — TOJIBKO BOT
3a4eM BaM CTPaXHHK, KOTOPBII Bajsuics B MbuTbHOM dynaHe? [lomydaercs, s u
HE HY’>KHa Bpoje?..

— Bpone Bomnoau, non Bun Kysemel! — pesko nmepedun Oronék. — Twl 310
Opoch Takme ckaszku! 31ech HUUETO emié He KOHUEHO, U, YTOOBI BCAKAs Ta0CTh
HE Melllana CIOKOWHO KUTh, ThI HYXKHA.

— CnokoitHo xuth? — mepecnpocmna CoBecTb. — BrI 3k Bpoje ckazainu,
yto [Tokoit yoexa.

— He mpunupaiics x coBam! — Berbutni cobecenuuk. — [lokoi ymren — u
myT ¢ HuM! Ho ecTp Bemm, KOTOpble MEIIAIOT HE TIOKOIO, & HOPMAIbHOU
arcuznu! YToOBI MX HE OBIIO, U HYXKEH CTPaKHUK — TIOYeMY S JOJDKEH TeOe 3TO
00BICHATH, KaK MaJIojIeTKe!

— Hopmanpras xxu3Hb? OTOHEK, THI HE MOT OBl YTOYHHTH, YTO TO TaKoe?
— SI3BUTENBHO cripocui CKENTHK.

— Mory, — yns16nyncst OroHek. — 9To Kak pa3 BC€ TO, YTO HE HOPMAJIBHO.

— A 4t0, — BHe3amHO ynbeIOHYJCS U CKeNTHK, — MHE TaKOe OIpeesieHne
HPaBUTCSL.

— 3Ha4WT, 1 MOTY OBITH AANBIIC CTPAKHUKOM? — 33IyMYHMBO CIIPOCHIIA
CoBecTb.

— He moxertb, a 10KHA, — OTKIIMKHYJIaCh POMaHTHKa.

50



— Ara. A s BaM CKaxy, UYTO 3aBTpa C yTpa Mbl HA4HEM 3TOT KOJIXO3 B
YEeJIOBEUSCKHUIA BUJ TIPUBOIUTH, — IIpope3alics rooc PaboTel. — MHe Ha HEro u
CMOTPETH MPOTUBHO, HO celyac yxe Mo3aHO. ..

— 3HauuT, 3aBTpa C yTpa MopaHbIle? — B3MOXHYIa MeuTa.

— A TBI qyMaiia, Mbl OyJieM Ha TBOM TPEJIECTH JII0O0BAThCA? — BOPUIUBO
ckazana Pabora. — Kpacusa TbI, ciopy HeT, Aa ¢ Juila BOAbl HE HAMBENILCS, a
MOJI0JIOM HE YKpoemibes... [la Tel He Ooiics, — oHa 0OHsu1a MeuTy 3a Iiedu H,
YBJIEKas B CTOPOHY, 3allenTaia, — Thl OyAelb MPUIyMbIBaTh, a 1 Oyay JenaTh.
S He ymero (daHTa3MpoBaTh, NPOCKTUPOBATh — 5 MOTY JIENaTh YTO-TO
KOHKpPETHOE. A THI BCS COTKaHa W3 BOOOpaKEHUS, HO C PEaJbHOCTBHIO CBS3H
ciaboarbie... BOT yBuaHIIb, B OJHON YIPSDKKE MbI 3aBe3éM BO3 Tyna, KyJa U
Makap TensaT He TOHsUT! — 3acMesutach OHa.

3acmesinacs U Meura... [lotoM cripocuna:

— Pabora, T KOro-HHOY b MHOOUIIB?

Ta npuiypumiace:

— K yemy 310 nogo6ubIe BOmpocuku?..

— Hy... npocto untepecHo. Tol BOT BCS Takas NpaKTH4YHAsA, yIpsMmas —

HaBepHOE,  JOJDKHAa  BIIOOWTBCS B KakoOro-HMOyJb  POMAaHTHKA.
[IpoTHBOMONOKHOCTH BEb MPUTITUBAIOTCA.

— IlpursruBatorcs... — B3goxHyna Pabora. — YV mens xeHumxa Ckyka
yBela.

— Kak 310?

— A Bor Tak. B3sna u cBuxHyna mosru HaOekpeHb. U 0e3 Hee-TO OH
Hypax 0ObL1, a ceiiyac 1 BOBCE. ..

— lypak? — yauBuiach Meura. — A 3adem tebe [dypak-1o?

— Bo-nepBeix, crapa, kak mup, ¢pasza: m000Bb 3712, MOMIOOHIIL —
M3BECTHO KOro. A MOTOM... a 4eM BooOmie miox Jlypak? Bot Bl Bce: Jlypak,
Jypak, MOJI, HOTTSI HE CTOHT... A OH BO3bMET U YEro-HUOY/b... TaKOe CAeTaeT,
BBl axHeTe. A g Oyay *KEeHOW reHus! — ¢ UIyTIUBON TOpAOCThIO cka3ana Pabora.
— Tonpko BOT, — HOMpayHeIa OHA, — OH TEHEePh Ha MEHA M CMOTPETh HE XOYET. ..
Ckyka, BHIIb THI, SIpKasi JKEHIIMHA, [[BETACTHIM MOJYIIATOYEK... A f... — OHA
OTJIsi/iera CBOM 3aJIAMIaHHBIA KOCTIOM M PYKOM MaxHyJja, — J1a 4TO TyT TOBOPHUTH!

— Jla on TouHO nmypak! — Bosmytmiach Meura. — S Bumena Ckyky —
rpolira oHa JJoMaHoro He crout! Hu poxelt, HU XapakTepom.

— I'poma... A oHa He 3a rpoIM, OHa OECIUIaTHO. DTO 32 MEHS I'POIIU U
TPOIIMKH HIBBIPAIOT, KaK coO0auKe MoJauKy Moj CTOI. ..

— Ot0eit! Y Te0s momyuutcst! — yBepeHHO cka3ana MeuTa.

— A dero  Thl He oTOMBaemIb? — ykazana PaboTa rmazamu Ha OroHbKa.

— Sl e ymero... u He xouy! Ha ayxoMm pa3z0oUTOM KOpPHITE ceOe XOpOM He
BEICTpowIls. Ho y TeOs ke coBepIieHHO npyroe!

— Uro, konmu Ckyka, TaKk y Hee pa30HTOro KOphITa OBITH HE MOXET? —
ycMmexHynach Pabora. — Mue Ha CkyKy IUieBaTh, HO TSHYTb Ha apKaHe — 3TO
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Oapxy 1o peke xopomo. Tedy, 1a 0 uem 4, 1 Tam napmmso! Hy BOoT BuanIs. ..
C mpakTuKOW apKaHHOHW TATH ST XOPOILIO 3HAKOMA M CKaXy, YTO BHAANA 5 €€ B
rpo0y, a Ha 3TOM Tpo0y MyCTh TAHLYIOT. ..

Ha npyrom xosIie 1Bopa Toxxe 00JITamu o JH00BH.

— Ter He mpencTaBisienib, Kak s 10 HEMY COCKY4MJach yxe! — ropopuia
Bepa, yIoTHO yCcTpOHMBILIHCH MO/ CEHBIO KpacHOU OamHu. — Bpoze s u ymuia-to
HE TaK JaBHO, U MHE HPABUTCS 110 HOBBIM MeCTaM OpOJIUTb. ..

— W o0s3aTenbHO OMATH 4YEro-HUOYAb HE MOJENUTE, — S3BUTEIBHO
BcTaBmiIa Becenbe.

— O#i, He roBopu! — maxuyna pykoil Bepa. — On Takoit Bpennsrii! U
BBE/JIMBBIN — K YeMy MPUIETHTCS, TaK YK HE OTCTAaHET, MOKa JI0 TIyOUHKH He
JOKOIAETCs.

— W yTo THI B HEM HalIa TONbKO? — B3A0XHYJa Becenbse. — Kak BcnoMHI0
3TOTO THUMA — B OTOM JYyPalKOM KJIETYaTOM KOCTIOME, B OUYKaX, ¢ maphoMm u
BEYHOH TpyOKoii B 3y0ax! Kommap!

— Jla, ¢ TpyOKoii, — HUMaNO HE CMYTHBIIHUCH, OTBeTHIA Bepa. — [paBna,
MOJKET, OH ¥ OPOCUT KYpPUTh — MHE Ta0aK Bpe/ieH, KaK U BceM OepeMEHHBIM.

— UYe-ro? — y Becenbs uemocTs OTBHCHA. — YK HE XOYEIhb JH ThI
CKa3arth...

Bepa Tonbko 3acMmesiach B OTBET.

— [a y Bac xe aeTeit BooOIe ObITh He MOXeET! S 0 cuX Iop MOMHIO, Kak
Ha cBagb0e BepeMeniky ¢ «I opbko!» opanu: 6e3aeTHbIi Opak!

— 3Haelb, MpaYHbIX IPOPOKOB 51 yBaXKaro. A BOT Ha KapKyIl U KIUKYLI S
IUIEBaTh XOTeJIa.

— Tak 4€ x TBI Momuana, 3apazal — KpukHyJda Becenbe W KUHyIach
oOHMMaTh noapyry. — Ho... moctoii, kak Tebs Pasym BooOme ormyctun? Tebe
K HeIIb34 ceiiyac MyTeIecTBOBATh U BOOOIIE. .. TI0 3a00paMm Ja3uTh. ..

— DT0 KTO cKa3all, KTO-TO YMHBIN? — cripocuiia Bepa. — Tak nepenait, 9aro
OH yMHBIH, HO HE pa3yMHbli. benHple Hamm AeTd, — B3AOXHYyJa OHAa MU
3acMessach.

— Oro emé mouemy?

OtBetuth Bepa He ycnena, moToMy 4TO KpacHasi OallHs HU C TOTO HH C
Cero 3axoAuia XOIYyHOM, B HEH YTO-TO 3arpoxoTajio, 3a3BEHENO, 3aBONWIO U
3aBU3KaJI0, KaK OyJTO 3TO ObLIA He OaIllHs, a MEIIOK, HAOMTHIM MOPOCITAMH.

Ha nosiHO# ckopoctu orTyna BeuieTena Jlyps, Kak Bceraa joxmaras. Ha
miee y He€ OojiTajncs MEIOHBIM Ta3 BBEPX JHOM Ha BEPEBOYKE, OHA JIyMUia IO
HeMy Kakou-to xeneszsikod. Ha wnorm [lypp 3auemM-To mpuBsA3ana 1o
00JIOMaHHOMY KHPIIHYY, HA KXKJIOM IIary MoIphIrHBaja U MOoTpscaia HMH.

— Aste — ron! — 3aBonMiIa OHA M MPOLLIACHh KoJiecoM. Ta3 cBanuics ¢ Hee
1 TIOKATHJICS 110 ABOPY, M3/aBast 3BOH CPOJIHHU HAOATYy.
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— Yro TH mym nopHumaems! — HamycTwiack Ha Heé CoBecTh. —
[IpexpaTn HEMEAIIEHHO!

— C no6peiM ytpom! — BeuTynwia rinasa ype. — A Tel emé 4to 3a
KOMaHaup?

— S, Mexmy mpoumM, CTpak mopsaka... — Hadaima CoBecTh, HO €
nepeousu:

— Tak ecnu THI cTpax, Tede nokaszats 310 Hano? IloBeicTynars?

Oto roopun IOmop. CtpanHo, HO oOopBaHHas © dYyMmasas g0
HeBO3MOKHOCTH J{ypb Obla moxosxa Ha JIto6oBb. ..

— Ecnu B cTpaHe Hy)XeH NOPSIOK, TaK M MOAYpPAuUTbCS YK€ HENb3si?
MoskeT, IIyTKH CKOpO 3ampenieHs! 0yayT, U (oKychl, u Tploku? Tak 3T0 MHE
Cpa3y HaJlo YAOUYKH CMAThIBATh. ..

— Ilocnymaii, — Bo3pasuna CoBecTb, — HO Beb €CTh XK€ Pa3HULA MEXIY
No0poii IyTKOH 1 AypakaBaJITHUEM, OT KOTOPOT'O HETY TOJIKY!

— J1oOpoii, TOBOpHUIII... — YXMbUIbHYJICSA FOMOp. — A miyTka He o0s3aHa
Bceraa ObITh 100poii! Ilopoii HyxHa 31as myTka. Tebe Takast He IO HYTPY?

— Her, nouemy xe, — criokoiiHo oTBeTnina Ta. — Ho Beap 310, — KUBHYyNa
ona Ha Jlypb, KOTOpas mWbITaNach BJIE3Th Ha OMMKANIIMNA TOJTOKOHHHK,
TPOMOIJIACHO Bepelia Mpyh 3TOM, — 3TO HE IIyTKa, a... IPOCTO AYPOCTb,
COBEpPILLICHHO HUKOMY He HykHas1! 3adeM Ha 11oJ0o0HOe TPaTUTh BpeMs?

— He nyxHoe... TpaTuTh BpeMs... — FOMop HamopuIwi 100, OyATO JTOBUIT
3a XBOCT KaKyl0-TO MbIC/Ib. — Ho Besib... HO HeNb3s ke BCE OIIEHUBATH TOJIBKO
M0 KPUTEPHIO «HYKHO — He HYKHO»... Iloroau! — copancs oH ¢ mecra.

A k lypu yxe nogouuia Becenbe u cipamuBaert:

— I[Mocnymaii, kak Te0st 30BYT?

— Mens — [yps! — kpukayna Jlypsb, SpoCTHO OJIECHYB TIIa3aMHU.

— Jlypw?.. Ho pa3Be He 00MIHO Tak 3BaThCs?

— OOuaHO? — Ha MUHYTKY OHa 3amymanack. — Her, Huckonbko! — Jlypb
pPe3KO B3MaxHyJla TroJOBOM, TaK YTO BOJOCHI CTAJIM MOXOJUTHh Ha KOMHY CEHa.
TyT oHa cipeIrHyna ¢ MOJOKOHHMKA U HaseTena Ha FOmopa.

— Bort ke cmepu B 100ke, — mpoOopMoTan oH. — THI... Thl akpobaTKa, 4To
u?

— A ut0 370 3HaUNT? — cpocwia Jlyps.

— OT0 KOrzia BCSIKHME TPIOKU AEJAI0T: IPBITaloT, JIa3al0T, KOJIECOM XOIMT, K
mpuUMepy, Kak Thl cervac.

— Tak u€, s axpobatka? — ozagaueHHo crpocuna ypp. — D10, a Tam
CTydYar U TpeMAT emle, na?

— W Bomar, — moGaBui, ene caepkuBas ynblOKy FOwmop. — Bceé-takw,
3ayeM Tede 3107

— Hy... — Jlypp nouecana B 3arbuike. [1oqo0OHBIX BOMIPOCOB €l HUKTO HE
3amaBai. E€ mubo rHanmym B3amen u Iymid, TH00 HOCHIN Ha pyKax, Apajuch Ha
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Oy JSIX ¥ JIOBHJTM KaXkJoe e€ CIIOBO, JIGKCMKOH KOWX ObUT BechbMa YOOTHM. —
Hy... MHe Tak HpaBUTCA, KOpOUe.

— A Kak, o-TBoeMy, ApPYyTrUM HpaBUTCs? — cipocuia Becense.

— A MmHe kakoe neno!

— Ilonumaemnrs... Kone4Ho, HUKTO HE TOBOPHT, UTO JTI00O0E BHICTYILIEHHE
JOJDKHO BCEM HPABUTHCA, HO... 3TO JOIDKHO OBITH YEM-TO CBSI3HBIM, CMBICI
uMmeTh Kakoi-to. U... u He Bcerga mMoxkHo Oanpets! Brapyr kro-To ycran minm
roJjioBa pa3doyenach. ..

—Yero? — pacrepsiaao Bonpocwiia Jlyps. — [lepBeiit pa3 cibimry.

— UYro, y Tebs royioBa 3a BCIO JKU3HB He Oojena? — pe3Ko CHpocHia
Becenbe.

— bonena, TonpKo s M1eBaTh Ha He€ XoTena, — oTBeTHIa Jlyph ¢ BHI30BOM.

— [a Tel uTO Takas BpenHas-To! — He Bbiaepxkan FOMop. — S Toxe ganeko
HE caxap, HO Ja)ke JJI MEHSI 3TO CIIMIIKOM. ..

— 3naemb, Tebe Hamo OBUIO MITH B IMPKOBBIE ApTUCTHI, — CKa3ajia
Becenbe, — y T€6s1 Obl monmyuniock. Mnu kyaa-HuOyap B Oponsunii 6agaraHumk.
Y MeHsI TaM eCTh XOPOIIIHe 3HAKOMBIE... Mory Te0sl yCTPOUTD, €CIIH 3aX0YEeTIh.

— Yro, BIBOEM BOCIMUTHIBAETE OJHOTO M BOCIUTAaTh HE MOXKeTe? —
crpocun nojpomeAmuii CKenTHUK. — A ThI-TO HE TOAAAENILCS BOCIUTAHMIO,
npaBja? — NOAMUIHYJ OH Jdypu.

A Jlypp cTosisia ¢ pacKphITBIM PTOM U YTO-TO JIMXOPAJIOYHO CooOpakana.
Ho crosiBmIine Bokpyr memanu eil 3To nenath, U B CIEAYIOUIYI0 MUHYTY OHa
copBajach ¢ MecTa W y0Oexama B CBOIO OamiHIO — JUIsi TOTO, YTOOBI depes
CIIyXOBO€ OKOIIKO BBUIE3TH HA KPBIIIY M yCecThCs TaM. U mymath — HaBepHOeE,
MIEPBHIN pa3 B )KU3HU. .. 1 ellie yMyApsAThCs IPU 5TOM O0NTaTh HOraMHu.

A BHH3Y HapOJ HEMOHATHO MOYEMY CKOHIICHTPHUPOBAJICS Y TIOTHOMKHS
KpacHOW OameHkn. Mo)keT, Kak pa3 IOTOMYy, YTO OHa Takas spKasd,
3a)KUTaoIas — TOBOPAT )K€, UTO U MTUesia Ha KPacHbBIN IBETOK JIETHUT.

— [la-a-a, — npotsanyna Bepa, — uyecHoe y Bac KOpOJIEBCTBO, CIIOPY HET.
Ja TonpKo HaZoATO MBI HE 3ajepKuMcs. BoT moMokeM MOpsSAOK HABECTH — U
anja...

W npaBma, — oTkiIMkHynack Beceabe, — Jen-to y  KaxIoro
HEBIIPOBOPOT... Ho BBI He mymaiite, MBI 110 cebe TaMITh XOPOIIYIO OCTABHIM. ..
— ¥ OHa HaJaJla pa3rIaKUBaTh CKIIAKH Ha CBOEM IIBETHOM JIOCKYTHOM ILTAThE.

— ITamsre! — ¢dwipkayna Pabora. — Ha koii uépt MHe mamsarte! S xuth
X0y 371ech U ceifuac. MHe TyT BOOOIIE MOHPABHIOCh. XOPOLIO 3/1eCh... — OHA
MPUBOJIHHO B3IOXHYJIA M 3alpPOKWHYJA TONOBY. — W 1 X04y 3aHUMATBCS TYT
4eM-HUOYJb WHTEPECHBIM, a He 4T00 000 MHE ObLia BCsKas Aypalkas IMaMsTh,
Kak 10 MEPTBOM. ..

— He MoxeT OBITh TaMATh Aypankoi!

— Tak TbI 4TO, 3/1€CH HACOBCEM OCTATHCSI XOUEIIh?
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DTO OAHOBPEMEHHO BOCKIMKHYIH Bepa n Meura. U cpasy xe mocie HuX
crpocu CKeNTHK:

— Ilouemy Tebe Tak HE HpaBHUTCS MaMsTh, Aaxe 0 MepTBBIX? ThI TOXe
KOT/Ia-TO yMpellb, HO OT Te0S YTO-TO OCTAHETCS — II0-MOEMY, 3TO COBCEM He
IUI0XO.

— 51 mompy? — PaboTa risinyna Ha CkenTuka u 3axoxotaina. — O, ymopa!
Tak BOT, TpakaaHe JOpOTHE, 3asBISAI0 BaM, YTO S IOMPY HE PaHbLIE, YEM B
JIeHb KOHIIa cBeTa. Jla W... — OHa HACMENUINBO OTJISJIENa OKPY)KAfOIINX, — BbI,
MOXKaJIYH, TOXE.

— Tak s B 3T0 M oBepui1, — npoBopyan CKENTHK.

— Tak TBI 4YTO, W TpaBaa, 3/1eCh HACOBCEM OCTaHEWIbCA? — CIpOCHiIa
PomanTuKA.

— DTOro s He TOBOpHIIA. ..

— Oif, Oronék, — oknukHyn [louemyuka, — U Thl TOXE, MOAN, CMOEIIBCS,
na?

U Bce mouemy-tro Ha OroHbKa 3a0TJIAABIBAINCH. A TOT CMYyTWICA U
HaXMYPHJICS] — CTPACTh KaK He OO MOJOOHBIX Bellei. A MOTOM OTBETHIL:

— YV MeHst OposKHUYECTBO B KpoBU. He MOTy Ha OJJHOM MecCTe CHECTb,
Kak Obl Xxopomio He Obi10. MHE 3T0 XyXke Katopru. Ho st He 3a0bIBar0 MecT, T/e
ObL1, OBIBAET, U BO3BPAIIAIOCK. . .

— WUnu Tebs He 3a0BIBAIOT, — THXO CKa3zayna Meura.

OroHék nmorsen Ha Hee U 3acMesiICs.

— Hypaube! Cka3zan xe: Bo3Bpamatock. 1 crona BepHyCch — JaiiTe TONBKO
CPOK...

— Jlromn noOpele, BUAAIM BBl TaKkoe: caM Ha CPOK HampamuBaercs! —
3ax0xoTajna YIpsMCTBO.

Ee nopnepxanu, u Oronék cMesics rpomMue Bcex. He cmesiiace TOJIBKO
JIro60Bb. OHa cnymiana, Kak OH cMeeTcs, IIsiiesia Ha ero mpoQuib, Ha TO, KaKk
PE3KUM JBIKEHHEM yOpan co j0a BOJIOCH, — M TJla3a y Hee HAaIOJIHSIINCh
clIe3aMu, KaK siMa BOAOIO B IOK/b.

— Msb1 Oosbllle HUKOT/IAa HE YBUAMMCS, — €lie CIJBIIIHO MpPOTroBOpHMIIA
JIto60Bb

Orosék ycnplmai, U cMeX eMy OyaTO BBIKIIOYMIN. Pa3BepHyiCs K HEH,
Ha OJHO KOJIGHO OITyCTHJICS, YTOO B POCTE CPAaBHATHCA. 3a IUIEYH OOHSII, U
HaIUIEBaTh €MY, CKOJIbKO Hapoy Ha HUX Ija3eerT.

— JIro60Bb... Hy, uto ThI, ycrokoiics... S TeOs BUAETh TaKOW HE MOTY —
TBI X TOTO TIsAAW pacceiuienibes... llocmymai, Jio60Bb... — Oronéx
oTrBepHyJcs. — Uépt, HE yMero s NMoOOBHBIX CiIOB roBopuTh! Hy uto Ham
nenath, a? — cnpocui oH y JIroOBu. A Ta Tisena Ha HEro, U B Tja3ax y Hee
JIBOMJIOCh, TPOWJIOCH, IUIACANO M IepeBopaunBaiock. OT cje3, KOTOpble
[OYEMY-TO HE XKeJIaJIU Kamarh.
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— IIpocro THI yitnémb, a s octanych. Her, s1 HE nepKy TeOs, HO... MBI
HUKOT]Ia HE BCTPETHUMCSI.

— K10 5TO0 TaMm HHMKOrZAa He BCTpETUTCS? — MPO3By4Yaa OT BOPOT YEH-TO
3HAKOMBIH roJIoc.

Bce ob6epHyIHCE.

— Hanexpna!! — co Bcex cTOpoH moHecnuch Bockiaumanus. [Ipuienmryto
oO0CTyIMIM KOJBIIOM W HarepeOolt 310poBanuck. Emé Obl, HE oHA — Tak ObI U
Top4anu B Koposiesctse Jlenr ma O6mna, Yépuerii OmyT na Ckyka. Tak Obl
CUJEM KaKIbI B CBOCH HOpE, KaK CyCIukH 3uMoiu. Jla m To ckazath — 0e3
Hanex el ’KU3HB. .. 4TO-TO y’K COBCEM HeclaaKasl.

Tonpko JIr060Bb ¢ OrOHBKOM OCTAUCH B CTOpOHKE. OTOHEK MEJIEHHO
TIOTHSAJICS, OTPSAXHYI OT 3eMJIH IITAHHHY U 3aU€M-TO HAXMYPHIICS.

[Nomomna k aum Hamexma. O6Hsma JIto60Bb 1 ToBOpUT OTOHEBKY JIYKaBO:

— He 3ps wmHe, Bumath, NOYYAWIOCh, YTO HWMEHHO ThI JIOOOBB
pa3oyaumib!.. Tak, a ¢ Kakol cTaTH BB, JyPHH, paccTaBaThcs coOpanuck? WMim
s OCIIBIIANIACh — CTapa cTaja... — YCMEXHYJach OHa, TPSIXHYB CEIbIMHU
BOJIOCAMH.

— Hwuuero Te1 HE ocnblmanack, — mpoBopuan Oronék, — [Ipocto, uro Ham
emé ocraeTcs JeNaTh, €CIA S He MOTY OCEIJIO XHUTh — U €€ ¢ CO0OH B3ATh s
TOXe He MoTy... OHa emé MaJeHbKas U BOOOIIIE. . .

— Hy, T8I e He celfuac yxoauib, BepHO? — cpocuna Hanexna. — U He
3aBTpa ¢ yTpa mopasblie. Tak KTo Bac ceiiyac-To paziydaer?.. A 4TO MOTOM
Oyzner — yBuauM. Hariepen 3HaTh HE HHTEPECHO.

JltoboBp B ymop mocmorpena Ha Hamexmy, 3aTeM copBamach ¢ Mecrta,
cxBatuia OroHbKa 3a pyKH U 3aKpYyKHJIa, KpH4ya 4TO-TO HECYpa3Hoe.

— Manenbkas... He rasau, uro manenbkasi! Bripacter! — kpukHyna
Hanexna.

— OH BBIpacTeT, CTAHET U3BECTHBIM,
IlokuHET NEHATHI CBOU.
OkaxkeTcs ynuiia TeCHOM
J11st 5TOM OTpOMHOM JIIOOBH. . .
Oto roopun Ckenrtuk. U roBopwmi, risas Ha Pomantuky. Hamo cka3zats,
YTO TOJMA BOKPYI HHUX MHIOM DPaccocanach: BbIIAEPKHBATH BTOPYIO HOAPSA
MOOOBHYIO CLIEHY, Jia elle Ty, 4yTo 3aBen Benukuii CKeNTHK, — YBOJNBTE, 3TO
OBLJIO CITUIIIKOM.
— Homen s 10 pydkH, — ckazayi CKeNTUK U OIyCTHJ T'OJIOBY. — B nupuky
ynapuics. Kakoil U3 MeHs Teneph CKENTHK. ..
— Ha Bcex nepekpecTkax MmiaHeThl
Hanuer o nms €€...
— 33lyMYMBO TJIS11151 KyJa-TO B TOPU30HT, Ipoaoinkuia PomanTuka.
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— Jla, 1 Hanmmry TBOE MMA Ha Bcex MepekpecTkax Hammero Cepmra, —
pocto ckazay CKENTHK, TOAX0asI U OOHUMAs ee.

— A s BHm3y noamuiny: Ckentuk! UToOBI yXe HUKTO HE CMesuICs, —
nobaBuia PomaHTHKa, CHACTIMBO MypIIBIKAS.

— Jla xakoe HaM Jei0, eCIIM KTO B OyJeT CMesAThCS? — BOSMYTHJICS TOT.

— Ara, ara, a 4TO 3 MBI TOT/Ia, KaK JypakH, Ipyr OT IPYKKHU Oeramu?

— Hy... — CkenTuk monsITajics cieiarbh TiTyOOKOMBICIECHHYIO MHHY, HO
3TO eMY HE YAaJlOCh.

— Caymaii, Pomantuka, — ckazaja OH 4epe3 HEKOTOpO€ BpeMmsi, — sl BOT
Jymari. ..

— Wnarok Toxxe aymai, — 3acMesutach OHa M oTOexana B cTopoHy. CTouT
U CMeeTcs, a BeTep TPeIieT pOo30BOE IIaThe.

— 4 cepp€3HO, a THI...

— A s HecepbésHas! TBoel cepbE€3HOCTH Ha JBOMX XBAaTHUT U €IIE Ha MOJI-
Cepana octanetcs, a s eii He Obuta u He Oyny! JloBu, He moroHums! — u
Pomantuka mobexama. A CkenTHk... moOpocall BCc€ CBOE OpyKHe, Koe-Kak
CTSHYN KONbUyry (OX M TPOXOTy OBLIO, KOTJa OH IIBBIPHYJ €€ Ha Kydy
xene3Horo xmama!) um mobexan 3a Pomantukoit. Ho ManeHpkuii KUHXad MpH
HEM TaKH OCTaJICS: C TAKUM HapOJIOM JIEPKH YXO BOCTPO!..

B oOmewm, oHu mobexand TOHATHCA IPYT 3a JPYXKKOH, a BCIel UM
MPOJIETENTM U MIMSKHYJINCh, U3[]aB OYepEeIHOE TPOXOTaHbE, [Ba KUPIUYa. JTO
Jdypb, HakoHel, OTBsi3aJla WX C HOT M C YJIOJNIOKAaHbEM MIBBIPHYJA BCIIEH
yOeragieii mapouke. Te, KOHEYHO, Take HE 3aMETHITH, a KUPITUYH YMYIPHIUCH
MIPU3EMITUTRCS aKKypaT Ha OPOIIEHHYIO KOIhuyTy CKEnTHKa.

— Yo THI OyelIb IeaTh, HUKAKOTO ITOKOS HET, — mpoBopuai FOMmop.

— Kaxkoit mokoii! Ter 0 wem! — 3acmesuics OToHEK (OH IIEN PSIOM C
IOmopom, a B cepenuHke, nepxa UX 3a pyKH, npuctpounach JIio60Be). — OX, y
Hac Takas 37paBas MeceHka ecTh po [I0Ko... — 1 OH 10 TOTO 3aJOPHO MPOIIENT
napy KyIJIeTOB, 9TO BCE TPOE 3aX0XOTAJH.

— Cnymaii, Oronék, — cnpocust FOMop, 0TCMeSBIIUCH, — 3TO BCE XOPOILIIO,
TONBKO. .. [Tokos HeT — a yTo ecTh? U... uT0 HaM BoOOIIE AETATH?

— OTO THI MEHSI CTIPAIINBaeIb? — IMOKaJl MIe9aMH TOT.

— A xoro?!

— Bot 310 3apackte! A uyero — cmpaBouHas sHUMKIOneAus? S u cam He
3HAIO. ..

— Hy, momxHa e OBbITh y JFOZEH 11eNb KaKkas-To...

— Henb... — Oronék yneiOHysCA M 3aipan ronoBy. — HaBepHoe, oHa
CKOpO TOSIBUTCHI. .. .

— Omna, 49to, ¢ Heba mamaer? — monHTepecoBasiack JIt0OOBE.

— Jla, uens — 310 XKe KoMeTa. XBocTaras Takasi, HOCUTCS Cpelid 3BE3. ..

JIt000Bb TOXE TISAHYIAa BBEPX U BAPYT 3aKpHUvajia Ha BECh 3aMOK:

— OM, rsauTe, KaKoi 3aKaT alnrounii!
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BripBanace Briepes, moOekana W B3rpoMo3awiIach Ha orpamy. Crowr,
MTOKAYNBAETCSI.

ManpunIIKy NepersHyINCh U TOXKeE 3a Hell none3ny. 1 axaynu.

3akar, W TpaBAa, alOUYAd — JAPYroro CjIoBa HE MOMOEpem b. YK Tak
MIPUBOJIHHO Pa3BajIICSd OH HAa TOPU30OHTE, CJIOBHO y ce0s nqoMa Ha muBaHe. U
BpOJIE YXMBIISETCS CO CBOEro JOXa: JeCKaTb, BOT 5 KaKOH KpacHBBIN.
JlroOyiiTech Ha MEHA. A Ha HEro u BOpAMb Jr00yroTes. Crplmany, kak JIro6oBs
KpWdJaja, — IJI0TKa y Hee 3BOHKasl.

Hebo Han romoBamu mpo3padHoe-Tipo3padHoe. ByaTo ero m BoBce HeT
W MOTPOraTh MOYKHO, PYKy B Hero okyHyB. Ho Hemonro ato mimumochk — BOT
OHO Y€ I'yCcTeeT, TEeMHEEeT, 3aKaT TacHeT. ..

— OH celfyac nc4e3HeT, — THXO B30XHYyNIa Meura.

— 3aro 3BE37bI OSABATCA, — 0TBeTHIa Hanexna.

W BOpsiMb — TO TyT, TO TaM 3aBCIIBIXMBAJIH, 3aUCKPIIIUCH 3BE3IBL. A
cpenu 3BE3. ..

— TI'nmagute! Bonm omna! Hy, s xe rosopun! — Oronék paxe
3aMpHUILIACHIBAII, PUCKYS CBAJIUTHCS € orpajsl. — BoT oHa, koMeTa-11enb!

ITo HeOy Hecnach ¢ MMIIOM M CBHUCTOM, BOJIOYA 32 COOOM JTMHHFOIIIHA
XBOCT U IUTIOSICH OTHEM, TPOMaJHas KoMeTa. L[BeToM oHa Bpoje KpacHasi, HO TO
Ha Hel OeraroT Kakue-TO CMHHE HCKOPKH, TO XBOCT 3aWTpaeT 3eJEHBIM HIIH
XKENTHIM, KaK y XOPOIIETO MMaBIHHA.

— ...Ho xak xe e€ nocrats?! — BOCKIMKHYyIa Y IPSIMCTBO.

— A 3HaeTe, 4TO S BaM CKaxy, — MeMJIEHHO mporoBopun Orosék, —
TOHATHCS 32 HEH Jja)ke MHTEpECHEE, YEM NIOMMATh U 3aCYHYTh B MEIOK. ..

**k*

Houb. Temnora u TtummHa Hajg koponeBctBoM Cepaue. Koe-roe
MBIIIOHKOM IIyPIIUT BETEp. Y CTANIO 3a IEHb KOPOJIEBCTBO, CIIUT OHO.

Hda He Bce B HEM cmar. Ha Bepxymike cropoxkeBoit Oamau CoBectn
JIto60Bb 1 Heracumpiit OTOHEK CHIAT HA CaMOM Kpaelike U OOJTaroT HOTaMHU.
Emé pa3moObuin TAe-TO MEMIOK CYIIEHBIX BHIICH, SATOABI YIJIETAIOT, a
KOCTOYKaMH IUTIOIOTCA: KTO Jlajiblie. ['0OBOpsT 0 yeM, MOT4YaT J1 — HEBaXKHO

Cunsr, 3Ha4uT, 00a peDKHE. A OHO XOTh M HOYb, Ja BCE PABHO CBETJIO —
OT JIYHBI JTH, 3BE3]T, KOCTPOB JIU JaJIeKO B cTenu. He CBOJUT ri1a3 ¢ IBYX PBDKUX
rojoB Ha BbIIIKe Meura. JIeKUT, ONepeBIINCh Ha JIOKTH, U AyMaeT. O UépHom.
06 Oronbke. O ToMm, uTo e nenath manbiie. O Cepaie U 000 BCel KU3HH,
TaKkOW CTpaHHOW M HENOHATHOM, HO IIpM BCEM TOM B HEH XOpola Jaaxe
HepazienéHHas JF00Bb.

Bor yx xoMy TOuHO HEe 10 cHa, Tak 3T0 Ckentuky ¢ PoMaHTHKOM.
Hanoeno urparb B psATKH, CTaJIM UTPaTh B JOTOHALIKHU. YcTanu. Hy Hu4ero, Ha
CBETe UTrp euie MHOro... [IpaBaa, xapakrep y HUX HE MEHSAETCSI HU Ha HOTY: 00a
Takue ke Bpeansle. PazBe uTo CKENTUK YyTOUKY, CAMYI0O MAJIylO YyTOUKY CTal
MeHbIle BopuaTh. [IpocTo 3aTeM, 4TOoOBI €ro BOpYaHHE HE WTHOPUPOBAIIH:
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3HaeM, MOJI, Yero OHO cTOuT. A PomaHTHKa... 0X, HET MOOIM30CTH 3€pPKal, a TO
OBI OHA HE MMOBEPHMIIA, YTO MOXKET OBITh TAKOW KPACHBOM. ..

He criut u CoBecth. Bricnanace oHa, Bce Ooka oTinexana. Temeps XoquT
MO KOPOJIEBCTBY M TIISIUT: Be3Jie Jin mopsjok? TaM BOT Ha0 (OHAPH HABECUTD,
9100 B SIMy HHUKTO HE CBaIWICS (emIé Jydiie W BOBCE €€ 3aChIllaTh), a TYT 3a
KyCTaMH KTO-TO TuIa4eT. .. Ubst 3T0 Bc€ 3a00Ta? SIcHOE N1e510 — CTpakKHUKA.

Bor Ilouemyuka criut. JIexut Ha CiMHE, pACKUHYB PYKH M HOTH, €IIE H
ynbi0aeTcss BO CHe. A CHUTCS €My, YTO OH Ha kopabie toHroi. [louemydka
JTABHO MEYTAaeT O MOpE — CTaTh IOHTOW M OOBE3IUTh... Hy, HE BECh MHp, HO
MOJIOBMHY TO4YHO. M BOT ceiiyac eMy CHATCSA HaJyThle 10 OTKa3a mapyca,
CcTEPThIe KaHATHI XJICHIYT IO BETPY, a KanuTaH KpU4uT: «JleBarerii Ban! Bee mo
mectam! FOHra, Tak gep>xars!»

IOmop Toke cruT, OH CBepHYJICS KatadukoM. EMy CHUTCS, 94TO OH KadaeT
Jto6oBb Ha Kauensx. Kauenu takue pacrucHbie, JIFOOOBE B3lIeTaeT BCE BBIIIE U
BBIIII€ U TaK MPU 3TOM CUACTIIUBO cMeeTcs... M BOT, KOT[a Kayelu yKe TOTOBBI
HaOpaTh caMbIil BEICOKHI 000pOT, — OH BCKakuBaeT psaaoM ¢ JIro0oBkio, 1 OHH
BMECTE YXalOT B HEBEJOMYIO TITyOUHY. ..

be3 3agHux HoOr aApbixHET YmnpsaMmcTBO. Ell Bpoje M CHBI-TO JaXXe HE
cusatcs. Ho BoT oTkyna-to BhIIAa3uT poxa CTpaxa M yXMbUIIETCS. YTPSMCTBO
CTpeTsieT B HETO B YIOp — a3, APYroi, TpeTuil — Oecrose3Ho. B oTuasHbe oHa
XBaTaeT PEBOJIbBEP 3a CTBOJ M HIBBIPSET PYKOATKOM B nuno CTpaxy — U OH
MIOYEMY-TO JieNTaeTCsl pacTepSHHBIM, OTCTYIAeT, IPOHaiaeT. ..

Bepa BO cHe moxoka Ha JIEBUOHKY, HO 3arafiovyHas IOJyYJIbIOKa-
MOJIyyCMEILIKA BBIAACT B HEW >KeHIIMHY. A BuUaMTCA ei Pazym — cuaut oH Ha
KaMyIlIKe psSaoM cC TIyOOKoi sMOM, KpyroM BalsloTcd KHpKa, JIOIaTa,
nmoTp€naHHas TeTpajka, emeé KaKhe-TO WHCTPYMEHTHI... Pa3syMm cumuT Ha
KaMyIlIKe, CMOTPHUT BJIajh W HE CIella KypuT, ITycKas Koiedku. Y mepemmres
eMy Baaiu BepuHa ycmenika. ..

A Bot Becennbe, korga cnut, coBceM Ha ceOst He moxoxka. [lotoMmy 4ro,
KOTJla OHa HE CIHT, OHA HU MHHYTHI HE CHIUT Ha MECTe W IIOOUT
no0ajaraHuTh. A ceifuac JMI0 y Hee CIIOKOWHOE, U CIIUT OHa 0€3 CHOBUJICHUH.
Ja Tak Kpemnko, 4To pa30yIuTh paHbIIE BPEMEHH €€ MOXKET TOJNBKO IOJIK
0apabaHITNKOB WM BEIPO XOJIOAHOM BOJBI IO OOK.

XoTs nydime BceX cmuTcs, KoHeuHo, Pabore. Crapa mocimoBHIa:
nopaboTaeb 10 MOTY — TaK U MOeIb B OXOTy. MOXHO JO0aBUTh: U MOCIHIIIb
TaK, Kak HMKorja He cnutcs JIeHn Ha Bcex e€ mepuHax. Bes 3akaBbika B TOM,
gyro 6e3 PabGorel Ckyka omomeBaeT. A KTo moj e€ BIacTh MOMal — TOT
¢dopmeHHBIM nmypakom caenaics. Kcratu, Hdypak ceifuac Toke CIUT — MO
qy>XuM 3a060poM. Bricenunu ero u3 goma 3a Heymiary...

Cmut u Crpax. Bo cHe OH pa3merancsi, pacCKHHYJICS CBOOOIHO, YETo C
HUM HHUKOT/Ia He ObIBaeT B 0OJIPOM COCTOSHHHW: BEYHO KPIOYMTCS J1a TI0 yTiiaMm
npsyercs. 1 BoBce HE OT CTApUKOBCKOTO PEBMAaTH3Ma M HE U3-3a CBETOOOS3HH,
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B UEM €ro Kak-To 0OBUHMIH... A cHATCsl CTpaxXy COBCEM HE KOIIMAaphl, a TaKue
JIETKHE J1a pajly’KHbI€ CHBL, YTO U HE BCSIKOMY PEOCHKY IPUCHATCSL.

Jdypb BUANT Kako#W-TO (paHTACTHUYECKHH COH: rpoMajHas apeHa, Kyda
J0AeH, 3a4eM-TO MPBIraroIIyX IPsMO 110 KpeciaM, a II0 apeHe 0eraeT MeIHbIH
Ta3 W MOBTOPSET CUUTANIOUKY: «Pa3uk, ABa3HK, TPETUM Ta3WK, a YETBEPTHIA —
6e300pa3ux». [loToM cCHUMAaIOT KyImou1, CBEpXy CILyCKaeTcs posuib, yps TyT ke
BCKaKMBAcT Ha HETO M HAYMHAET IJISICaTh HA KIAaBMIIAX, TOpJIaHs MPHU 3TOM
KaKy0-TO YKaJIOCTIMBYIO TIECHIO. M3 posiyia BRIIA3UT MOpJa MEABENS, 3aTeM OH
BBUIE3AaET MOJHOCTHIO; Jlyph camuTCs Ha HETO, U BOT Y MEIBEIs BBIPACTAIOT
KpBUIbS U OH JIETUT BBEPX — CKBO3b IPOEM B KpBIIIE, U Aaiblie, faupuie... 1
JepeBbs MaIIyT UM BeTKaMu: «CUacTIMBOTO MyTH!..»

A Bor Hamexnma cnama, cmana, ga 4dro-to e€ pasoyamino. Kak Oynaro
XOJIOJKOM IOBesI0 oTKyAa. I'maza mpotepna, BUguT — 310 I'pycts. E€ HU ¢ Toro
HU C CEro KOIMaphbl 3aMydriu. V BUAATCA, W chOblIATCs, U 9yTh JH YK€ HE
PYKH TSHYT — ITOJIOHUTh O€IHYIO U yBECTH B cBoe IapcTBo. Hy, co Bcex cTopoH
oocrymumu. Kyna nesarbcsa?.. Hamexna Ha 3TO oTBeTwia mapoil ¢pas, na
Takux, 4Tto ['pycts pacxoxortanace. Ilocie 3TOro OHM ycenuch PSAABIIIKOM U
MIPOTOBOPUIIH TTOJTHOYH.

[on otkpbiThiM HEOOM HOuyeT Jlenb. CTpaHHO, HO COH OT Hee OEKHT.
JIeHs 51eXUT, 3aKMHYB PYKH 34 TOJIOBY, IBITAETCS CYUTATh 3BE3/IBI, HO TO U JIEJI0
OpocaeT 3TO 3aHATHE M AyMaeT: Hy IOYEMY K€ OHa BCE-TaKH Mpourpana?
ITouemy pacnajcss TakoM KpENKUH COKHO3 4YETBIPEX M HE CHAaciHd Jaxe
pOICTBeHHBIE y3BI? A KaKHe-TO OOOpBaHIBI, IMaiKa-Jieldka, pa3HOMEPCTHAS
kommanus... O6unao! Ho Bcé-takm — mouemy?.. MoXeT, y HUX HAIIJIOCh YTO-
TO Takoe, 4ero HW y Koro u3 Hammx He Obuto? Uro? Bor MHe OB Takyro
mrtyky!.. Bopouaercs Jlenr ¢ OGoky Ha Ook u mymaer. IlycTes momgymaer.
['oBoOpsT, HHOrAA MONE3HO.

besmsarexxno criut [lokoit. OT Xopoiel KU3HU BCErIa XOPOIIO CIIUTCS.
3TO y KOro mepeapsird Kakue-HuOyndb, TaK M HE YCHEIIb, NPOCTBIHU MHIOM
KTYYUMU JENal0TCs, KaKk Ha yIiiix Jiexkub. A y [lokost xopouas )Ku3Hb. Y 1en
o u3 Cepnua, re BCe IUKO, HEMOHITHO, B30YAOpa)keHOo... WM mpaBHIIBHO
cnenan. He cozmansl onu npyr mist apyra — [okoit u Cepaue. He yxxutbes um.
[Tyckait myumme Iloko#t rne-HUOYOs B JPYTOM MECTE CBOIO XOPOIIYIO JKHU3HB
CTPOMUT.

A mpo ocTtanbHbBIX, uTO H3 Cepaua cOexaliu, 1 TOBOPUTH-TO HE XOUETCH.
OctaBuiy OHH 10 cebe XyAyIo CIaBy Ja TypPHYIO MaMsTh — U HUYEro OoJbLIe.

A Cepaue court. [lyckaii cnut. Y Hero 3aBTpa HOBBIU JEHb.
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